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Editor'S Note

This edition of Mzanzitravel coincides with a very special period of
human goodwill each year. We started working on this edition around
Christmas time, which is a season of joy and goodwill for humankind.
Now, as this edition reaches our readers, it is already the month
of March, Human Rights Month in South Africa, with March 21 set
aside each year as Human Rights Day… a time to reflect not only on
the generous human rights we as South Africans enjoy, but also on
our privileges and obligations as citizens. Then, in April follows Good
Friday, Easter Sunday and Family Day… again a period when we share
in goodwill towards one another as human beings. It’s therefore only
fitting that we have dubbed this edition of Mzanzitravel, our human rights
and goodwill edition.
In the same vein I am sure you will enjoy our cover feature article, ‘From
Robben Island to Constitution Hill – A Human Rights Journey Across
South Africa’. In it we take our readers on a fascinating journey that
maps out all the key historical events and commemorative places that
brought South Africa from a place of repression to a country of liberty
and human rights for all. Next time you plan a road trip or holiday, why
not try this out?

Don’t forget our industry veterans
We commend the government for its announcement of a R1.2 billion
Tourism Equity Fund to promote black entrepreneurship in our sector
and to transform it, something that is very much overdue. But in the
same breath we urge our government, please dear government, please
don’t forget or neglect those veterans in our sector – travel, tourism and
hospitality – who have brought our sector so far and have contributed so
much to GDP and jobs in the past with their own money, blood, sweat
and tears.
By far the majority of these established businesses each employs a
number of people who in turn have to feed and clothe many more. Our
once thriving tourism sector has been devastated more than any by

Covid-19, and while it’s all very well bringing new blood into the industry
with government assistance, let’s not help a virus to further destroy the
existing tourism base by forgetting our tourism veterans who built up so
much for the benefit of all.

Now is the time to advertise!
As we have again eased back to lockdown level one with fewer
restrictions, let’s hope we can continue opening up and restarting our
tourism sector going forward. We know that as things open up, every
tourism, travel and hospitality business out there desperately needs
feet through the door. And the only way to achieve that, is to advertise!
Advertise! Advertise now! It’s the only way people will know about your
business, or all the wonderful experiences you can offer, and about
all your specials that will help financially stressed South Africans and
foreigners to support your business. From our side, we also have some
really good specials for our advertisers – please email us at sales@
mzanzitravel.co.za.
We had looked forward to seeing all our old friends at South Africa’s two
major tourism trade fairs that come up at this time of the year – Africa’s
Travel Indaba during May in Durban and WTM on 7 and 8 April in Cape
Town. WTM have already announced their event will be virtual, while
we are still awaiting the latest from Indaba. But either way, virtual or
actual, we cannot wait to again engage with all our advertisers, industry
colleagues and other friends. The good news is that we are down to
level one and things are again freeing up – so let’s hope for the best,
let’s get out there and let’s wow the world with all we have to offer in
sunny South Africa!
Till next time – stay safe, stay happy.

Stef
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South Africa

Ramaphosa launches Tourism Equity
Fund to transform the sector

TravelBites

Pretoria - President Cyril Ramaphosa says that the country’s tourism
sector will recover again as it has done previously. The president was
speaking at a virtual launch of the over R1.2bn Tourism Equity Fund
aimed at driving transformation in the sector. “Tourism is important
in the economy. It will come back as it has in the past. But we have
to ensure that when it returns it cannot be business as usual,” said
Ramaphosa. He said that as the country forged a path towards
sustainable recovery, black businesses in the sector needed to benefit
and not be marginal by-standers or mere suppliers. Ramaphosa said
that the Fund would assist businesses with broad based benefits,
transformation and rural and township development which he said

Soweto tourist landmark - Image by Christo Ras, Pixabay

South Africa’s black business lobby
hails Tourism Equity Fund as a ‘good
start’

Johannesburg - The establishment of South Africa’s Tourism Equity
Fund (TEF) is a good start to advance black economic empowerment
in the sector, says Black Business Council (BBC) CEO Kganki Matabane.
The BBC is the largest black business umbrella body in South Africa,
representing professionals across sectors, business associations
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had been neglected and pushed to the periphery. Ramaphosa said
the funding which will be in the form of grant-funding or loans would
allow black sector businesses to acquire equity for new developments
and expanding existing ones. Participants that will be able to access
funding would be enabled to increase their impact and be prepared
to reach a level of accessing private investment that will enable them
to run profitably and procure goods and services locally. The Tourism
Business Council of South Africa (TBCSA) welcomed the launch of the
Tourism Equity Fund (TEF) by the Department of Tourism in partnership
with the Small Enterprise Finance Agency (SEFA).

Source: Independent Online

and chambers. The Tourism Business Council of
South Africa (TBCSA), an organisation comprising
established players, including hotel groups and rental
car companies, says the fund is “a step in the right
direction,” according to CEO Tshifhiwa Tshivhengwa.
The fund’s goal is to provide funding for projects.
“By providing access to finance for black-owned
commercially viable tourism projects, the TEF is
intended to address one of the major challenges to
transformation of the tourism sector,” the tourism
department explained. The funds will be in the form
of debt, concessionary loans and grants. Tourism
is typically one of the biggest contributors to South
Africa’s GDP. It is also one of the sectors that has
experienced positive growth since 1994. Figures from Statistics South
Africa (Stats SA) show that in 2018, non-resident visitors to the country
spent R120bn ($8bn) within its borders. In addition, South Africa has
a “positive tourism trade balance with the rest of the world,” according
to Stats SA. This means foreigners spend more money in the country
than its citizens fork out when on overseas jaunts.

Source: Xolisa Phillip, The Africa Report

Government’s ‘limited aid’ to tourism
sector & new BEE fund criticised
Cape Town – South Africa’s tourism, travel and hospitality sector, like that of
the rest of the world, has probably been hardest hit of all economic sectors
by the Covid-19 pandemic and government lockdowns imposed to fight it.
Yet many people working in or those invested in the industry feel totally let
down by the South African government in helping them survive and recover.
Despite being one of the biggest and fastest growing sectors in the economy
by GDP contribution and employment figures, with foreign tourist spend of
R120bn ($8bn) in South Africa in 2018, government assistance for the sector
has been minimal and politically charged, says Cape Town-based political
consultants AIC in their weekly newsletter to clients, The Monday Briefing.
This view is shared in many opinions expressed by tourism and hospitality
operators and workers on social media chat groups for those in the tourism
industry. The ANC government is using the plight of the sector and its people
to sneak in its political agenda around racial transformation of the sector
under cover of the pandemic, says the newsletter. It said in a research piece
that analysed the impact of Covid-19 and government’s responses to it on
economic sectors that the ANC government had lost substantial popular
support and was hoping to recover this by fast-tracking a number of black
economic empowerment (BEE) or radical economic transformation initiatives
ahead of the 2021 municipal elections. It said that it had found that the sector
is generally grateful for the assistance provided to it through access to the
Covid-19 UIF/Ters benefit that helped keep many jobs temporarily afloat. But
many businesses and operators in the sector felt let down by the Minister
of Tourism Mmamoloko Kubayi-Ngubane’s Covid-19 relief assistance to the
sector of a once-off payment of R50,000 per business in 2020 which, they
point out, came with a stringent race-based black-economic empowerment
precondition to qualify. The newsletter also described the minister as being
“glaringly missing in action” during most of the pandemic to date.
It is pointed out that while ownership and invested participation in the sector
is indeed in need of transformation to include more black-owned tourism,
travel and hospitality businesses, it was a deplorable decision to do this on
the back of a pandemic that affected everyone equally regardless of race,
class or political allegiance While many businesses in the sector may still
be largely white owned, many of these are owned by families who poured
their life’s savings into their enterprises. And, regardless of the race of the
owners of businesses in the sector, almost all of them, barring one-person
operators, employed a majority of black workers, many whom have now lost
their jobs and whose families are going hungry. But even more disingenuous,
says the newsletter, has been President Cyril Ramaphosa’s announcement
of a new R1.2bn Tourism Equity Fund in the guise of being part of a recovery
programme for the sector albeit with a focus on transformation. It has very
little to do with assisting stricken businesses – of any race - in the sector,
said the newsletter. It is all about driving the ANC’s radical transformation
political agenda whereby the government will be assisting new black entrants
to the sector to establish their businesses or help existing ones expand or
launch new projects, with no assistance going to most of the ailing existing
businesses. The government’s priority should be to assist and help save
the existing tourism, travel and hospitality sector with its multitude of black
employees rather than replacing it with a new black-owned one, says the
newsletter. A pandemic is not the time and opportunity to cynically advance
political agendas, says the consultancy.
Source: AIC / The Monday Briefing

News & Information

UIF/Ters extension a lifeline
for SA tourism jobs as sector
collapses
Pretoria - The tourism industry has been hanging

in the balance due to the effects of Covid-19 for
months with subsequent job losses and business
closures. There has been concern for what may
happen during a third wave of the pandemic.

With travellers’ sceptical to travel, the South
African tourism industry took strain financially.
So, when President Cyril Ramaphosa extended the
Covid-19 UIF/Ters benefit to March 15, it offered
the industry a glimmer of hope. In his State of the
Nation address recently, Ramaphosa extended the
Covid-19 UIF/Ters benefit for those that have not
been able to operate. CEO of Asata, Otto de Vries,
said the reinstatement of UIF/Ters for the travel
industry would be an “important step towards

Durban’s famous beaches.jpg
Durban's

saving hundreds of thousands of tourism jobs
in an industry on the verge of collapse.” He said
countries, including Australia, Brazil, Canada,
Dubai, Germany, Hong Kong, UK, US and many
other instituted travel bans from South Africa in
the wake of concerns around the ‘South African
variant’ – B.1.351. “These countries form by far
the largest portion of our outbound travel market.
These obstacles combined with the alcohol ban,
beach closures, curfew and the restrictions on
public swimming pools during the height of
season have meant that the travel industry has
been, quite literally, unable to operate.” Fedhasa
Chairperson Rosemary Anderson said that many
businesses were unable to reopen despite the
easing of certain regulations. She said a recent
survey of over 200 Fedhasa members showed
an anticipated revenue decline of, on average,
72% when comparing February, March and April
2021 with the same period in 2019. “Almost all
respondents (95%) cited salaries as their biggest
cost concern, indicating the dire need for the relief
offered by the UIF/Ters scheme,” she explained.
“We know that real relief for our sector will only
come once the pandemic is under control and the
majority of the population has been vaccinated.”
David Frost, CEO of Satsa, called the extension
a ‘lifeline’ to the industry. He said the ban on SA
travel by several countries has resulted in an
unworkable trading environment for local tourism
businesses, with many closing their businesses.

Source: Clinton Moodley, Independent Online

Embattled KZN tourism authorities hinging
hopes on Easter
Durban - As travel-starved South Africans look for brief breaks,
tourism authorities on KwaZulu-Natal’s north coast have their
fingers crossed for a bumper Easter holiday season — despite
the Covid-19 pandemic. Cheryl Peters, acting CEO of iLembe
Enterprise, said that while the “past year has not been an easy
one”, holiday establishments have been receiving enquiries ahead
of the Easter holiday in April. Tourism KwaZulu-Natal is on a drive
to push for tourists to return to popular destinations, including the
north and south coast. “We are confident that we will see visitors
return to the north coast again this Easter. “The past year has not
been an easy one, with many tourists having to cut short their
December holidays due to the second wave of the coronavirus.
Many are in desperate need of some time away from it all. We
have been receiving a lot of enquiries.”

Durban’s famous beaches
Durban’s famous beaches.jpg
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Source: Suthentira Govender, TimesLIVE

What the vaccine rollout means for the South
African tourism sector
Cape Town - With the Western Cape having commenced
its Covid-19 vaccine roll-out on February 17, travel
experts share what it means for South Africans
and the tourism sector. South Africa received its
first delivery of the Johnson & Johnson Covid-19
vaccine at OR Tambo International Airport in Gauteng
recently. Cape Town Tourism CEO Enver Duminy
said the vaccine roll-out “marks a milestone in our
Covid-19 vaccine - Image by Wilfried Pohnke, Pixabay
road towards recovery. As Cape Town Tourism,
we see this inoculation as a sign of a better, and
we can expect to see restrictions lifted,” she said. “There will need to be a
hopefully a brighter future for us in South Africa. We look towards a future
substantial decrease in the infection rate in South Africa, and the citizens
where the Covid-19 vaccination will bring back a lot of travel confidence of
of other countries will need to see significant decreases in their infection
our tourists from all over the world.” Jennifer Morris, the owner of Travel
numbers before the vaccines will be deemed to be effective, and restrictions
Savvy, believes the current Covid-19 situation won’t change overnight. She
begin to lift. For the moment, this means very few travel opportunities for
called the situation for South African travellers “tricky” at the moment. “Most
South Africans beyond our own borders, and more months of uncertainty
destinations have banned South Africans entry into their countries because
and hardship for the travel industry,” she explained.
of the new SA Covid-19 variant. Simultaneously, while our borders are open,
many other countries will not allow their citizens to travel to South Africa
Source: Independent Online
because of the new strain of the virus. For these situations to be resolved,
the vaccine roll-out across the globe will need to be quite advanced before

Travel company finds loophole for recouping
funds paid to SAA
Cape Town - A luxury tourism operator has discovered a way to
recover money for flights that were paid for but not taken before
SAA’s extended grounding. Tour operators and agents have been
battling to recover funds from SAA and for tickets it sold on behalf
of its former franchise, Airlink. Many passengers and tourism
businesses are finding themselves stuck with unused tickets.
Rhino Africa Tours and Safaris, a luxury tour and safari company
based in Cape Town, has found a legal way to recoup money
it paid SAA for flights booked before the airline was grounded.
Passengers who paid for SAA tickets with personal cards would
have been able to lodge a dispute with their banks and register
a chargeback claim for services paid for, but not supplied, by
the airline. The Consumer Protection Act states customers have
SAA aircraft
120 days from the original travel date to file a chargeback claim.
But most customers missed this deadline, believing SAA would
have returned to the skies within weeks of its grounding in 2020, or that the airline would have made provision for passengers with vouchers for future
travels. The Bank Mandate states cardholders have 540 days from the date a ticket was issued to register a chargeback claim. This data was used by
Rhino Africa when lodging a chargeback claim for the money it had paid SAA using its lodged business cards. On the basis of the Bank Mandate and
the Consumer Protection Act, Rhino Africa was able to submit chargeback claims for large sums of money paid over to SAA for services that were never
provided. Rhino Africa has since received the refunds.

Source: Lorne Philpot, The South African
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the world. This has unfortunately been exacerbated
by

inaccurate

and

sensationalist

reporting

in

international media, particularly in the UK, which is one
of SA’s key source markets.

As we have seen in other sectors across our economy,

the effect of the pandemic has been devastating for

employment and resulting in the closing down of
businesses.

But I still believe that all is not lost, because in many
ways there are reasons to be hopeful – both in the

advances being made in combatting the pandemic,
and in the response to it from the tourism sector as
well as South African Tourism.

Thursday night’s State of the Nation address, President
Ramaphosa’s fifth since he assumed office, gave us
several reasons to be optimistic.

Perhaps the most important development from a

South African Tourism Chief Executive
Officer Sisa Ntshona

travel and tourism perspective was the President’s

SONA developments generate further
momentum for a tourism recovery

Kenya and ten other countries. In line with the

e-visas will transform travel to SA
and boost traveler numbers as we
continue to work hard to ensure that
the industry bounces back.

delivery, e-visas will allow the management of the

South Africa’s annual State of the Nation Address
(SONA) provides all of us with a moment to reflect
and take stock of our progress as a country.

The Covid-19 pandemic has had a massive impact

on global travel and tourism. However, we have been
working hard to be at the forefront of the recovery.

We have seen an inevitable decrease in international

arrival numbers into South Africa, driven by the
trajectory of the pandemic, travel policies in key
source markets as well as issuing of travel advisories

and travel bans. Many international airlines have also
halted flights into South Africa and other parts of

12 |Issue 20|www.mzanzitravel.co.za | MZANZITRAVEL

announcement regarding the introduction of e-visas
for travelers coming from China, India, Nigeria,
President’s commitment to the use of information
and

communication

technologies

to

improve

visa application process to take place entirely online,

from the submission of applications and supporting
documents, payments and the decision on the
application.

This is a critical development for our industry, and
addresses one of the major barriers to entry into
our country.

The World Trade Organisation (WTO)

has reported the expected increase in passenger
numbers driven by the improved facilitation of visas at

between 5 and 25%. The African Development Bank’s

fifth annual Visa Openness Index Report, released in
December 2020, argues that increased open borders

and cross-country mobility will be increasingly
important for economic recovery.

The World Economic Forum’s Travel & Tourism
Competitiveness Report 2019 found that economies

that implemented policies related to the lowering of

the market has been critical to the survival of our

their gap with other destinations.

who have who have supported tourism and travelled

visa requirements have come closer to narrowing

There was also hope for SA’s economy offered

industry, and I’d like to thank all the South Africans
responsibly.

in the form of the extension of the TERS scheme.

The revitalisation of domestic tourism will ensure

challenging conditions, we hope that the scheme will

to the economy. Our domestic recovery will play a

With many businesses closed or operating under

be extended to continue supporting workers in the

sector. This support would also ensure that we are
able to welcome international travelers the moment

they wish to travel, otherwise we will lose them to
competing country destinations.

In tourism circles, we refer to 2021 as the year of the
vaccine, and the imminent roll-out of vaccines in SA
highlighted in SONA will be critical as we work to build
confidence back into travel.

We have committed to monitoring developments
with regard to vaccines and will continue to keep our
industry partners globally appraised of the progress.

Although the current environment for our vital tourism

economy is challenging, I’m pleased to say that the

sector has proven to be remarkably resilient. We have
been encouraged to see global airline partners such
as Qatar Airways demonstrating their faith in the

destination by increasing their flights to South Africa.
Qatar have announced increased flight frequency of
their flights to Cape Town, Durban and Johannesburg.

We have also seen a survey emerge with SA as the

that the sector continues to contribute meaningfully
significant role in how we recover internationally.

The priority for our tourism industry is to increase
operations

and

maximize

on

the

existing

opportunities in a safe manner, with the aim of
minimising economic and employment impacts and
positioning SA for broader economic recovery. The

sector is also developing clarity on how South Africa
can outcompete its rivals in a market where every
destination will be chasing recovery. SA’s tourism
‘recovery’ therefore won’t only mean a return to the

levels and practice we saw pre-crisis, but rather
places the sector on a growth trajectory that realises
the country’s vast tourism potential.

The Tourism Recovery Strategy published last year

focusses on several strategic themes as central
to South Africa’s recovery: Re-Igniting Demand,

Rejuvenating Supply and Strengthening Enabling
Capability. The plan also encompasses ten strategic

recommendations proposed along with specific
actions, timeframes and accountabilities.

We remain committed to further flattening the curve

in order for our sector to grow again and to welcome
all tourists to our shores.

leading destination travelers from the UK want to visit

For enquiries, please contact:

South African Tourism in collaboration with the

Nonku Khumalo at South African Tourism
Email: nonku@southafrica.net OR mediaq@
southafrica.net
Website www.southafrica.net

once global travel begins to normalise.

broader tourism sector, has also worked hard during

the pandemic to prepare the country’s tourism
sector to come back in better shape than ever, while
focusing on the generation of domestic demand

to support the industry while international travel is

limited. The President repeated his calls to buy local,
adding momentum to our efforts to promote local
tourism.

As part of our recovery, in 2021 and the foreseeable
future, we will continue to focus most of our efforts

and resources on domestic tourism. This aspect of
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of the

8 best
treehouse stays
By Stef Terblanche
Whether in search of a truly romantic getaway,
or a desire to get as close to nature as possible,
or simply just to fulfil your childhood fantasy of
living like Tarzan, staying in a treehouse with
only a canopy of leaves and the stars above your
bed, has a kind of universal appeal…well, maybe
not for everyone but for many of us. For those
among us who have never before slept in Mother
Nature’s own bedroom, now is a good time to do
so.
Fortunately, there are many treehouse stays
available in South Africa, ranging from fairly basic
to ultra-luxurious, from the safe and conservative
to the wildly adventurous just a breath away from
lions and other awesome creatures. And they are
spread across all our diverse locations, from Big
14 |Issue 20|www.mzanzitravel.co.za | MZANZITRAVEL

5 country in the Kruger National Park, to the arid
Karoo plains of the Northern Cape, to the isolated
beauty of the Waterberg, and down to the Eastern
Cape and the Knysna Forest along the Garden
Route.
To give our readers a better idea of what’s on offer,
we selected for this edition of our regular feature,
‘8 of the Best’, a diverse variety of treehouse
stays around the country. But remember, as
always, this is only a sample and there are many
more treehouse destinations you can enjoy.
What better way than this to isolate, maintain
our distance and avoid the crowds! PS: The only
crowds you might encounter, will be the beautiful
wild animals and birds that inhabit our reserves.

1. Bushwa Treehouse,
Waterberg

1

Pictures by Jared Ruttenberg

The Bushwa Treehouse is part of the Bushwa Private Game Lodge
which is located high up on a hill in a private reserve with expansive
views of the Waterberg Mountain. It is within the Greater Waterberg
Biosphere in Limpopo Province, a magical part of the country with
lush vegetation, rivers and streams, hills and mountains, and of
course its animal kingdom. The nearest town is Vaalwater, roughly
a 2-to-3-hour drive from Johannesburg.
This is a truly wonderful treehouse set in a cluster of trees
overlooking a waterhole. From your deck or even your bed you can
watch a variety of animals quenching their thirst at the waterhole
below. This raised treetop retreat has no electricity but does have
solar powered lights and a geyser. Guests who plan on staying
there, will need their own vehicle to drive to and from the main
lodge for meals.
Apart from the treehouse, Bushwa Private Game Lodge also offers
other exclusive accommodation, including the luxurious Safari
Lodge, Rhino Bush Camp, and Tsamma Bush Spa. It is the perfect
spot for a weekend safari in a malaria free area and what better
way to do it than using a romantic treehouse as your base. Bushwa
offers a variety of activities, from guided game drives to lazy days
at the swimming pool and soothing spa treatments. This is truly a
piece of bushveld paradise designed to relax and sooth the soul,
engulf the senses and bring you back to tranquil nature.

Contact: Email reservations@african-retreats.co.za;
Tel +27 (0)15 793 0259 or +27 (0)82 562 1842;
Website www.bushwa.co.za.

2. Ngala Treehouse,
Ngala Private Game
Reserve
Cosy up in luxurious style to the star-lit African skies in your bed in this magnificent
4-level treehouse surrounded only by the African bush and all the wonderful creatures
that live in it, yet in total safety. The treehouse forms part of the andBEYOND Ngala
Safari Lodge, a timeless safari lodge situated in a private concession in the Ngala
Private Game Reserve which shares unfenced borders with the Kruger National Park.
Ngala, which means lion in the local language, offers guests a most incredible Big
Five wildlife experience, in relative privacy away from the crowds due to exclusive
traversing rights on 14,700 hectares of this fabulous Big 5 country.
The treehouse is set on 4 different levels including 2 different sleep areas: level
3 with its king-size bed is covered and waterproof, while level 4 features an open
sleeping platform under retractable awning. Surrounded by all the necessary creature
comforts, you can enjoy sumptuous meals under the stars, toast the sunset from
your deck, and watch the passing parade of wild animals.

2

Pictures Supplied

Completely off the grid, this treehouse promises luxury and comfort while offering
the most exclusive wilderness experience. Safaris are led by expert andBEYONDtrained ranger and tracker teams, that ensure sensitive off-roading practices to allow
close-up game sightings of elephant, buffalo, rhino, lion, leopard, spotted hyena,
giraffe and more.
The Ngala Treehouse Experience can only be booked when booking one or more
nights at either andBEYOND Ngala Safari Lodge or andBEYOND Ngala Tented Camp,
in the event that guests need to return to their room due to bad weather.

•

Contact: website www.andbeyond.com.

3. Osfontein Treehouse,
Carnarvon, Northern Cape
A treehouse with a lake in the middle of the vast plains of the arid Great Karoo – that’s what you’ll
find at Osfontein in the Northern Cape. Located just outside the history-soaked town of Carnarvon with
its awesome museum, the Osfontein Tree House features tented sleeping on a raised platform and
a balcony with views of a dam and the endless Karoo veld with its unique hills and rock formations.
It’s truly something of a little oasis.
High above the ground in trees that are more than a hundred years old and filled with birds, the tree
house also comes with a seating area, a dining area and a kitchenette complete with a microwave, a
fridge and a stovetop. There is a garden with a barbecue for guests to use. At the back you can open
the bathroom and walk onto a patio overlooking a dam surrounded by old trees.

3

The self-catering treehouse offers accommodation for two with a double bed, en-suite bathroom,
with hot shower as well as a kitchenette with fridge/freezer, microwave, two-plate gas stove, cutlery
as well as the basic pots and pans. There is a braai area and swimming pool at ground level and
firewood is for sale at the farmhouse. There is plenty to see and learn in nearby Carnarvon. On the
guest farm guests can enjoy long and refreshing hikes, ride their mountain bikes, explore the trails,
or just relax to the sound of birds in the trees.
Also on the farm, are the Osfontein Antieke Klip Guesthouses. These are meticulously restored, roughly
hewn Corbelled houses that were built by the first trekboers (nomadic farmers) who arrived in the
area from the Western Cape in the early 1800s.

•

Pictures Supplied

Contact: Tel 053 382 6092, Natasha Cell 072 310 7979, or Stegman
Cell 082 662 4092; email osfontein@gmail.com.

8 of the best

4. Samara Star Bed,
Graaff-Reinet
Closer to the Milky Way and more romantic you won’t find, than curling up with

your loved one in a four-poster bed under the expansive skies of the
Great Karoo. Aptly named Star Bed, this treehouse experience is located on

the Milk River in the Samara Private Game Reserve with its two owner-operated
luxury lodges, the Karoo Lodge and The Manor. To experience the Star Bed,
you have to be booked into one of the two lodges for at least two nights.www.
locallyyours.co.za/market-home.
Samara is an award-winning conservation project started in 1997 with a desire
to restore the Great Karoo to its former glory. Assembling 11 farms totalling
67,000 acres, Samara’s founders vowed to restore the magic of this place.
Today, thousands of wild animals roam this rejuvenated wilderness. The lodges
accommodate a maximum of 26 guests at a time, thus ensuring you will never
feel crowded with each guest having almost the entire place to themselves.

Pictures by Jared Ruttenberg

Here you can enjoy sunset drinks and a picnic dinner out in the open, watching
the wildlife descend to the nearby water, or take in the astonishing views of
the spectacular mountain landscape. There are plenty of fun things to do here,
like game drives, family safaris, cheetah tracking, fly camping, walking safaris,
wilderness picnics, mountain biking, and much more.
Samara is located in the Eastern Cape Province, 53km south-east of historic
Graaff-Reinet, the country’s 4th oldest town and renowned for its meticulously
restored and whitewashed Cape Dutch, Georgian, Victorian, Edwardian and
Karoo-style architecture.

•

4

Contact: Reservations Tel +27 (0) 31 262 0324; Lodge
Tel +27 (0) 49 940 0059 or +27 (0) 49 891 0880; 		
Email reservations@samara.co.za; 				
Website www.samara.co.za
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5.Teniqua Treetops, Garden
Route
It was John Muir the naturalist, author, environmental philosopher, botanist, zoologist, and
glaciologist also known as ‘John of the Mountains’ and the father of some of America’s
best known national parks who said, “And into the forest I go to lose my mind and find
my soul”. And that’s exactly what you will be doing during a stay at the Teniqua Treetops
situated within the magical Knysna Forest along the famous Garden Route. Here you will
be spoilt for experiences when it comes to natural beauty and adventure, or just soaking
up the soul-soothing healing powers of relaxing in such a wondrous environment.
Teniqua Treetops is an exclusive 3-star rated self-catering resort with a number of stunning
couples or family-sized treehouses. It is situated in 36 hectares of pure garden forest
some 16km off the N2, just 20 minutes away from the charming little village of Sedgefield.
On-site facilities include the De Adder Padda bush bar serving among other things some
local brews. There’s also a petting zoo, art gallery, 2 forest trails and a river walk giving
guests access to the Karatara river and rock pools.

Pictures Supplied

5

The suites are built in a gorge, so access is from ground level and the front of the suites
are built on stilts ranging from two to six meters above ground, which provide breath-taking
views of the Karatara Gorge or the magical Knysna Forest with its lush green canopy. Each
suite is a combination of tent canvas, wood and glass while materials and furnishings are
kept to eco-friendly standards.
All suites have a shaded carport, an outside decked patio area and a weber braai, fridge,
microwave and gas cooker with crockery and cutlery to comfortably see you through the
nights. The different treehouse suites have lovely descriptive names like Louries Nest,
Moon-over-Milkwood, Gorge View, and Greenbeard.

•

Contact: Tel +27 (0)44 356 2868; Cell +27 (0)83
551 1117; Email queries@teniquatreetops.co.za;
Website www.teniquatreetops.co.za.

6.Thabametsi Treehouse,
Marakele National
Park
Only 3 ½ hours’ drive from Johannesburg or 45 minutes by private air charter, lies the
Marataba concession of Marakele National Park, with its Thabametsi Treehouse exclusively
for the use of guests booked into either Marataba Safari Lodge or Marataba Mountain Lodge.
Marataba is a 21,000-hectare (68,000-acre), privately managed section of the Marakele
National Park and uniquely situated where lush bushveld gives way to the Kalahari sands,
in Limpopo Province. As a contractual National Park, Marataba is one of South Africa’s
most innovative conservation models.

6

With more than 1,000 acres of wilderness for every guest bed, Marataba offers intimate
game viewing experiences from one of four lodges and camps, each with their own
character and charm.
Thabametsi Treehouse is part of the MORE Treehouses Collection which is part of the
MORE Lodges & Hotels group. The treehouse sits right under the strikingly beautiful sheer
cliffs of the Waterberg in Marataba. As you snuggle into your four-poster bed, embrace
the black night with surround-sound supplied by the Big 5. Listen to the baboons barking
as they bed down for the night in the cliffs above, and the lion roaring on the plains below.
Your day consists of all that you wish to fit in or not between sunrise and sunset. Maybe
you just want to laze on your deck and take in the beautiful views, or you may go on game
drives with professional guides, or enjoy the specialist hiking trails, or sunset water safaris,
tuck into a sumptuous meal, then round off your day with sundowners on the deck before
turning in for a night’s sleep under the stars.

•

Pictures by Jared Ruttenberg

Contact: Tel +27 (0)21 876 2153; 				
Email res@maratabacamps.co.za; 				
Website www.more.co.za.

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF
THE HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY

www.sealy.co.za

www.slumberland.co.za

www.edblo.co.za

With all the challenges facing the hospitality industry last
year, you may be surprised to learn that a change of beds
could be just what the doctor ordered.
Find out why it makes so much sense to welcome your
guests by replacing the beds in your establishment with
Sealy, Edblo or Slumberland mattresses made especially
for the hospitality industry.
Contact our Hospitality
department for more information
hospitality@bravobrands.com
011 309 4000

7. Vindoux Treehouses,
Tulbagh
Only a 90-minute drive from Cape Town, set in the lush Tulbagh Valley and the

foothills of the Saronsberg Mountains, there is a little piece of heaven – the Vindoux
Tree House Guest Farm & Spa. Enjoy a touch of quirkiness in these treehouses,
each secluded among trees bordering a game camp or orchards, with views of the
wildlife, orchards and majestic mountains from your balcony.

7

The treehouses sleep two and are individually styled to include an en-suite bathroom
with large spa bath, high quality bed linen, fluffy robes, tea and coffee-making
facilities and private braai areas. All you have to do is add the romance, but that
certainly isn’t difficult in this breath-taking environment. Breakfast is served directly
to your treehouse in bed, or you could enjoy it on the deck, watching the springbok
grazing nearby. Onsite dining also extends to picnics, cheese boards and platters,
which provides an ideal opportunity to enjoy a romantic meal under the stars in
your treehouse.
Vindoux is a family-run guest farm offering a Day Spa with a wide variety of beauty
and relaxation treatments including single or couples’ massages, a gym for workouts,
fishing in the dam, game viewing from your tree house, visits to local wine farms,
exploring the historic and beautiful town of Tulbagh, going for long walks and more.

Contact: Sophie du Toit Cell +27 (0)82 404 7778;
Tel +27 (0)23 230 0635; Website www.vindoux.com or
www.fynbostherapy.co.za; Email vindouxfarm@gmail.com.
Pictures Supplied

8. Bonamanzi Tree
Lodge, Hluhluwe, KZN
Hit the N2 highway from Durban or Gauteng towards northern KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) until
you reach the Bonamanzi Game Reserve, located between Lake St Lucia on one side,
and the Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park on the other. Within this 4,000-hectare privately owned
reserve, declared a Natural Heritage Site in 1995, you will find the well-known self-catering
Bonamanzi Tree Lodge and Rustic Tree Houses. There are other accommodation options
too that come in a variety of lodges, cottages and chalets situated in different parts of
the reserve.
The self-catering Tree Lodge is a wooden structure on stilts, offering three air-conditioned
bedrooms interlinked by a boardwalk, and can accommodate 6 people. It is well-equipped
with single/king beds, all rooms with en-suite bathrooms, all have verandas, an open
plan lounge/dining/kitchen area that leads onto a veranda overlooking a water hole, braai
area and satellite TV. Guided or self-drive (on some routes) game viewing lets you see
the Big Four – no lions – and many other animals.
The reserve’s famed biodiversity that includes sand forests, savanna and wetland
areas, makes it one of the best birding destinations in Southern Africa. Nearby is the
96,000-hectare Hluhluwe-iMflozi Park which has all of the Big 5 as well as Lake St Lucia
and the iSimangaliso Wetland Park.
Apart from the Tree Lodge, Bonamanzi also offers guests a choice of 2-sleeper Rustic
Tree Houses and Rustic Family Tree Houses. These are also raised on stilts, are self-

catering and come with all basic amenities. Guests can make use of a restaurant
and facilities at the main reception area, roughly 800 m away via a pathway.

Contact: Cell +27 (0)83 634 0895 or (0)72 027 3452;
email info@bonamanzi.co.za; website www.bonamanzi.co.za.
20 |Issue 20|www.mzanzitravel.co.za | MZANZITRAVEL

8

Pictures Supplied

Our regular feature in which we explore some fascinating offthe-beaten-track places and unique experiences you may not
have known existed…
By Stef Terblanche
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The Fernery…

Luxurious cliffside
eagle’s nest
By Stef Terblanche

of indigenous ferns and enjoy light meals and refreshments.
The Fernery was followed by the construction of a number of
4-star logwood chalets on the farm overlooking the Sanddrift
River as part of their partnership in the luxury Dolphin Trail (a 3
day hiking route including meals and accommodation). These
proved to be so successful that Frans and Meg converted

There’s a beautiful lodge in the Eastern Cape at the base of the

their stunning cliff side home into a luxury Lodge. The luxury

lovely Tsitsikamma Mountains and next to the Tsitsikamma

B&B apartment chalets, each with 2 en-suite bedrooms and a

National Park, perched high up on a cliff like an eagle’s nest,

plunge pool on the deck, were added later.

with a waterfall on the side and an ancient river running into
the sea far, far below. It has enchanting views of the rugged

Guests have a choice of staying in luxury suites or in the logwood

coastline, the deep river gorge that cuts through the landscape,

forest chalets. The latter offer a choice of B&B, self-catering,

and the surrounding plantations of pines and ferns. Here you

family or twin. Each is tucked away privately on the edge of the

will rediscover what it is to have a soul. The place… is called

gorge, offering spectacular views of the waterfalls, black-water

The Fernery Lodge & Chalets.

pools, cliffs, mountains, plantations and the sea. The chalets,
lodge and other areas are connected by raised boardwalks.

It started many years ago in 1985 when the founder-owners
Frans and Meg Gerber first arrived here from Johannesburg

We stayed in a B&B chalet. It was the perfect place to return to

with their three young sons to start a new adventure, with little

after a day exploring the area, sitting back on the wooden deck,

more than a dream in their pockets. Frans and Meg gave up city

sipping a refreshing drink, taking in the scenery, and listening

life to establish a fern exporting business on the land that had

to the ample birdlife. On warm nights you can relax until late

belonged to Meg’s deceased father…and to build their dream

with a fine bottle of wine and good company in the outdoor

home perched high up on the edge of a cliff that forms part of

Jacuzzi on the edge of the cliff. And, for the colder nights the

the breath-taking Sandrift River gorge.

lodge and chalets have cosy fireplaces.

After some years they built The Fernery with its magical display

Enjoy mouth-watering cuisine in the restaurant and definitely

of indigenous ferns and running water, flanked by the nursery.

do try the very delicious mushroom soup! You also have the

In this tranquil setting guests can view and buy a large variety

option of ordering meat or fish, salads and bread from the

Explore SA

kitchen and doing your own braai (barbecue) on the deck of

Bay) until you reach the signpost to turn off shortly after the

your chalet, as we did. Or enjoy a picnic prepared by the chef

Tsitsikamma Total Petroport and the Storms River Bridge. Then

at one of the cliff top picnic decks.

follow the signs or your map until you get to Forest Ferns Estate
and the lodge. The location of this 4-star award-winning lodge

The lodge and surrounding area offers plenty to keep you busy.

is exactly midway between Plettenberg Bay and Jeffrey’s Bay

This includes a gym, sauna, Jacuzzis, hiking trails, swimming,

and about 160km from both the Port Elizabeth and George

rowing on a dam, mountain bike trails, canopy tours, kayaking,

airports. Surrounded by awesome scenery and tranquillity,

bungee jumping, black water rafting, visiting the Tsitsikamma

it is the ideal place to rejuvenate and reconnect with nature.

National Park, exploring the awesome Storms River Mouth,
or visiting the quaint Storms River Village which even boasts
a restaurant cum shrine to Elvis Presley and Marilyn Monroe.
To get there you follow the N2 (coming from Plettenberg

Kogelberg Nature
Reserve… one of the

Cape’s finest

•

For more information contact The Fernery
Lodge & Chalets and Restauranton Tel +27 (0)
42 280 3588, or +27 (0)81 422 9617 or
email reservations@fernery.co.za or visit their
website at www.fernery.co.za.

diversity and quality of fynbos means it is considered to be the
very heart of the Cape Floral Kingdom. The reserve presents
perhaps the finest example of mountain fynbos in the Western
Cape and is a world-renowned World Heritage Site.

By Stef Terblanche

At Kogelberg, a sensitive core of 18,000 hectares of the reserve
Kogelberg Nature Reserve is considered by many to be the

has been kept pristine and wild. Here there is much biological

finest and most beautiful of CapeNature’s many protected and

diversity and conservation is always the priority. Only activities

beautiful reserves. That may be due to several things, including

which do not adversely affect natural processes and wildlife

its location with the sea on one side, mountains on the other,

are allowed and all accommodation and other buildings in the

and a beautiful river running through the centre. But more than

reserve were built strictly in accordance with the latest eco-

anything, it owes its reputation to the fact that it occupies a

lodge technology.

fynbos paradise with minimal human interference. Its exceptional
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If you have ever driven along the R44 between Gordon’s Bay and

reserve office you follow a clearly marked trail that winds its way

Kleinmond, you would have seen and have been mesmerised

up the valley towards the mountains and all along the Palmiet

by the beauty of the Kogelberg. This pristine beauty remains all

River. There are some lovely rockpools ideal for swimming

year round, but changes appearance according to the season.

along the way, and at one point the bush opens up onto what

During the blazing hot summer months, it turns into shades

is called The Beach – a large, magnificent, white-sanded beach

of grey, orange, brown and light green; in winter the rains and

on the banks of the river.

mists bring torrents of water cascading down rock faces that
were bone dry only weeks before, and the veld and mountain

Other hiking trails include the Oudebosch-Harold Porter, a

hills turn a lovely deep green.

moderate 6km / 3-4hrs hike up Oudebosch gorge into Harold
Porter Botanical Garden; the Kogelberg Trail, a moderate to

The whole area is inspirational and one of more than 400

long walk of 24km / 9hrs along Oudebosch gorge passing

biosphere reserves worldwide. Kogelberg was South Africa’s

through Oudebosch montane forest patch and passing in

first registered biosphere reserve and it encompasses the entire

close proximity to the Platbos and Louw’s bos montane forest

coastal area from Gordon’s Bay to the Bot River estuary, and

patches; the Perdeberg Trail of 22km / 7 – 8 hours from the

inland to Grabouw and the Groenland Mountain.

Iona Wine Estate to Perdeberg peak lookout point; the moderate
Three Sisters Trail of 8km / 4hrs starting from the Kleinmond

By now you should have realised that it is also the ideal hiker’s

Golf course; the Houwhoek Trail, a moderate 8km / 3hrs walk

paradise. In Kogelberg Nature Reserve, visitor numbers are

starting from the Houwhoek Inn; the Rooisand Ramble, an easy

limited and low-impact activities which are compatible with the

5km / 2hrs walk along the Rooisand boardwalk at the Botriver

wilderness atmosphere is encouraged. Covid-19 has brought

Estuary; plus several other easy trails.

further restrictions, although the reserve is open both for those
who want to stay for a while and those who only come here to

The Highlands Trail is a moderate two-day overnight hike that

enjoy a hike. Hikers have several options and should be prepared

begins at the farm Iona. Accommodation is arranged with the

for fairly rough terrain and unpredictable weather.

owners. Bookings can be made via the CapeNature Contact
Centre. The trail takes approximately 6-7 hours on day one and

Hiking options range from day walks to a two-day overnight

8 hours on day two. The maximum group size is limited to 12

route. The day walks are available at R50 per adult and R30

people. The Highlands trail leads through private, municipal

per child and permits may be purchased at the reserve office

and conservation land.

or bookings can be made via the CapeNature Contact Centre.
Other activities in and around Kogelberg include various organised
The day walk trails include the Palmiet River Walk, a trail distance

forest adventures, gravity adventures, swimming, watching

of some 10km that takes about 3 hours to complete. From the

wildlife, birds and whales, and mountain biking.
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Accomodation in the reserve consists of the self-catering Mbali

been perfect for enjoying the loungers, the lodge pool,

Collection of 8 glass-fronted cabins, sleeping between 2 and

and a warm drive through the bushveld.

6 people each, and the Oudebosch Eco Cabins which are 6
glass-fronted eco-cabins that give occupants breath-taking
views of the reserve, sleeping between 2 and 4 people each.
To get there, take the N2 north from Cape Town to Gordon’s

Secondly, in my haste to book a little getaway, I hadn’t
realized that there were no elephants in the smaller reserve
we were visiting. You see, I’d just finished The Elephant

Bay, turn left onto the R44, follow the road along the coast past

Whisperer, and after reading the book I was ready to try

Pringle Bay and Betty’s Bay, and just before you reach Kleinmond

my hand at a little pachyderm parlance. Even if it hadn’t

you will see the sign for Kogelberg. Take the dirt road to the left.

worked, I was rather excited to spend some time with

•

For more information call the reserve office on Tel
087 288 0499; accommodation and permit bookings
on Tel 087 087 8250; or visit the CapeNature website
at www.capenature.co.za/reserves/kogelbergnature-reserve/. \

these sagely creatures.
Now, with the possibility of rain cancelling the outing,
and not a single elephant in sight, off we went on safari,
with a vehicle full of strangers nogal. As a guest climbed
on board with a plastic tumbler almost overflowing with
beer, I turned to my partner with a desperate look that
said it all.
We began to pass the mandatory impala, dubbed the
MacDonald’s of the bush because of the ‘M’ marking on
their behinds and their over-abundance making them the
fast-food of the bush. We oohed and aahed over several
young giraffe calves that seemed as curious of us as we
were of them.
However, once the rain held back and the landscape
began to open, so did the personalities on our open-top
vehicle. In true South African fashion, little jokes and jibes
began to rise and within a mere 20-mintues of driving I

The Surprising
South African
Safari
By Jared Ruttenberg
It really could have been a disappointing game drive.
Firstly, an over-eager cold front was gifting our little bush
escape with every possible downpour of rain it could. As
much as the parched earth desperately needed rain, just
one day of sun – or even just a few hours – would have
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experienced something I never have before on safari: a
group of local strangers were transformed into a cackling
clutch of friends.
It all began when Terrence, who shortly into the drive,
jumped off and proceeded to heed to the call of nature
only two meters from the vehicle. Whether it was a lack
of modesty or a fear of the buffalo that kept him so close,
we all had a chuckle. Jumping back on board he smiled,
telling us not to worry that his wife had wet wipes. The
look of astonishment (or was it nervousness) on her face
told a different story and we were in stitches all the more.

HEADER

HEADER

Where I’m more accustomed to being among foreigners on

someone quickly pointed out that obviously she’d been

game drives, this was different. We were the quintessential

given too much of the aforementioned plant as a child…

South Africa bunch: Pedi, Sotho, Venda, Afrikaans, English
and a Brit - who was very quick to point out that she’d

Stopping for sundowners the jokes and camaraderie

lived in South Africa longer than most of us had been alive!

continued, not even needing extra fuelling from the
G&Ts that were freely flowing. Loving the sense of

Refilwe had been silent for the first part of the drive, until

community that had been fostered, and realizing all of us

someone discovered that he was completing a PhD in

had travelled from Joburg, I tentatively suggested a little

entomology, specializing in ants. The looks of surprise

reunion gathering at some point. The team was more

were quickly followed by a series of questions about the

than enthusiastic, and soon contacts were exchanged.

tiny creatures. It wasn’t long before he was calling for
the vehicle to be stopped and was explaining some of

Despite threatening rain and no sign of ellies, I returned

the critters and local plants on route.

from the most unexpectedly enjoyable, and truly South
African safari I’ve ever had. I was reminded that as much

While Stiaan, our rather knowledgeable 23-year old guide

as our heritage is a remarkable 22,000 plant and 300

was giving his commentary, informative and humorous

mammal species, they are nothing without the millions of

facts were emerging from the combined South African

marvellously diverse people who make South Africa and

knowledge base on board. From, which plant made for

who also have the privilege of calling South Africa home.

the best toilet paper in bush emergencies, to, how ants
can count, a startling array of rather amusing bush antics

•

Jared Ruttenberg travel-blogs under the name
@JAREDINCPT – you can read more of his
articles at www.jaredincpt.com.

•

Please Note: Live Record road trip postponed

one should follow to ensure you are pregnant with a girl
child, to, which plant to boil when pregnant to ensure that
the child would have soft and luscious hair.
Later, our foreign-but-fully-local Brit regaled us with the
story about a traditional wedding she’d attended dressed
in traditional attire, chuckling that the biggest challenge
was that the doek kept sliding off her hair. Of course,
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In our previous edition we announced that Mzanzitravel’s Hidden
Gems was teaming up with 4 exceptional young South Africans who
wished to share with our readers their experiences during a marathon
7-month road trip across the length and breadth of South Africa.
Unfortunately, they had to postpone their travels indefinitely due to
Covid-19 and the national lockdown level 3. However, if and when
they start their road trip, we will keep our readers informed.

Hotel Deutsches Haus
Restaurant and Bar | Sat-TV | High speed Internet

THE HOTEL

RESTAURANT AND BAR

The 3 star hotel, is located within the city centre of the beautiful town of Swakopmund.
It offers a charming ambience and prides itself on excellent service. If you are looking
for a hotel that exudes excellence in everything ranging from our full in-house laundry
service, conference facilities, free high speed internet, spacious comfortable rooms
and our well renowned in house Restaurant and Bar, Hotel Deutsches Haus is
what you are looking for. Our recently refurbished rooms now cater up to 70 beds,
comprising of single, double, spacious family rooms and our popular luxury suites,
all to suite your every need and will ensure that your stay is comfortable.

Our Restaurant and Bar provides only the highest quality
to tantalize your culinary taste buds. Our kitchen opens
daily at 6am for Breakfast. Lunch and Dinner specials as
well as a range of delicious cocktails are available daily
and can be enjoyed indoors or outdoors on our roof top
terrace, which is perfectly suited for those warm African
summer days. Our cosy bar area will cater to the casual
drink or for the occasional get away after a long day out.

13 Lüderitz Street, Swakopmund, Namibia
Tel: +264 (0)64 404 896 | E-mail: info@hotel.na | www.hotel.na

Go wild

with a SANParks Wild Card!
By Staff Writer
With Covid-19 restrictions eased since last year – and still
so at the time of writing – we are once again able to visit
South Africa’s fabulous and great many national parks,
reserves and resorts… and what better and cost-effective
way to do it than with a Wild Card from SANParks that will
give you much joy all year long.
Is there anything safer, less crowded, and more distanced
people-wise and therefore virus-proof, than a beautiful
national park where you can get really up close and personal
with Mother Nature and all her wonderful creations and
creatures? After a year of virus, lockdown and financial
stress, what better way than to feed your soul and rejuvenate
body and mind.
And with the SANParks Wild Card, which gives you one year’s
unlimited entry to 80-plus national parks, reserves and
resorts around Southern Africa, it becomes very affordable,
providing you use your card fairly regularly. Used as intended,
the Wild Card does defeat the argument one hears so often,
namely that entry to our parks and attractions are priced
for foreign tourists with their dollars and euros and far too
expensive for locals and their rands. That’s no longer true.
The cost, number, range and locations of parks, reserves and
resorts you will be able to visit, depends on the type of cluster
you choose. SANParks have introduced their new Wild Card
Programme, which allows card holders one year’s unlimited
access to Wild Conservation Partner Parks, Reserves and
Resorts based on the Cluster and Membership Category
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selected by the purchaser of a card. These are explained
below.
The Wild Card gives you access to all of SANParks’ various
parks, namely Addo Elephant, National Park, Agulhas National
Park, Augrabies Falls National Park, Bontebok National Park,
Camdeboo National Park, Golden Gate Highlands National
Park, Karoo National Park, Kgalagadi National Park, Garden
Route National Park Knysna Section, Kruger National Park,
Mapungubwe National Park, Marakele National Park, Mokala
National Park, Mountain Zebra National Park, Namaqua
National Park, Richtersveld National Park, Table Mountain
National Park, Tankwa Karoo National Park, Garden Route
National Park Tsitsikamma Section, West Coast National
Park and Garden Route National Park Wilderness Section.
There’s also a special card for locals wishing to visit the
Table Mountain National Park (TMNP). On visiting any of the
entry points or sub-parks of the Table Mountain National
Park, one must either pay a daily conservation fee for entry
or you can enter with a valid Wild Card or a TMNP My Green
Card. One can also obtain Activity Permits for special entry
that will give you access, for example for dog walking.
The TMNP My Green Card is available exclusively to South
African residents living in and around Cape Town and costs
R175. It provides the holder with 12 free entries into any of
the Table Mountain National Park’s pay points: Cape of Good
Hope (Cape Point); Boulders Penguin Colony, Oudekraal and

Silvermine, as well as to the braai and picnic areas at Tokai,
Newlands and Perdekloof.
Whether it’s the unique beauty of the West Coast or the
sandy shores and lagoons along the Indian Ocean that draw
you, the rugged peaks of the Drakensberg, or the open plains
of the Karoo, the spellbinding cliffs and coves of Cape Point,
the solitude and changing landscapes of the Richtersveld,
savanna or fynbos, flowers, wild animals or birds, with a Wild
Card there is something for everyone to enjoy.
You can select your card type / cluster for your SANParks
Wild Card from the following parks, reserves and resorts.
•

Cape Nature – Western Cape: Cederberg Wilderness Area,
Bird Island Nature Reserve,Rocherpan Nature Reserve,
Groot Winterhoek Wilderness Area, Limietberg Nature
Reserve, Jonkershoek Nature Reserve, Assegaaibosch
Nature Reserve, Hottentots Holland Nature Reserve,
Vrolijkheid Nature Reserve, Ma rloth Nature Reserve,
Kogelberg Nature Reserve, Walker Bay Nature Reserve,
Salmonsdam Nature Reserve, De Mond Nature Reserve,
De Hoop Nature Reserve, Grootvadersbosch Nature
Reserve, Boosmansbos Wilderness Area, Anysberg
Nature Reserve, Swartberg Nature Reserve, Gamkaberg
Nature Reserve, Outeniqua Nature Reserve, Goukamma
Nature Reserve, Keurbooms River Nature Reserve, and
Robberg Nature Reserve.

•

Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife – KwaZulu-Natal: Amatigulu,
Chelmsford Dam, Cobham, Didima -Cathedral Peak,
Garden Castle, Giants Castle Nature Reserve, Harold
Johnson, Highmoor, Hilltop - Hluhluwe Game Reserve,
Mpila - iMfolozi Game Reserve, Ithala Game Reserve,
Kamberg Nature Reserve, Lotheni Nature Reserve,
Midmar Dam, Monks Cowl Nature Reserve, Ndumo
Game Reserve, Oribi Gorge, Pongola, RNNP Visitor
Centre, Rugged Glen, Spioenkop Dam, Umlalazi Nature
Reserve, Vernon Crookes, Wagendrift Dam, and Weenen
Game Reserve.

•

Msinisi Resorts & Game Reserves – KwaZulu-Natal: Albert
Falls Dam, Bon Accorde, Hazelmere Dam, Inanda Dam
and Nagle Dam.

•

Big Game Parks of Swaziland: Hlane Royal National
Park, Mlilwane Wildlife Sanctuary and Mkhaya Game
Reserve.

Wild Card membership is valid for one year (365 days)
from the date of purchase. It is available for an individual, a
couple or a family consisting of any two adults and up to five
children under the age of 18 years. An International Wild Card
Membership is available for foreign visitors. Membership
can be bought online or at the gates / reception of any of the
SANParks or applicable partner parks. But check with gates
and receptions in advance. If membership is purchased at a
gate or a reception, your receipt and the confirmation letter
that will be emailed to you, can be used for 30 days to enter
parks, reserves and resorts, together with your ID card.
Existing members who wish to renew membership for
another year, will have their membership and new expiry
date and cluster details electronically uploaded onto their
card when next accessing a park. Membership and the cost
are linked to the main card holder based on the Cluster and
Category selected. Prices range from R515 to R720 for an
individual depending on the cluster of parks selected; from
R845 to R1,190 for a couple; and from R1,035 to R1,450
for a family of up to 7 people. With your membership you
will also have Wild magazine sent to you every quarter and
receive the monthly Wild e-newsletter, exclusive offers and
competitions, and trip ideas on the website to help you plan
your visit.

For more details on the application and purchase process,
the price range per selected clusters and types, as well as
all applicable do’s and don’ts, visit the SANParks online
site at www.sanparks.org/wild_new/. To find out more or to
purchase your Wild Card, email wildcard@sanparks.org, or
call 0861 GO WILD (46 9453), or from other countries call
+27 861 46 9453, or fax 086 502 6704 or go to
www.wildcard.co.za.
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CITY OF UMHLATHUZE

www.theevent.co.za

MAGNIFICENT

UMHLATHUZE
Consider the City of uMhlathuze as the playground for your event.

W

e welcome the opportunity
to make good memories
with you, and fulfil your
expectations through our
offerings. This Sizzling City has much
at your disposal to make your event a
success and to give you the experience
you have been longing for. The City of
uMhlathuze is situated on the beautiful
northern coast of KwaZulu-Natal in the
heart of Zululand. You can fly in direct
from O R Tambo International Airport,
or our road, rail and water infrastructure
gives easy access to our city.
We boast high-standard
facilities and venues including hotel
establishments that will put you at
ease when you stage your event.
From sports facilities to hidden gems,
water sport equipment to fishing spots
and many other inland facilities and
venues, you will be spoilt for choice.
We are blessed with a wonderful
climate. Our summers are sizzling hot
and our winters are mild (some might
say ‘warm’ in comparison with other
regions). Our sea temperatures, too,
seldom require the use of wetsuits,
while our endless stretches of
coastline, beaches, bay and inland
waters mean we have almost yearround access to the most wonderful
water sports and leisure events.
But we have much more to offer
than sun, surf, flat water areas and a
landscape that lends itself to adventure
tourism. Being in the heart of the Zulu
Kingdom, we have an abundance
of locations of historic and cultural
importance in our brag book. We
pride ourselves on being home to the
Thula Thula Game Reserve, where
you can view Elephants and many
other special wildlife species.
Royal heritage excursions, visits to

significant struggle sites and a package
that includes our ever-growing township
tours, have grabbed the imagination of
passengers from visiting cruise liners.
And, far from being a hindrance to tourism,
our massive industries are in themselves
attractions as ‘industrial tourism’ lures
students to see some of the biggest
operations of their kind in the world.
Besides being a clean city (we
strongly promote clean air initiatives
and stringent environmental policies),
we are also ensuring that we run a
clean government and now enjoy
a fifth consecutive Clean Audit.
Welcome to the fast-growing
City of uMhlathuze, we are eagerly
waiting to make your event an
unforgettable experience.

Contact details
City of uMhlathuze
Address: 5 Mark Strasse,
Civic Centre,
Richards Bay, 3900
Tel: 035 907 5614 / 035 907 5018
Email: Lerato.Mndawe@
umhlathuze.gov.za /
Tourism@umhlathuze.gov.za
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Knysna

Leisure Loving in

Article & pictures by Jared Ruttenberg

W

ith unparalleled natural beauty and a myriad of enticing activities to match,
Knysna will forever be a firm favourite for both South Africans and foreign
visitors alike. This scenic coastal town on South Africa’s famed Garden
Route encompasses a waterfront, lush forests, a nature reserve, large lagoon, and two
inhabited islands – something for the whole family to enjoy.
If you’ve ever wondered where the town gets its name from, Knysna stems from the
Khoikhoi word “naizna” or “xthys xna”, which either means place of ferns or place of
wood. If you’ve spent any time in the forests surrounding the town, you’ll know that both
of these are plentiful.
Knysna began as agricultural lands, but with the addition of a port was declared a village
in 1825. Ever since, Knysna has been a popular stop on the Garden Route.
In 2017 a devastating fire swept through the region, wreaking much damage, and as the
town began to recover, so the disastrous effects of the Covid-19 pandemic took hold,
nearly crippling the local tourism industry. In true South African fashion however, the
townsfolk are exercising resilience and perseverance and are enjoying seeing guests
return to their slice of paradise.
Here are some suggestions on what to do, where to dine, and where to lay your head for
that next Garden Route vacation
.

How to keep
busy
Knysna Ziplines

To get your adrenaline pumping, look no further than the exhilaration of hurtling across
the dramatic local landscapes with Knysna Ziplines. Four zip lines crisscross the valley
at heights of up to 200m. Lucas, our guide, kept us both safe and entertained along
the trip. The activity is run in the Harkerville forest, 8 Km outside Knysna on the N2. It
currently costs R600pp for the 2-hour activity. You’ll need to pay the R40 park fee, which
also gives you access to the Garden of Eden (below). knysnaziplines.co.za

Take a Hike

It isn’t called the Garden Route for nothing - this green corridor is a walker and hiker’s
dream, and trail options abound. The Perdekop Hiking Trail is a local favourite. This
9.5km circular route takes in pristine forest and a waterfall. Access is from the
Harkerville Forestry Station, and the permit costs R40. Using the same permit, you can
access ‘The Garden of Eden’: two boardwalk loops of about 500m or one big loop of
1km, accessible directly from the N2. Forest and loads of fresh air ready to help combat
those post-pandemic blues. knysnaziplines.co.za

Hit the Water

Ocean Odyssey offers a 90-minute Marine Eco Tour that takes in the fascinating setting
of panoramic coves, caves, and nearby bays – hopefully, to spot some of the resident
wildlife, including dolphins, seals, penguins, and seasonal whales. For a more leisurely
cruise a bit closer to home, the Turbine Water Club offers boat cruises around the
harbour and lagoon. Their two-hour sunset cruise is a worthwhile way to finish a day in
this water-paradise. oceanodyssey.co.za & waterclubthesen.co.za

Food & Drink
Red Bridge Brewery Co.

Red Bridge Brewing Co. is the town’s proud supplier of craft beer.
With the recent prohibitions hitting hard, the team came up with SA’s
first non-alcoholic Golden Ale. Good news for the sober curious and
many others - including myself – who are looking for a healthier
lifestyle that may include less alcohol, but with no compromise to
taste. In a similar vein, the nearby Knysna Gin team has produced
a non-alcoholic gin. My verdict? Definitely worth graving your drinks
trolley!
The brewery is located in The Courtyard – a cosy collection of local
artisans. It’s definitely worth staying longer to browse. From the
gorgeous furniture at Design Wise, leather craftmanship at Bark
and Mill to cake and cappuccino at the coffee shop. Tastings are
available Mon-Fri, 10h00 to 16h00. redbridgebrewing.co.za

East Head Café

With unmatched views of The Heads (the two peninsulas that guard
the lagoon’s exit to the ocean) this iconic Knysna eatery is the place
to be. Be sure to try their famous fish and chips, gourmet burgers
and the chocolate-mousse cake is to die for. The café is open Tues
- Sun for breakfast and lunch, 08h00 - 15h00. Finish off your meal
with a walk up to the viewpoint for a snap or two. eastheadcafe.
co.za
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Island Café

On Thesen Island, the magnificently restored Turbine Hotel offers
meals in the Island Café. The existing power station has been
converted into an elegant yet quirky five-star hotel, and the views
from the café out over the canals are spellbinding. turbinehotel.
co.za

Since the Knysna Lagoon is such a key feature of the town, I wanted
to stay as near to the water as possible. With all the choices available,
I wondered how often in South Africa do we get the chance to stay
on an island? Not often enough, so I opted for Amanzi Island Lodge,
occupying a prime waterfront location on Leisure Isle.
For four days I lapped up all the leisure that Amanzi had to offer.
There are 15 beautifully appointed luxury suites – all different and
supremely spacious. The elegant blue and white seaside theme has
a calming Zen-like presence, helping guests forget about the helterskelter of life back home.
The Kingfisher Suite is the flagship room, sporting a private pool that
seamlessly blends into the lagoon below. If you have the privilege
of staying in the suite, you’ll likely never want to leave. I was glued
to the veranda, relishing the never-ending views. The surrounding
lagoon is tidal, rising and falling daily up to 1.8m; a relaxing rhythm
that provides everchanging scenery.
The property is sprawling, with plenty of space for everyone: inside
there are two lounges, a restaurant, bar, and a fully stocked kitchen
for guests choosing a self-catering stay, and outside the beautifully
manicured gardens give a variety of spaces for relaxation, including
loungers straddling the large communal pool.

Where to Stay
If it’s fresh air you’re after, most of the rooms feature private
balconies or verandas where you can dine al fresco or make use
of the deck and garden. When you have such spectacular views
over such a pristine landscape - of course, I chose to dine al fresco.
Thomas and Tiny are the two chefs who serve up sublime meals most of which I ate on my private veranda or the lodge deck.
When you’re ready to explore the island, one of the best ways to
do so is by bike - and the lodge has several on offer for guests to
freely use. It’s around 5.5kms around Leisure Island - so an easy ride
where you’re constantly rewarded with incredible views of Knysna.
The delightful Steenbok Nature Park has a track through it, with
plenty of benches to stop for a few photos.

Back at Amanzi it’s time for a cold drink and a dip in the pool, full of
gratitude for the chance to visit one of South Africa’s most beautiful
natural spaces. amanzilodge.co.za
For a full variety of activities in and around Knysna be sure to check
out www.visitknysna.co.za.

•

Jared Ruttenberg travel-blogs under the name @
JAREDINCPT – you can read more of his articles
at www.jaredincpt.com.
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Cell World
Computer Mania
Galaxy Cellular
Incredible Connection
MTN
Vodacom

067 725 9786
028 312 3333
067 164 7278
028 312 2989
083 869 1459
028 312 3999

ABSA
Capitec Bank
FNB
Nedbank
Standard Bank

ATM
028 312 2990
ATM
028 313 8800
028 313 7865

Bargain Books
CNA
PNA

028 313 0303
087 822 4465
028 312 2936

Ackermans
Exact
Foschini
Franco Ceccato
Identity
Keedo Kids
Markham
Milady’s
Mr Price Clothing
Old Khaki
Pep
Pick ‘n Pay Clothing
Queenspark
SKA Clothing
Sneaker Factory
Tekkie Town
The Fix
Truworths

028 312 3071
028 313 6306
028 313 6300
028 312 1195
028 312 2945
021 003 2777
028 313 6319
028 312 2509
028 312 3153
021 003 2778
028 312 2330
028 312 3057
028 312 1677
028 312 1626
028 312 4486
087 150 4004
028 312 1419
081 171 1380

Woolworths

028 313 6240

Whale Coast Theatre

028 312 1396

Bierman & Britz Optometrist 028 312 3075
Mellins I-Style
028 313 1101
Spec-Savers
028 312 2943
Sunglass Hut
021 276 2837

Best of Asia
Fish Basket
Hartlief Deli
King Pie
McDonalds

028 316 4120
TBC
028 312 3068
065 627 3077
028 312 3661

Mugg & Bean
Spur
Steers
The Deli Coffee Co
Wimpy

028
028
028
028
028

312
312
312
312
312

1916
3095
3175
2980
2038

Checkers
Food Lovers Market

028 313 6400
028 312 4475

Clicks
Dis-Chem
Sorbet
Style Bar
The Barber Shop
The Body Shop

028 312 3140
028 050 2189
028 312 2260
065 833 0667
082 075 0033
028 312 3141

Appliance World
Home ETC
Mr Price Home
Ouhout Meubels
Sheet Street
Tirmah Exclusive

028
028
028
028
028
028

Arabella Diamonds
Sterns

028 312 4114
028 313 6323/24

Checkers Liquor
Market Liquor

028 313 4600
028 312 4475

3@1
Smart Tailor
Telkom Direct
Eco Car Wash

028 312 2715
067 001 2734
028 313 0080
083 502 6994

426 0014
312 3111
313 0590
312 3200
313 0159
312 3191

Absolute Pets
028 312 3125
Cash Crusaders
028 312 3576
Eber Vet
028 312 3028
Gadget Paradise
084 974 8474
JJ Cale
010 021 0209
Montagu Dried Fruit & Nuts 028 312 3099
The Crazy Store
028 312 2778
Twisp
081 269 9435
Verimark
028 312 2940
Vrystaat Biltong
076 740 7080

Cape Union Mart
Mr Price Sport
Senqu
Sport Scene
Surf Zone
Totalsports

021 003 2777
028 312 1435
028 312 3553
028 313 6315
076 245 5987
028 313 6313

From Robben
Island to
Constitution
Hill

A human rights journey across
South Africa
By Stef Terblanche
Apartheid Museum - shutterstock, Ariadna

M

arch is Human Rights Month in South Africa with
March 21 set aside specifically as a public holiday
named Human Rights Day. It is a commemoration
for South Africans – and visitors to our country – to remind
us of the repression of human rights in our country and the
sacrifices that accompanied the struggle for the attainment
of full democracy and basic human rights for all in South
Africa.
The journey for human rights in South Africa is part of our
common heritage, a journey for which there are plenty of
commemorative, educational and historical heritage sites
spread around the country.
An excellent way to commemorate Human Rights Month and
learn more about the fascinating journey towards attaining
human rights for all in our country, would be to draw up a
tour itinerary visiting as many as possible of these sites. To
assist prospective travellers with this, here are some of the
key historical sites you may want to visit.
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Cradle of Humankind
This is of course where it all started – the common
birthplace of all human beings. So, naturally this can also
be considered as the birthplace of human rights for the
entire world, although back in the day when we ran around
in animal skins brandishing wooden clubs and grunting like
apes, few if any such rights were probably being honoured
apart perhaps from our natural animal instincts of herd or
species propriety.
Nonetheless, some 50km northwest of Johannesburg,
we find what is believed to be the birthplace of all
humankind, comprising the Cradle of Humankind and the
Sterkfontein Caves complex. The Cradle of Humankind is a
paleoanthropological site occupying 47,000 hectares below
which is the Sterkfontein complex of limestone caves. The
world-famous Sterkfontein Caves are home to the oldest and
most continuous paleaontological dig in the world and the
site of two of the most famous archaeological discoveries.

Heritage Travel

There are fascinating museum exhibits and educational
films, talks and other material to be found here that will
provide you with a deeper insight into who we are, where
we came from and what we have become, which of course
includes our desire for and entitlement to ‘human rights’.

several others of his people where he worked as postman,
interpreter and liaison for passing European ships, moving
back to the mainland 8 years later.

Next, we travel to the southern tip of Africa and a famous
prison island. Although Nelson Mandela was probably
Robben Island prison’s most famous inmate, South Africans
were being incarcerated here and denied their human rights
long, long before Mandela.

After the arrival of Jan van Riebeeck and others at the Cape
in 1652 to establish a Dutch settlement, Autshumato worked
as an interpreter for Van Riebeeck and also promoted trade
between his people and the Dutch. But in 1658, after he
waged war against Van Riebeeck’s settlers when he tried
to reclaim cattle unfairly taken from his clan, he and two of
his followers became Robben Island’s first prisoners. A year
later he and one of the other prisoners also became the first
and only prisoners who ever successfully escaped off the
island, it is said.

Between the 17th and 20th centuries, the island was used
variously as a prison, including for political prisoners, a place
of banishment, a hospital for groups considered socially
unacceptable at the time, such as lepers, and as a military
base. Today it serves as a centre of cultural and historical
education and interest, and a stark reminder of the battle for
political and basic human rights in South Africa.

Subsequently the island became the prison home of many
political prisoners, among them Imam Abdullah ibn Kadi
Abdus Salaam, known as Tuan Guru, a Prince from Tidore
in the Ternate Islands of Indonesia. While imprisoned on
Robben Island by the Dutch, Tuan Guru wrote several copies
of the holy Qur’an from memory, one of which is preserved
and on display in Cape Town’s Dorp Street mosque.

The island was long known to and visited by the original
Khoikhoi inhabitants of the region. One of its earliest
permanent inhabitants was Autshumato, also known as
Herry die Strandloper (beach walker), who was a leader of
the Gorinhaikonas Khoikhoi clan, dubbed Strandlopers by
the Dutch, who lived along the beach areas of Cape Town,
between today’s Paarden Island and Sea Point. It is said
that in 1632, Autshumato moved to Robben Island with

In 1819, after an uprising that led to the 5th Xhosa War in
the Eastern Cape, the Xhosa leader Makanda Nxele was
sentenced to life imprisonment on the island. He drowned
trying to escape. Later the island was used as a leper
colony, and by the time of the Second World War the island
was fortified with a military base and large guns to defend
Cape Town. From 1961 onwards, Robben Island became the
prison home of Nelson Mandela, Robert Sobukwe and other

Robben Island
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leading figures of the liberation movements, the ANC and
PAC, including two more of South Africa’s future presidents,
Kgalema Motlanthe and Jacob Zuma. The prison was
closed down between 1991 and 1995 and is now a museum.

Slavery at the Cape
Much of the history of the suppression of human rights
– and the later attainment of those rights – started with
slavery at the Cape of Good Hope. It started under the Dutch
colonial authority and was later abolished under British
rule, but not before thousands of slaves were transported
from the East and other parts of Africa to the Cape. Here
they worked under harsh conditions with minimal rights as
human beings, and even those minimal rights were often
ignored.
There are guided Slave Heritage Walks on offer in Cape
Town that will take you to a museum dedicated to slavery
here, and other landmarks associated with slavery.
The museum is the Iziko Slave Lodges on the corner of
Adderley and Wale Streets, where for many years slaves
were locked up at night under abject conditions. The Slave
Lodge is one of the oldest buildings in Cape Town, and after
several different uses over the years, it was later turned into
a museum and renamed the Slave Lodge under the umbrella
theme, ‘From human wrongs to human rights” in 1998.
Exhibitions on the lower level of this museum explore the
long history of slavery in South Africa.
Other landmarks of slavery and related places of interest
around Cape Town include the neighbourhood of the BoKaap and the Bo-Kaap Museum; Robben Island; the Castle
of Good Hope; the site of slave auctions on Spin Street; the
Groote Kerk; the Slave Memorial on Church Square; the
Grand Parade; and Trafalgar Flower Sellers off Adderley
Street.

District Six Museum
For those who don’t know, District Six – that still mostly
vacant piece of grass-covered land on the eastern side of
Cape Town central – was once a vibrant and happy multiracial, multi-cultural community, although predominantly
‘coloured’. Until the apartheid government decided in the
1960s it had to be bulldozed and become a whites-only
residential area.
District Six was established in 1867, one of six districts
in Cape Town, and soon developed into a multi-cultural/
racial community that in its heyday was home to more than
60,000 happy souls. However, the denial of human rights
here started already under the British colonial authorities in
1901 when its black (African) residents were forcibly moved
away.
Over the next decades it would become a predominantly
coloured area, until they too, from 1966 on were forcibly
removed and their homes and shops bulldozed by the
apartheid government after declaring it a white area under
the Group Areas Act. By the 1980s only a few buildings on
the edge of the city centre remained, while everything further
up the gentle slope beneath Devil’s Peak had been flattened
to a barren wasteland, which it still largely remains… an ugly
reminder of our less pleasant past.
One of the surviving buildings down on Buitenkant Street –
where city centre and District Six meet – was the Methodist
Church which had become a place for former residents to
meet and discuss grievances including how to get back
the land they once called home. By 1994 the church had
evolved into the District Six Museum, and more recently was
expanded into the adjoining Sacks Futeran building.
In the museum you can read the 300m-long memory cloth
with thousands of first-hand accounts of the bygone life in
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District Six, the sad and terrible impacts of forced removals
and the subsequent devastation of this community as its
members were resettled, scattered in grim, crime-ridden
suburbs across the Cape Flats. There are many photographs
and other exhibits that complete this sad story.

Jewish Holocaust Museum
A journey through the history and development of human
rights in South Africa would be incomplete without a visit to
the South African Jewish Museum off Parliament Street in
Cape Town. It offers a moving tribute and detailed account
of one of the great Jewish communities of the diaspora,
including a haunting look at the Holocaust in Nazi Germany.
The museum is situated in what is arguably one of the
historically most interesting urban square miles in the
country, and on a campus that includes South Africa’s first,
oldest and perhaps grandest synagogue.

Women’s Monument & British
concentration camps
We now travel north once again, this time to Bloemfontein,
the central part of Managaung, capital of the Free State
Province. Here you will find the National Women’s Monument
which commemorates the suffering of some 27,000 Boer
women and children who died in British concentration
camps during the Second Boer War. The Monument is a
Provincial Heritage Site.
The monument was unveiled on 16 December 1913 and
thirteen years later, Emily Hobhouse’s ashes were ensconced
at the foot of the monument. Upon discovering the appalling
conditions and maltreatment of women and children in the
camps, Hobhouse had campaigned tirelessly against them

in Britain and had turned public opinion against them.
The concentration camps – the world’s first – were created
and expanded by two British commanding generals during
the war, Lord Roberts and Earl Kitchener following their
scorched earth policy of burning down Boer farms and their
homesteads.
Not only Boer women and children died in their concentration
camps, but also between 15,000 and 20,000 black South
Africans. As a first step towards commemorating these
black victims of the British, the British government in 2005
provided R1,7-million to the South African government to
renovate 200 cemeteries where these black victims are
buried.

Birthplace of the ANC & black
liberation
Still in Bloemfontein, we visit the site where the African
National Congress (ANC) was founded on 8 January 1912.
As a liberation movement the ANC would later stand central
in the fight to end apartheid and bring human rights to all
South Africans. The ANC was established in the Waaihoek
Wesleyan Church in Bloemfontein, which was quite recently
declared a national heritage site, more than seven years
after the Free State provincial government bought the
building for R10 million from its then owners who operated
a panel beating workshop in it. The founders of the ANC
who congregated here, were Saul Msane, Josiah Gumede,
John Dube, Pixley ka Isaka Seme, and Sol Plaatje along with
chiefs, people’s representatives, church organisations, and
other prominent individuals.
The aim of the founders was to unite all Africans together
in defence of their rights and freedoms. In 1923 the
organisation was renamed the ANC. In 1994 it formed South
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Africa’s first democratic government and is still currently the
government.

Gandhi, Dube & Others
From Bloemfontein we head east to the Indian Ocean
city of Durban, where more deep footprints remain of the
country’s struggle for human rights. Here especially two key
figures stand out. One is Mahatma Gandhi, who needs no
introduction, and the other is John Dube, founding president
of the ANC.
Much more can be learned about the life and times – and
achievements – of these two prominent figures by doing
Durban Tourism’s wonderfully instructive Inanda Heritage
Route. The route starts at the Phoenix Settlement in Inanda
where Gandhi once lived, before he went on to propagate
his philosophies, become an anti-colonial nationalistwho
employed nonviolent resistance to lead the successful
campaign for India’s independence from British rule, and
who inspired movements for civil rights and freedom across
the world.
At Phoenix just north of Durban central, on the original 100acre site, you can enter a replica of Gandhi’s corrugated iron
house and the original building of his newspaper printing
press. This was the birthplace of Gandhi’s philosophy of
passive resistance against injustice. The museum complex
is full of fascinating photos, relics and information about
Gandhi, his local contemporaries and the period during
which they all lived.
Next, just up the road at Ohlange, is where John Dube,
the ANC’s first president, lived and worked, and where, in
1994, Nelson Mandela cast his vote in South Africa’s first
democratic elections. Returning from his studies in the
USA, Dube acquired land here and built the Zulu Christian
Industrial School for his community, later known as the
Ohlange Institute. It was the first black African-owned and
run educational institution in South Africa.
The Inanda Heritage Route also offers rare glimpses of the
lives of many other historical figures, and the places where
they worked.

The Apartheid Museum
Finally, we come to Johannesburg, to Constitution Hill, the
Apartheid Museum and the culmination of South Africa’s
human rights journey.
The Apartheid Museum opened in 2001 and is acknowledged
as the pre-eminent museum in the world dealing with 20th
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century South Africa, at the heart of which is of course
the apartheid story. The museum illustrates the rise and
fall of apartheid. Its permanent exhibition takes one on a
journey through all of those decades, from the darkness of
repression to the joys of liberation.
There is a permanent exhibition that covers 21 themes: the
Pillars of the Constitution; Race Classification; Journeys;
Segregation; Apartheid; The Turn To Violence; Life under
Apartheid; The Homelands; The Rise of Black Consciousness;
Political Executions; The Significance of 1976; Total
Onslaught; Roots of Compromise; Mandela’s Release; On
the Brink; Negotiating a Settlement; 1994 Election; Mandela’s
presidency; The Truth and Reconciliation C Commission;
The New Constitution; and A Place of Healing.
The museum is housed in a specially designed and built
complex at Gold Reef City south of Johannesburg. Exhibits
for the museum were assembled and organised by a multidisciplinary team of curators, filmmakers, historians and
designers and include provocative film footage, photographs,
text panels and artefacts illustrating the events and human
stories that are part of the horrific period in our history,
known as apartheid.

Constitution Hill & the Human
Rights Precinct
This is where we end our physical journey, although the
journey for full and better human rights is one that will
always continue.
The Hill was once home to Johannesburg’s Old Fort
prison, the Women’s Jail and Number Four. No other site of
incarceration in South Africa ever held more world-renowned
men and women as prisoners within its walls, among them
Nelson Mandela, Mahatma Gandhi, Joe Slovo, Albertina
Sisulu, Winnie Madikizela-Mandela and Fatima Meer among
many others. Constitution Hill is a living museum that tells
South Africa’s story from repression to democracy, and
today it is the seat of the country’s Constitutional Court, the
highest court in the land, which endorses the rights of every
citizen. What a remarkable journey it has been.
The site is a living Heritage Museum and to explore it all,
one can make use of daily tours of the precinct and attend
regular public events, which enable visitors from every walk
of life to interact with this space and learn about our history.

EAGLE ENCOUNTERS

A Wildlife Adventure in the Stellenbosch Winelands!

Join us on a journey of discovery into the amazing world of a variety of
magnificent South African animals.
Delight in spectacular interactive flying shows and be humbled by oneon-one personal encounters with our enchanting, lovable, quirky beings.
With a 5* rating on Facebook and
ranked as a Top 10% Global Attraction by TripAdvisor,
Eagle Encounters is one of Cape Town’s must-see attractions!
Interactive Flying Shows at 11:00, 14:00 & 16:00 daily
15:00 Secretary Bird Hunt Simulation
Open from 09:30 to 17:00 (Tuesday-Sunday; closed Mondays & Christmas Day)
Spier Wine Farm, Baden Powell Drive (R310), Stellenbosch, Cape Town
www.eagle-encounters.co.za
+27 (0)84 037-5523
WILDLIFE RESCUE, REHABILITATION, CONSERVATION, EDUCATION & ECO-TOURISM

The
Bushveld…
a unique South African experience

Regional Feature

W

hen talking of the Bushveld, many of us think of
dry, dusty bush-covered veld and little more.
Wrong. The Bushveld of Southern Africa is a
vast and unique region that is home to an abundance of
opportunities, enterprises and tourism attractions.
It is also one of the world’s prime mining areas with more
minerals than anywhere else. Yet at the same time it is one
of the world’s best regions for experiencing a great variety
of wildlife and natural scenic beauty. And all of it is within
easy reach via good tarred roads and served by several
international airports.
The Bushveld – derived from the Afrikaans “bos” and “veld”
- should not be confused with South Africa’s Highveld or
Lowveld, as people often tend to do. Because of similarities in
topography, climate, fauna and flora and general geography,
some other parts of Southern Africa are also often referred
to as “Bushveld”.
However, for the purposes of this article, we are covering the
true Bushveld region consisting of a sub-tropical woodland
ecoregion that stretches across 223,000 km2 covering most
of South Africa’s Limpopo Province and a small part of its
North West Province, the Central and North-East Districts
of Botswana, and the provinces of Matabeleland South and
Matabeleland North (partially) in Zimbabwe.
Although the Kruger National Park falls largely within the
Lowveld, it also partially reaches into the Bushveld and has a
number of what is described as ‘Bushveld camps’. For those
travelling by road from Gauteng, the Bushveld region starts
around the northern and north-western edges of Gauteng
province.

Major Bushveld towns
To familiarise and orientate yourself with where exactly
the Bushveld is, and what you may find there, listing its
major towns is a handy point of reference. These therefore
include Bela Bela (formerly Warmbaths), Brits, De Wildt,
Haenertsburg,
Hammanskraal,
Lephalale
(formerly
Ellisras), Louis Trichardt, Tzaneen, Mara, Modimolle
(formerly Nylstroom), Mokopane (formerly Potgietersrus),
Mookgophong (formerly Naboomspruit), Musina (formerly
Messina), Northam, Phalaborwa, Pienaarsrivier, Polokwane
(formerly Pietersburg), Roedtan, Sun City, Thabazimbi,
Vaalwater, Vivo, Zion City Moria, and Rustenburg.
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Pedi cultural village - Kamadie; iStock

Natural flora

The Bushveld biome consists of tropical and subtropical
grasslands, savannas, and shrublands. Its grassy plains are
dotted by dense clusters of trees and tall shrubs, with mostly
tall grasses that turn a dull brown or pale in winter, which is
the dry season throughout the Bushveld region. In summer,
once the rainfalls start, the entire region transforms into a
lush green garden.
While many parts of the Bushveld have been subjected to
commercial development and mining, there are as many
parts that remain undisturbed, such as for example, the
beautiful Waterberg Biosphere.
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Wildlife

In these natural, undisturbed parts you will find an
abundance of wildlife, including the Big 5 (lion, white and
black rhino, leopard, buffalo and elephant) as well as giraffe,
blue wildebeest, kudu, impala and a variety of other antelope
species and other game. Various parts are also popular with
birdwatchers and have large populations of different bird
species.

Parks & reserves

The entire area is home to some of the best national parks,
private game reserves and nature reserves in South Africa.

Owning the road, Welgevonden Game Reserve - Sean Heatley; iStock

Maropeng Cradle of Humankind - shutterstock

Tintswalo at Lapalala deck-0179

These include the various private game reserves of the
absolutely beautiful Waterberg region, such as Lapalala
Wilderness Game Reserve and Kwalata Wilderness, parts of
the Kruger National Park, as well as the Pilanesberg National
Park next to gambling and entertainment paradise, Sun City.
Other parks and reserves that fall within the Bushveld, include
the Ben Alberts Nature Reserve close to Thabazimbi; D’Nyala
Nature Reserve near Lephalale in the Waterberg; Doorndraai
Dam Nature Reserve near Mokopane (Potgietersrus);
Elements Private Golf Reserve near Bela Bela (Warmbaths);
Mabalingwe Game Reserve near Bela Bela; Mokolo Dam
and Nature Reserve and the Marakele National Park in
the Waterberg region; Entabeni Game Reserve, also in the

Waterberg; Mabula Game Reserve just 2 hours’ drive north
from Johannesburg; Rust de Winter Nature Reserve east
of Hammanskraal near Pretoria; Tilodi Wilderness in the
foothills of the Waterberg; the Umhlametsi Private Game
Reserve adjacent to the Kruger National Park; Touchstone
Game Farm in the north-western part of the Waterberg;
Welgevonden Game Reserve 2.5 hours’ drive from Pretoria;
Wonderkop Nature Reserve about an hour’s drive north of
Mokopane; Polokwane Game Reserve; and Babirwa Game
Ranch just 2.5 hours from Johannesburg.
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Regional Feature

Mountains

Although we often incorrectly think of the Bushveld as rather
flat grassland, it is home to four significant mountain ranges,
that are home to game and nature reserves, beautiful rivers,
streams and waterfalls, camping sites, and fabulous hiking
trails. The four mountain ranges are:
•

•

•

•

the Magaliesberg range that runs from Rustenburg
west of Pretoria to Bronkhorstspruit in the east, forming
roughly the southern border of the Bushveld;
the Drakensberg escarpment along the eastern edge
of the Bushveld, running from Tzaneen in the north to
Belfast in the south, with the Lowveld of Limpopo and
Mpumalanga lying below and to the east;
the Waterberg range that forms the heart of the
Bushveld and lies roughly between Bela Bela, Polokwane
, Lephalale and Thabazimbi; and

more. Some of the more prominent or better-known
attractions include –
•

The Sun City hotel, resort, gambling and entertainment
complex

•

The UNESCO-listed Cradle of Humankind complex

•

The Waterberg biosphere

•

Kingdom of Mapungubwe in the Mapungubwe National
Park west of Musina

•

The Kruger National Park (on the eastern and northeastern side of the Bushveld)

•

Hartbeespoort Dam and Magaliesberg

•

Makapansgat Valley in Mokopane

•

The Rhino Museum, Vaalwater, Waterberg

•

The giant baobab trees of the Soutpansberg region

•

A variety of fabulous golf courses and golf estates
spread across the entire region, many of them in areas
where wildlife roam freely

•

Home of Modjadji, the Rain Queen, and the Modjadji
Cycad Reserve in the Lobedu Mountains near
Duiwelskloof

the Soutpansberg range north of Louis Trichardt.

Major tourist attractions

The entire Bushveld region is rich in tourist attractions,
ranging from game reserves to dam resorts, gambling
complexes, natural history museum complexes and much
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Albert Falls | Bon Accorde | Nagle | Hazelmere | Inanda

Guided hiking trails
from R55 p/p

rwanda
...Land of a Thousand Hills

By Staff Writer

O

n a map Rwanda is just a tiny little speck, almost dead
centre in the middle of Africa. But spread over more than
a thousand forest-covered hills and lakes, it is a country
of exquisite beauty, reborn with a dynamic heartbeat
out of a tragic past.
Today Rwanda knows peace and prosperity and has established
herself as one of Africa’s thriving success stories. Prior to the
Covid-19 pandemic, tourism to this beautiful landlocked country was
booming, and its sure to pick up in leaps and bounds again soon.
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Of course, one of Rwanda’s main attractions that draws people
from all over the world, is its population of mountain gorillas, with
half the world’s remaining gorillas living here. But trekking into the
forested parks and mountains, you’ll also find a number of other
fascinating primates here, such as the funny and fun-loving Sykes
monkey, the magnificent golden monkey and the playful chimpanzee
of the Nyungwe Forest.
To find the world’s largest population of wild mountain gorillas,
however, you’ll have to hike up through the wet rainforests and

Explore Africa

A country reinvented
About the same size as Lesotho, or less than half of the Free State
province of South Africa, Rwanda is truly a country reinvented. The
country and her people have fully recovered from their tragic past – a
civil war followed by Africa’s worst genocide. Today, however, her
people live in harmony and the country is safe, clean and prosperous.
Known as the land of a thousand hills, Rwanda offers visitors stunning
scenery and the hospitality of her warm, friendly people. A variety
of unique experiences make Rwanda one of the most remarkable
countries in the world. Here one finds the most extraordinary
biodiversity, incredible wildlife, lakes and mountains, volcanoes,
montane rainforest, sweeping plains and in the middle, Kigali, the
capital and a bustling commercial centre.
Rwanda finds herself being the guardian of many iconic wildlife
species, and as such is fully committed to responsible tourism in
her four national parks as a source of income to protect and study
these animals while also developing the surrounding communities.
The country and its government are strongly focused on maintaining
a harmonious relationship between her people and nature. For
instance, Rwanda banned plastic bags back in 2008 and is probably
one of the cleanest, most rubbish-free countries in Africa. The
government also spends ten per cent of all income derived from
tourist permits and park fees, in partnership with local communities,
for their development and improving their lives.
Rwanda is ranked as the second easiest place to do business in
Africa by the World Bank and has been awarded for its leadership
in tourism and economic competitiveness by the World Travel and
Tourism Council (WTTC) and the World Economic Forum respectively.

Explore by car, on foot or on water

bamboo that cover the slopes of the Virunga Massif in the Volcanoes
National Park, with a knowledgeable guide leading the way.
However, you’ll be thoroughly rewarded for your hard effort with
an experience of a lifetime, coming up close and within breathing
distance of these gentle giants.
It is here where Dian Fossey carried out her ground-breaking gorilla
research and introduced the world to the plight of these great
creatures so closely related to us human beings. While in the area,
you can also visit productive coffee plantations or engage with
locals and their culture in nearby communities.

Located just south of the Equator, in the very heart of Africa, you can
experience within a single week an extraordinary range of wildlife,
landscapes and experiences here thanks to the country’s relatively
small size and its wonderful biodiversity. But top of your agenda
must be the gorillas, as an experience with them is like no other.
You can watch them foraging, playing, taking care of their little
ones, teasing each other, eating or napping, all in an astonishing
reminder of ourselves. You’ll immediately see the sense of closeknit community and love that they have.
When not trekking for gorillas, you may want to spend a morning
traversing the rich vegetation at the foot of Mount Sabyinyo in
search of one of two habituated groups of golden monkeys, one
of them a troop of more than 80 members.
Rwanda has a good road network and is easy to explore by car, with
a popular circuit between the various national parks that passes
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through magnificent scenery. And when you are done driving, the
country fully lends itself to be further explored on foot, by cycle, or
in a kayak. As if that’s not enough, for the best aerial views there is
a canopy walkway across the rainforest, helicopter tours and even
tandem flights by paramotor.

Gishwati Mukura National Park

Four national parks

Other attractions

Volcanoes National Park

Lake Kivu

Situated in the far northwest of Rwanda, Volcanoes National Park
protects the steep slopes of a magnificent mountain range that
gives it its name – a chain of dormant volcanoes making up the
Virunga Massif of Karisimbi, the highest at 4,507m, Bisoke with its
verdant crater lake, Sabinyo, Gahinga and Muhabura. These slopes
are the home of the endangered mountain gorilla and a rich mosaic
of montane ecosystems, which embrace evergreen and bamboo
forest, open grassland, swamp and heath.
Tracking the mountain gorillas takes one through the mysterious and
enchanting intimacy of the rainforest, alive all around you with the
calls of 200 species of colourful birds and the excited chattering of
the rare golden monkey. Within the boundaries of Volcanoes National
Park are Buhanga Eco-Park, an ancient forest that is the home of
Rwanda’s most intriguing folklore and the Musanze Caves, formed
62 million years ago after the last estimated volcanic eruption.
Here hiking, canoeing, mountain biking and village experiences
offer something for everyone to enjoy.

Akagera National Park

The relatively warm and low-lying plains of Akagera comprise
savannah, woodland, wetland and a dozen lakes. In partnership
with African Parks, lions and rhinos have been reintroduced here,
which means visitors can once again hope to see the Big Five on
safari drives through the park.

Nyungwe National Park

Nyungwe National Park boasts one of the oldest rainforests in Africa,
rich in biodiversity and spectacularly beautiful. The mountainous region
teams with wildlife, including a small population of chimpanzees
as well as 12 other species of primate.
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The fourth of Rwanda’s beautiful national parks is Gishwati Mukura,
made up of two separate forests - the larger Gishwati and smaller
Mukura. It is home to chimpanzees, golden, blue and L’Hoest’s
monkeys as well as many bird species and smaller animals.

This beautiful lake with its tranquil waters and misty mornings forms
part of Africa’s Great Rift Valley. Lake Kivu is dotted with islands,
covesand inlets along its forest-covered shoreline, with charming
beach resorts, spectacular vistas and plenty of opportunities for
hiking and cycling. A few days spent on the shores of this lake will
have you never again wanting to leave.
Rubavu – previously known as Gisenyi – is a large town on the
northern edge of Lake Kivu, an hour’s drive from Volcanoes National
Park and the perfect place to relax after gorilla trekking. Once a
colonial beach resort of note, Rubavu’s waterfront is lined with
fading old mansions, hotels and trendy bars on the lakeshore, ideal
for sundowner cocktails.
Karongi, halfway along the lake, is a popular beach resort with
hillsides covered in pines and eucalyptus that serve as a backdrop to
the sparkling lake. At dawn and dusk, the sound of local fisherman
singing can be heard across the water as they paddle their boats.
From Rubavu in the north, the Congo Nile Trail extends 227 kilometres
through breathtaking landscapes all the way to Rusizi on the south
of Lake Kivu. The trail winds gently through hills and mountains
beside around the lake with eucalyptus trees and banana plantations
abounding. For the more adventurous a kayaking tour on Lake Kivu
is very popular. Or you can go mountain biking or hiking one of the
6 off-the-beaten path stages of the spectacular Congo Nile Trail.

Other lakes

There are a number of other water bodies in Rwanda, namely Lake
Muhazi, Lake Ihema, Lake Bulera, Lake Ruhondo, and Lake Mugesera.

Explore Africa

Ethnographic Museum

The Ethnographic Museum was a gift from Belgium’s King Badouin
to the people of Rwanda in the late 1980s. It now houses one of
Africa’s finest ethnographic collections and, together with 5 other
museums, make up the Institute of National Museums of Rwanda.
At the Ethnographic Museum, seven galleries display historical,
ethnographic, artistic and archaeological artefacts accompanied by
visual aids, giving visitors a rich insight into the Rwandan culture.
The exhibits open with geographical and geological displays, moving
on to items used in hunting, agriculture, animal husbandry, pottery,
weaving and woodwork.
Traditional clothing and architectural methods are also illustrated,
as well as the social importance of cattle. Descendants of the
royal herd can be seen to this day at the King’s Palace in nearby
Nyanza. The final room reveals traditional customs and beliefs,
history, culture, poetry and oral tradition and cosmology. There’s
also a highly regarded craft centre on site.

A thriving capital and other cities
Kigali

Conveniently located right in the centre of Rwanda, Kigali has
developed across several hills and valleys, that gives it a beauty
and charm second to none. Here the old and the new exists side
by side in splendid harmony. The city is clean, safe and vibrant, yet
pleasantly low key and laid back, with good road links to the rest
of the country. It is home to just over one million people. Visitors
always remark how unbelievably clean the streets are, which is a
matter of pride in communities across the country who all do their
part to keep it that way.
Kigali is a relatively young city, founded just over 100 years ago
as an administrative outpost in 1907. It became the capital of the
country at independence in 1962, shifting focus away from the
previous administrative centre of Huye. The city’s wide tree-lined
boulevards and immaculate squares are safe to stroll. There is a
burgeoning art scene, as well as a growing number of pleasant
options to dine out or pubs where one can enjoy a few drinks,
many with astonishing views. The Kigali Cultural Village offers a
dedicated space for local artisans and food vendors to exhibit and
trade their goods.
Kigali is developing rapidly, with new shopping malls, office buildings
and a world-class convention centre built in the style of the King’s
Palace of olden days, which lights up the night sky atop of one of
the many hills.

Rubavu

This is a lovely waterfront town situated on the shores of Lake
Kivu, with red sandy beaches, warm clean water and an easy-going
tropical character.

Karongi

A popular beach retreat on the shores of Lake Kivu, the town offers
majestic vistas, a tranquil atmosphere and easy access from Kigali.

Musanze

Close to the Volcanoes National Park, Musanze you’ll find this hasslefree and buzzing city, with plenty of choice for eating out, ATMs
to withdraw cash, vibrant nightlife, markets and artisanal trades.

Nyanza

This is a town steeped in history and tradition. It is home to a
reconstruction of the King’s Palace - a traditional royal residence
and beautifully-crafted thatched dwelling shaped like a beehive.

Rusizi

Rusizi is a small town on the border with the Democratic Republic
of the Congo and the closest town to Nyungwe National Park.
Budget accommodation here will appeal to self-drive visitors on
their way to the National Park.

Huye

This is a peaceful and compact centre that owes its founding to
the early colonial era. Today it is a centre of academia, as well as
housing the Ethnographic Museum.

Kibeho

Kibeho Parish has been a global pilgrimage destination for Roman
Catholics since the Virgin Mary appeared here on 28 November 1981.
•

Information courtesy of Rwanda Development Board

Handy Information
Official Name: Republic of Rwanda
Capital: Kigali
Currency: Rwandan Franc (FRW)
Time Zone: UTC +2 (Central Africa Time)
Size: 26,338 Km²
Population: 12.3 million
Climate & weather: Two rainy seasons, March – May and October
– November, with an average rainfall of 110-200 mm per month.
The average temperature ranges from 24.6 to 27.6 degrees Celsius,
with the hottest months being August and September.
Per capita GDP: US$787
Average Altitude: 1000m - 4500m sea level
Getting There: Airlines servicing Kigali International Airport are
RwandAir, Kenya Airways, Ethiopian Airlines, Brussels Airlines,
KLM, Qatar Airways and Turkish Airlines.
Contact: Rwanda Development Board (RDB) –
Tel +250 727 775 170 (or 1415 from within Rwanda)
RDB Website: www.visitrwanda.com
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AFRICA TRAVEL WEEK
TO REIGNITE TRAVEL
AND TOURISM IN AFRICA

A

frica Travel Week (ATW) has
unveiled an audacious plan for
its 2021 suite of shows, which
includes several value-add
opportunities, in addition to WTM Africa
and ILTM Africa, which will run as a 100%
virtual exhibition from 7-9 April 2021.

BLENDED APPROACH
In addition to the virtual show in April,
which consists of 1-to-1 meetings, content
sessions and speed networking, ATW has
lined up a collection of additional events
throughout the year, which include:
• Educational content webinars from May
to August.
• Africa Travel Week: Connect in the City
Live from 1-3 September
• A series of virtual masterclasses from
September to November.
Our plan takes on a blended approach
where travel trade professionals benefit
from connecting with their industry peers

at face-to-face meetings later on in the
year. Safety and wellbeing remain our
number one priority and we will adjust
this element of our offering accordingly,”
says Megan Oberholzer, Portfolio
Director: Travel, Tourism and Creative
Industries at Reed Exhibitions Africa.

WHAT TO EXPECT
The three-day Africa Travel Week:
Connect in the City LIVE which coincides
with Tourism Month, will comprise:
•
•
•
•
•

Familiarisation tours.
A conference
Destination training sessions
Speed networking
The African Travel & Tourism Awards,

The blended format of WTM Africa
throughout 2021 will also apply to its suite
of sister shows including International
Luxury Market Africa (ILTMA), International
Business Tourism Market Africa (IBTMA),

The Sports & Tourism Exchange (SETE),
Africa Tourism Investment Summit (ATIS),
Travel Forward and EQUAL Africa.

REMAIN CONNECT
Attendees and industry professionals
may remain connected and informed
throughout 2021 via atwconnect.com,
ATW’s dedicated resource hub jampacked with free digital tools, industry
news and updates.
“Our industry is inspired to make travel
happen again and we want to be a part
of that journey to rebuild the travel and
tourism industry in 2021 by being active
with initiatives that help our industry
connect throughout the year,” said
Oberholzer.
“We need to keep the momentum up
to ensure travel to Africa remains top of
mind, which is one of the reasons why I’m
delighted that we’re able to create a
365-day initiative.”

HOST CITY:

ORGANISED BY:

MEMBER OF:

PROUDLY AFFILIATED
WITH:

