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Editor’S Note Spring-2021
As our cover page denotes, flower power is in the air. Yes, it’s that marvellous season
of the year once again – spring – when the sun comes out and the South African
veld from the Overberg to the Richtersveld responds with a spectacular display of
wildflowers in bloom. In this edition we have singled out 8 of the best locations or
routes where you can see Mother Nature’s great spring show.
Talking of the Overberg, in our regional feature in this edition, we take you to this
awesome region of South Africa… truly an entire world within one single region where
there is something for everyone and every taste. You can spend every holiday for the
next twenty years in this region, and you still would not have been able to do or see
it all.
In our regular Hidden Gems feature we visit two truly unique and off the beaten track
places – Kaapschehoop in Mpumalanga and Port Nolloth on the Northern Cape
coast. These two places are worlds apart both in character, appearance and natural
surroundings as well as in distance, but both are truly unique and worth a visit if
you are anywhere near to either of them. We also highlight the Ugu South Coast of
KwaZulu-Natal… one of South Africa’s premier playgrounds.
Our African country featured in this edition, is the island group known as Comoros,
off the east coast of Africa. This fabulous getaway offers great experiences and
variety, even though it is the Cinderella of African tourism. But for that very reason,
it offers some excellent bargains. Adventure, romance, the East African melting pot,
the scent of vanilla and cloves, wonderful friendly people – these all define these
lovely islands in the Indian Ocean.
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September being Tourism Month, we wish all our advertisers and readers and all
businesses in this sector everything of the best and hold thumbs that tourism in
South Africa may soon again be fully operational. In the meantime, however, South
Africans should note that in the absence of foreign tourists, there are some wonderful
bargains to be had by locals – from restaurants and seaside lodges, to tented camps
and lodges in game reserves, and many other offers and attractions.
Of course, September is also Heritage Month and South Africa has so much to offer
by way of heritage routes and historic locations. And October is Marine Month and
Transport Month, applying to two more sectors that are so intimately entwined with
tourism.
I hope you will enjoy reading this edition. And remember, always feel free to contact
us with any ideas or criticism you may have to help us make this an ever-better travel
magazine.

Cover photo by Pexels from Pixabay
PUBLISHED BY

Second Chance Media (PTY) LTD.
REG.NO.(2015/328488/07)
134 Main Road, Wynberg, 7800, Cape Town
Office: 071 911 9467 | Fax:086 219 8637
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In the meantime, stay safe and enjoy your travels and getaways until next time.

Stef
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TravelBites

Readers Please Note: Any information provided below in respect of Covid-19 lockdown regulations are subject to change. Please check
with relevant authorities. Disclaimer: Opinions expressed here are those as they have been quoted in various articles in various media and
not necessarily those of Mzanzitravel magazine.

UK travel restrictions infuriate
South Africa’s tourism industry
Johannesburg - South Africa’s main inbound tourism
industry body is lobbying UK politicians to remove the
country from its so-called coronavirus travel red list,
which it says is incompatible with scientific evidence
and is wrecking relations between the nations. The curbs
were based on the discovery of the beta variant in the
country even though the incidence of that mutation in
South Africa is now minimal, SATSA, which represents
1,350 businesses, said in a presentation dated 10 August.

Covid-19 infections in both South Africa and the UK are
dominated by the delta variant, which was first detected
in India. The UK accounted for 17% of South Africa’s 2.6
million foreign tourists in 2019, making it the biggest source
market. The placing of South Africa on the red list about
eight months ago means that tourists from the UK have to
quarantine for 10 days at their own expense in governmentselected hotels when they return. Vaccinated travellers
from Germany, the US, France and other key markets can
go home from South Africa without quarantining.
Source: Bloomberg

must still complete all the
requirements of their final
destination and present a negative
Covid‑19 PCR test certificate for
a test taken 72 hours or fewer
before departure or as required
by their final destination. Only
Covid‑19 PCR test reports
from certified labs that issue a
QR code linked to the original
report will be accepted. The
UAE is the latest major travel
market to ease restrictions
Image by Olga Ozik from Pixabay
on South Africa, with several
major European countries also
Some good news for South Africa as beginning to reopen travel. On 1 August, the German government
some travel restrictions are eased said that South Africa is no longer listed as an area of concern
but “only” a high-risk area. The general travel ban has also been
Johannesburg - The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has eased travel lifted. Similarly, Spain has lifted its complete travel ban on South
restrictions on South Africa, with the country also relaxing entry Africa from 3 August but still requires travellers to quarantine
protocols for travellers. The change means that passengers will for 10 days even if they are fully vaccinated.
be allowed to travel to their final destination through Dubai from
South Africa – subject to specific requirements. All passengers
Source: BusinessTech
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Austria opens to fully vaccinated SA
travellers
Johannesburg - Countries in Europe are slowly reopening their borders to
South African visitors, on condition that they are fully vaccinated against
Covid-19 and, in most cases, can prove compelling reasons to travel. The
latest to do so is Austria. South African travellers have been some of the
most restricted in the world throughout 2021. Although most countries have
self-isolated during the pandemic, the discovery of the Beta variant – which
is more transmissible and vaccine-evasive than the original Covid-19 strain
– played a prominent role in shutting South African travellers out from the
rest of the world. But the global vaccine rollout, which has reached more
than 4.7 billion people, is paving the way for the resumption of international
travel. The detection of other Covid-19 mutations – namely Delta, which is
more transmissible than Beta and dominant in most parts of the world – has

also started to shift the focus away from the “South African variant” narrative
which persisted for most of the year. Germany is a recent example of this
shift. After much petitioning by frustrated couples, students, and workers,
Germany ended its strict seven-month travel ban on South Africans by
revising its “variants of concern” categorisation. Despite being gripped by
a third wave of Covid-19 infections, South Africa has been removed from
several red lists in Europe over the past month. In addition to Germany, the
most notable travel changes have come from Spain, France, Switzerland,
and Finland which now all allow fully vaccinated South African travellers
to enter, with Austria also no added to the list. But being vaccinated isn’t
the only exonerating factor. In most cases, leisure travel remains off limits
and visitors will need to provide compelling reasons – like work and family
responsibilities – to be permitted clearance to enter. Austria is the latest
country to downgrade South Africa’s risk level, following the same reasoning
used by Germany in identifying Delta as the dominant variant throughout
Europe and South Africa.

South Africa wants to introduce a vaccine
passport – but there’s a catch
Pretoria - The Department of Tourism says that it wants to introduce a
vaccine passport for South Africa. Still, several international and legislative
hurdles need to be addressed. Briefing parliament on Tuesday 17 August,
Tourism director-general Nkhumeleni Victor Tharage said that the key
issue is a lack of standardisation around vaccine passports worldwide.
“Even in some jurisdictions that have opted to apply this (passport), there
isn’t yet a sense of uniformity. When we don’t have a single, standardised
specimen, it is a little bit difficult to say which one is which. If South
Africa introduces (a passport), and there is access to information from
the National Institute for Communicable Diseases (NICD) that confirms
that a person has been vaccinated, the question is if that person arrives
in Lagos (Nigeria), what resources will they use to verify this information
that is stored on a database in South Africa?” Tharage said that South
Africa faces the same dilemma in verifying tourists that arrive in the
country from overseas. He said that the government was also cautious
about introducing a vaccine passport system that is discriminatory
against certain groups of people. Another issue considered for the vaccine
passport is whether they will be a requirement for events. Tharage said
he was confident that this is something that the government could easily
introduce on short notice.
Source: BusinessTech

Source: Business Insider SA
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Closure of Plettenberg Bay
Airport to commercial flights
sparks outcry
Plettenberg Bay - All commercial flights from South Africa

to the award-winning holiday destination of Plettenberg Bay
have been suspended as a result of the aviation authority
SACAA downgrading the airport. It was confirmed by SACAA
communications manager Marie Bray that it’s inspectorate had
“met and had a discussion with the Bitou Municipality to address
severe non-compliances relating to the aerodrome, in the interest
of aviation safety and security. The municipality took the decision
to downgrade their aerodrome, from Category 4 to Category
2, in order to allow themselves enough time to address these
outstanding non-compliance issues.” The aviation authority said
that charter and private operations would not be affected – and
that “all further queries relating resumption of flights, notice given,
and so on, may be addressed to the municipality”. The closure
of the airport has caused an uproar on the Garden Route as it is
used by local businessmen who live in Plettenberg Bay and rely
on it for business travel, while domestic and foreign tourists will
also be affected. Bitou Municipality communications manager
Andile Namtu said they were aware of the fact that the “SA Civil
Aviation Authority has downgraded the status of the Plettenberg
Aerodrome”.

Source: News24
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Stellenbosch

Image by Joshua Waraniecki, Pixabay

The high cost of SA airfare
tickets debate
If you ask anyone about the cost of flights in
South Africa, people offer different viewpoints.
Some people believe that current prices
are too expensive for travellers, claiming
that airlines are ripping them off. Others
believe the prices are justified as many
South African airlines have halted their
operations. Airlines, who have struggled
to stay afloat during the pandemic and
subsequent travel restrictions, maintain
that the cost of an air ticket is based on
supply and demand and that the cost of
flights can’t be avoided. If one looks at
the prices of an air ticket from King Shaka
International Airport in Durban to OR Tambo

International Airport in Johannesburg, the
average flight cost for travel date August 22
is about R2 000 one way. For September 1,
the same route rate averages R800. Rates
differ according to routes and days of
travel. Some travel agents claim that flight
prices deterred their South African clients
from exploring locally. Durban based travel
agent Jennifer Morris described the costs
as horrendous. Johannesburg travel agent
Modipadi Phoku said the pandemic made
travel unattainable for the average South
African. Oz Desai, the general manager
at Corporate Traveller, said flight prices
normalised again following July’s level
4 price hike.
Source: Clinton Moodley / IOL

The Marine in Hermanus offers discounts for local
whale-watchers
Hermanus - Whale-watching season,
in Hermanus, is in full swing and The
Marine hotel is inviting locals to make
the most of this special time of the
year, by booking a stay at up to 25%
discount on the bed and breakfast rate.
Traditionally, whale watching season
falls between July and November when
Southern Right whales are spotted
frolicking in the beautiful bays of
Hermanus. At The Marine guests are
encouraged to keep their ears open
for the whale bell, which gets rung at
Hermanusn The Marine
the hotel whenever a whale is spotted
in the bay below. The Southern Right whale is one of the largest species of whale with females
between 14 and 16 meters long and males from 13 to 15 meters, and adult whales weighing
between 40 and 50 tons. The team at The Marine is passionate about whale conservation and
committed to supporting the Mammal Research Institute Whale Unit, which offers symbolic
adoptions of the best-known Southern Right whales. Located on Hermanus’ famous cliff path,
overlooking the breathtaking Walker Bay, The Marine is currently offering excellent savings for
those needing a break and a change of scenery. Families with children are welcome, as well as
their ‘furry friends’. The Marine also offers the option to book a dedicated wing ideal for families
and multi-generational travel. Rates start at R2,800 per room per night and include full English
breakfast, as well as complimentary minibar. All room types feature free WIFI and have a desk or
dedicated workspace available to cater to guests needing to work during their stay. All Covid-19
safety protocols are in place.

Source: FiveStar PR

‘Visit Stellenbosch’ unveils
exciting new festival of
gardens
Stellenbosch - Stellenbosch is pulling out the stops
for gardeners and lovers of the great outdoors in a
new, week-long festival that will transform its streets
and surrounding countryside from 30 September to 10
October. Major drawcards include a first-ever Stellenbosch
winelands experience featuring SA Michelin star chef
Jan Hendrik van der Westhuizen. The inaugural Garden
Week Stellenbosch – inspired by the world-famous flower
festival of Girona, Spain - will encompass everything from
horticultural tours to landscape art; dining to hiking; and
guest specialists to music in majestic settings. In addition
to many highlights, a flower parade will officially launch
Garden Week Stellenbosch on 30 September. The event is
an initiative of Visit Stellenbosch, a destination marketing
organisation comprising the region’s tourism stakeholders
with the objective of growing the tourism and experience
economy in Stellenbosch for the benefit of all communities.
Garden Week takes place in the run-up to National Garden
Day on 17 October and encompasses the school break.
Some of the region’s most splendid public gardens will be
open to visitors, including the historic Old Nectar estate in
the Jonkershoek Valley; the Dylan Lewis Sculpture Garden
in Paradyskloof; Spier Wine Farm, whose workshops
include one for children; and, Delaire Graff Estate. The
owners of some 20 private gardens will participate too,
giving visitors a rare glimpse of exquisite and usually
inaccessible spaces. Guided walks give visitors the chance
to enjoy the gardens in the company of guides while the
more energetic might wish to undertake fynbos wilderness
hikes on offer. The Stellenbosch Botanical Gardens has
compiled a special programme of daily walks and talks
to be presented by acclaimed specialists. Workshops are
also to be presented at the Rupert Museum; Blaauwklippen
Wine Farm off the R44; Jordan Wines; Spier Estate and
Babylonstoren, where tours will be presented by Ernst
van Jaarsveld. Topics include flower arranging, dye art,
photography, growing-your-own and learning about bees.
For budding artists, the Stellenbosch Arts Association will
present a botanical drawing workshop.The town’s food
and wine reputation will also be showcased in festivalinspired dishes to feature on menus as well as a series
of garden-and-wine dining events.

Source: Random Hat Communications
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8 best

spring wildflower
locations

Staff Reporter

It’s that time of the year again when Mother Nature showers us
with her abundance of natural beauty… such as the annual spring
wildflower spectacle.
This is when the West Coast, Namaqualand and just about all of the
western regions of the Western Cape and Northern Cape all the way
up to the mountain desert of the Richtersveld burst into life with a
colourful extravaganza of wildflowers in full bloom.
There cannot be many natural experiences more enthralling on our
planet than this annual spectacle when the arid, dusty brown plains
and rugged mountain ridges of South Africa’s westernmost region
that hugs the Atlantic Ocean almost overnight transform into an
endless feast of bright, colourful wildflowers – a kaleidoscopic
extravaganza as far as the eye can see.
There are various tour operators who take visitors on bus tours to
see the flowers. But for those who wish to undertake a self-drive
tour, we have selected 8 of the best regions – from south to north to see this fantastic spectacle of wildflowers. But a word of caution,
before visiting any of these areas, check with local tourism offices or
municipalities whether the flowers in any specific area are in bloom
as each area may differ due to factors such as last rainfall, sunshine
and time of the season.
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1.Blaauwberg to Darling and
surrounds
We start our tour of this flower region at Bloubergstrand
on the northern edge of the Cape Town metropole at the
beginning of the West Coast. But you can even venture
around Cape Town into the Table Mountain National Park,
especially the Silvermine area and Cape Point, or go south
towards the Overberg and Hermanus, and also find a wide
variety of flora in bloom.
Driving along the R27, also known as the West Coast Road,
from Bloubergstrand past Melkbosstrand and Atlantis
towards Darling, you will find carpets of flowers covering the
sand dunes along the local beaches, as well as in many parts
of the veld alongside the road. The many varieties include
vygies, daisies, pincushion proteas and watsonias. The
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve offers spectacular views across
the bay of Robben Island and Table Mountain. Just north of
Melkbosstrand lies the Koeberg Nature Reserve which offers
lovely hiking routes with views of the ocean and distant Table
Mountain.

Turn off from the R27 via Atlantis or further north onto
the R315 to reach Darling where one of the oldest and
internationally acclaimed flower festivals, the Darling
Flower Show is held each September. On the edge of
the town lies the Darling Renosterveld Reserve which is
under the care of the Darling Wildflower Society, hosts
of the annual flower show. It too offers a wonderful
spectacle of flowers in spring. Also in the area, is the
Tienie Versfeld Wildflower Reserve, with close by the
Groenekloof Reserve and Waylands Wildflower Reserve,
which offer a fine variety of flowers.

Contact Darling Tourism at +27 (0)22 492 3361 or
info@darlingtourism.co.za.
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2.West Coast National Park area
One of the most visited flower hot spots between August and
September is the Postberg section of the West Coast National
Park, only about an hour’s drive north of Cape Town along the R27.
Located in a spectacular setting on a peninsula between the wild
Atlantic Ocean and the tranquil, turquoise Langebaan Lagoon, the
area becomes a sea of colour in the flower season. The Postberg
section is only open to the public during the flower season.
Apart from the flowers, in the larger park area you will find eland,
red hartebeest, Cape grysbok, caracal, rock hyrax, tortoises, wild
ostriches and snakes, while on the oceanside whales and dolphins
are often spotted. The towns of Langebaan and Saldanha,
both situated on the edge of the lagoon, offer a wide variety of
attractions and things to do, while the nearby Greek island-style
Club Mykonos has a popular casino. The lagoon is also popular
for fishing and for wind and kite surfing.

Contact the West Coast National Park on
Tel +27 22 772-2144/5.
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8 of the best

3.Cederberg Wilderness Area
Our next stop for exploring the Cape floral beauty in spring, is the
magnificent Cederberg area, about 2 hours’ drive from Cape Town
along the N7. Right in the heart of the mountains lies the Biedouw
Valley with its many varieties of bulbous flowers. High up in the
mountains are a number of camping sites and self-catering lodges.
Up here are some spectacular hiking routes, mountain walks and
water pools, and of course flowers. On the way to the Cederberg,
you’ll pass Malmesbury, Moorreesburg, Koringberg, Piketberg and
Citrusdal, all areas that have their own floral offerings. Turn off
and explore the surrounding country roads.
The town of Citrusdal and surrounding area is a popular place
for family holidays offering camping, rock climbing, swimming
in deep water pools, hiking, zip-lining and flower watching, that
includes maartblom, bloedblom, daises and fynbos. Citrusdal is
also famous for The Baths Hot Springs resort.
Contact CapeNature (Cederberg Wilderness Area) at
Tel 087 087 8250, or email reservation.alert@capenature.co.za,
or visit www.capenature.co.za/reserves/cederberg-wildernessarea; or Citrusdal Tourism info@citrusdal.info or
Tel +27 22 921 3210.

4.Cape Columbine, Paternoster and
surrounds
The Cape Columbine peninsula with its nature reserve of the same
name offers not only a delightful flower-watching experience, but
also a spectacular coastal setting, the last manned lighthouse in
South Africa and the quaint nearby West Coast fishing village
of Paternoster. Stay overnight in Paternoster with its thatchroofed fisherman’s cottages, famous local hotel and colourful
fishing boats lining the beach. Just 5 minutes’ drive away is the
Cape Columbine Nature reserve, home to a stunning display of
flora and fauna. Here, on Castle Rock, you will also find the last
manned lighthouse, built in 1936.
Nearby is the village of Hopefield which each August hosts the
popular Hopefield Fynbos Show showcasing the flora of the
region. Also nearby is the Berg River and at its mouth the fishing
and resort towns of Laaiplek and Velddrif. Another nearby
attraction is St Helena Bay. All of the surrounding areas have
flowers in spring.
Contact Paternoster Tourism Info Centre at Tel +27 (0)22 715
1142 or email paternoster@sbto.co.za.
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5.Clanwilliam and surrounds

6.Hantam Bokkeveld region

Driving north from Citrusdal and the Cederberg Wilderness Area
along the N7, one passes the popular Clanwilliam Dam before
entering the town of the same name. Clanwilliam is located on the
West Coast Way Wild Route and its People Rocking Nature Track.
Each year the town hosts the Clanwilliam Wildflower Show in the
Blomkerk (Flower Church) built in 1864 in the late winter towards
early spring – this year from 27 August to 5 September. The flower
show is created by community volunteers and displays a wide
variety of flora from giant Aloe to the tiny Cyanella alba (handjie)
and boasts some 350 to 400 species for individual viewing.

Now we are entering the Northern Cape’s world of flowers
straddling the border with the Western Cape and including towns
such as Vanrhynsdorp, Nieuwoudtville, Vredendal, Lutzville,
Calvinia and Loeriesfontein, and the beginning of Namaqualand.
If you come at the right time, be prepared for a magnificent
flower spectacle wherever you go in these parts. Just outside
Nieuwoudtville on the N7 you’ll find the 2,500-hectare Hantam
National Botanical Garden, one of the most popular stops on the
Cape Flower Route and declared a world biodiversity treasure by
the well-known TV conservationist David Attenborough.
‘
What makes the Nieuwoudtville area so unique is the fact
that it is an International Biodiversity Hotspot situated on the
Bokkeveld Plateau, where the Cape fynbos meets the Hantam
Karoo, Bushmanland and the Knersvlakte. The Bokkeveld area’s
great diversity of flowers, and particularly geophytes, sets it
apart from the rest of Namaqualandand. Most often in good
rainfall years many interesting flowers can still be found long
after the beginning of spring.

Right next to Clanwilliam lies the Ramskop Nature Reserve
with its Wildflower Garden, home to no fewer than 350 different
species of wildflowers. You are almost guaranteed to see a carpet
of flowers here on any given day, and not only the local species.
About one-tenth of its 66 hectares is planted with wildflowers from
the entire Namaqualand, including the Knersvlakte, Richtersveld
and Boesmanland. Ramskop Nature Reserve also forms part of
Clanwilliam’s annual Wildflower Show, which, if pressed for time,
will save you the longer drive up into Namaqualand.
A drive up the Pakhuis Pass offers some spectacular views of the
surrounding area, as well as a display of flowers. Here too you will
find the grave of Afrikaans poet C Louis Leipoldt. Clanwilliam is also
a stone’s throw from the Cederberg Wilderness Area as well as the
coastal area around Lamberts Bay, the Lamberts Bay Strandveld,
Leipoldtville Sand Fynbos, and Graafwater Sandstone Fynbos
areas. To the east of Clanwilliam lies the Tankwa Karoo National
Park, another delightful nature experience with its own annual
display of wildflowers.

Contact Clanwilliam Tourism at Tel +27 27 482 2024 or
email bookings@clanwilliam.info.
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Contact Hantam Municipality at Tel 027-3418500 or
email info@hantam.gov.za.

7.Namaqua National Park region
Finally, we are entering the capital of wildflower country in the
Northern Cape’s Namaqualand, namely the town of Springbok
and the nearby Skilpad and Namaqua National Park. To get
here, follow the N7 from Van Rhynsdorp in the south, passing
the towns of Garies and Kamieskroon. Or take the R355 from
Calvinia to Loeriesfontein, Kliprand, Vaalput, Gamoep and then
on to Springbok.

8 of the best

At the heart of the Namaqua National Park is the lovely Skilpad
Wildflower Reserve, home to some of the richest bulb flora in the
world. In the daytime you can get lost in sea of colourful flowers
interspersed by fascinating rock formations and quiver trees. At
night you can marvel at a flower display of a different kind – the
billions of twinkling stars in the wide and wonderful clear skies.
This is any flower lover’s heaven.
The national park is situated in the heart of the Succulent Karoo
region and stretches from the Skilpad section near Kamieskroon
and the N7 in the east, to the Atlantic coast in the west with places
like Koingnaas, Hondeklipbaai, and the Spoeg River mouth and
caves. A coastal section recently added to the park and known as
the GroenSpoeg Coastal Section, is the only significant remaining
untouched part of the Namaqualand coast.
There are many other nature reserves across this region that
offer superb flower viewing, such as the Gannabos Protected
Area, Oorlogskloof, Nieuwoudville Wild Flower Reserve further
south, Lutzville Conservation Area, Moedverloren Nature Reserve
and the Goegap Nature Reserve at Springbok.

Contact Namaqua National Park / SANParks at
Tel +27 (0)12 428 9111 or
email reservations@sanparks.org.

8.Port Nolloth & the Richtersveld

finds further north near Port Nolloth and up in the mountain
desert region of the Richtersveld. Follow the N7 from Springbok
to the Richtersveld World Heritage Site and the |Ai-|Ais/
Richtersveld Transfrontier Park or reach the Richtersveld along
the R382 via Port Nolloth.
Port Nolloth is a bustling little harbour town boasting many
attractions. All along the way and in the national park you will
find extraordinary displays of flowers, depending on rainfall,
sunshine and the right timing. Plants in the Richtersveld have
developed the most unique adaptation strategies to the harsh
climate. The Richtersveld is also home to the world’s richest
desert flora, mostly tiny succulents that cling to the rock faces
and suck the moisture out of the air when mist rolls in from the
Atlantic coast. Here you will also find the legendary ‘halfmens
boom’ (half-person tree) as well as quiver trees and aloes.
Such is the richness and individuality of flora found here that
on a single square kilometre surface area more than 360 plant
species of flowering plants can be found despite an average
rainfall of only 68mm per year. You will also find lichen fields
here, with the area being home to 2,700 species, some 600 of
which exist nowhere else.

Contact Port Nolloth Tourism at Tel 27 (0)27 851 1111 or
visit www.portnollothinfo.co.za; or |Ai-|Ais/Richtersveld
Transfrontier Park at Tel +27 (0)27 831 1506 or email
Meghan.Diergaardt@sanparks.org.

Perhaps less known to many people, but certainly no less
spectacular in any way, are the spring wildflower displays one
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Our regular feature in which we explore some of South Africa’s
many fascinating, unique, and off-the-beaten-track destinations
and experiences you may not have known even existed...

By Stef Terblanche
Beautiful views from Kaapschehoop with its famous wild horses.

The magical Cape of Hope
deep in the Mpumalanga
hinterland
Many people are familiar with the lookout spot named God’s
Window on the edge of the Drakensberg escarpment in
Mpumalanga with its famed views across the Lowveld. What is
perhaps less known, is that another such a magnificent lookout
spot exists at a mesmerising little village about 100km further
south along the escarpment, with stunning views across a valley
and the Lowveld some 800m below.
The area and the views are truly breathtakingly beautiful, while
the village is very unique and certainly less crowded with tourists
than towns along the Panorama Route to the north.
The village is called Kaapschehoop (also spelt Kaapsehoop),
translating as Cape of Hope. And from its misty perch on the
edge of the Drakensberg Highveld escarpment it overlooks the
De Kaap Valley (Cape Valley) far below, with stunning views
across the Noordkaap River (Northern Cape River) towards the
historic gold rush town of Barberton, Mbombela (Nelspruit) and
the Kruger National Park.
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And no, you are not lost or confused – the Cape of Good Hope
and the province called Northern Cape are indeed 1,500km
southwest from here! As if all these Capes aren’t enough, there’s
also a Kaapmuiden on the other side of Mbombela, never mind
that there isn’t a hint of sea anywhere nearby to warrant such
cape names. But such eccentricity is part of the attraction.

The town had the questionable distinction of previously
being named Duiwelskantoor, or Devil’s Office, until gold was
discovered in 1882 in a small creek running through it. That’s
when the people already inhabiting the town and the nearby De
Kaap Valley optimistically renamed it Kaapschehoop. But their
hopes of imminent wealth were soon dashed by the bigger
gold discoveries at Pilgrim’s Rest, Barberton and eventually
Johannesburg.
As a result, Kaapschehoop slipped into a slumber and remained
mostly forgotten until a century later when it re-emerged as a
kind of best-kept-secret but popular weekend retreat for city
folk. However, it has retained its sleepy, peaceful character.
The mountain mist that often shrouds the village adds to
this tranquillity with a whimsical touch of mystery, as do the
surrounding forest-covered hills and valleys and the quaint
period homes of a bygone era.

EXPLORE SA

characters of South Africa’s media world, past and present, or
perhaps their ghosts, along with a variety of other interesting
visiting patrons and locals.

Nagkantoor, the friendly local pub, a ‘wild’ horse,
and in the background a wedding chapel.

Outside you will most likely spot some of the wild horses
grazing on the lawns with not a worry in the world. As it should
be in this worry-burdened world. Also situated on Kantoor
Street (Office Street) right next door, is the charming oldworldly Silver Mist Country Inn – once the village post office. It
has a chapel where weddings are regularly held, the presence
of which elevates Kaapsehoop from hamlet to village status
according to British tradition.
A little distance away you can visit the erstwhile mining
commissioner’s house dating back to 1884. Other village
attractions include various excellent eateries, an art gallery, a
collectables trading store, and a jewellery store among others.
Accommodation is plentiful with many guest houses, B&Bs and
lodges.

Kaapschehoop, where wild horses roam.

You’ll find the turnoff to Kaapschehoop at Ngodwana on the
N4 about 50km from Mbombela. Entering the village, you’ll
see a sign warning you to “Drive Sslowly” – yes, two S’s. That’s
because the right of way here belongs to a herd of wild horses
that you’ll find roaming in the village and surrounding areas
– one of the things that makes this place so unique. Nobody
really seems to know where the horses came from, but one
theory is that they were originally left behind by British troops
during the Anglo Boer War. Another theory is that the horses
were brought here during the gold rush and were left behind
when the diggers hastily set off to other more golden pastures.
Perhaps your first stop should be Nagkantoor – a cosy
“kuierkroeg” which translates loosely as a pub where you can
hang out, chill and chat. A kind of glühwein and fireside chatter
joint where you will immediately feel at home and can indulge
in a wealth of interesting newspaper memorabilia, apart from,
of course, a choice of alcoholic beverages. Nagkantoor is
Afrikaans for “night office” – that part of daily newspapers’
offices where each edition goes through the final stages of
being put together before being printed. It’s run by veteran
journalist De Wet Potgieter and his faithful aid – a hound that
answers to the name Potlood (Pencil). You’ll also most likely
get to meet some truly wonderful and entertaining visiting

One way of experiencing the best of the surrounding natural
beauty, is with Kaapsehoop Scootours. Mounted on your
“monster mountain scooter” designed for the Swiss Alps, they
will take you on an adventurous and fascinating downhill trip of
6km along a route that follows the Battery Creek gorge. You’ll
pass through grasslands, through plantations and indigenous
forest, and past beautiful rock formations and streams, and
end at Battery Creek, where there is a beautiful rock pool where
you can cool off.
Near the village is the lookout point on the edge of the
escarpment where your breath will be taken away by the
amazing views. There are hiking and horse-riding trails, while
Mbombela (Nelspruit), capital of Mpumalanga, is a mere 25km
away, with the southern Malelane entrance to the Kruger
National Park another 50-odd kilometres further on. Eswatini
(Swaziland) and Mozambique are also a stone’s throw away.
To spoil yourself to a magical getaway, this is the place to go.
For more information, call Mpumalanga Tourism at 013 759
5300/01 or email info@mtpa.co.za.
•

All pictures were supplied by De Wet Potgieter.
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Port Nolloth… rough
diamond of the barren
northwest coast
If you travel along the N7 from Cape Town to the Namibian
border and you turn off westward at a town called Steinkopf,
you’ll reach what at first glance may seem to be a rather ugly
industrial harbour town set in the most barren of places. That is,
until you start looking properly and explore a little, and spread
out your scouting inland, and up and down the rugged coast.
It’s then you will discover that the town called Port Nolloth is
the rough diamond of South Africa’s northwest Namaqua coast,
and a truly different kind of beauty will open up to you.
Port Nolloth is quite a historical little town with a pedigree that
goes back to when the local indigenous Namaqua people (also
called Nama and the largest group of Khoikhoi people) called
the bay Aukwatowa, meaning “where the water took away the
old man”. That tells its own story. And after the Portuguese
explorer Bartolomeu Dias saw the bay on his epic voyage
around the Cape of Good Hope in 1487, it began to appear on
European maps.
With the discovery of copper at Okiep in Namaqualand in
1852 by James Alexander, a harbour was constructed, and the
copper was shipped from here until the shipments declined due
to increasing practical and safety problems between the 1920s
and 1944. However, the discovery in 1926 of alluvial diamonds
along the coast to the north and south of the town, gave it a
new lease of life for several decades, until the diamonds started
running out.
But the town still has fishing and other commercial activities
going. In addition, local inland farmers and other families have
for many generations maintained their holiday homes here,
a tradition that continues. More recently however, a number
of B&Bs sprung up as more and more visitors to the nearby
Richtersveld these days choose to detour through Port Nolloth
and Alexander Bay to explore this coast. Today the town is
therefore mostly known as a fishing harbour and gateway to the
Richtersveld 160km to the north along the Orange River.
Enjoy a crayfish (lobster) braai on the beach with the sun sinking
down behind the Atlantic horizon. Wake up to the gentle lapping
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of waves in the bay and take an early morning stroll into the desert
landscape behind the town, or along its lovely coast. Enjoy solitary
beaches or snorkel in calm, sheltered waters. Take a tour of the
historical harbour and take selfies with diamond divers’ boats and
fishing vessels bobbing on the water behind you.
The town also forms part of the Namaqua Flower Route with its
springtime spectacle of trillions of wildflowers in bloom. Visit a
local pub and hear first-hand the fascinating stories – some of
them quite tall – as told by tough, weathered diamond divers and
fishermen. There’s plenty more to do.
One fascinating must-do for any visitor to the town, is a visit to the
Port Nolloth Museum. It was created in a building dating back to
1880 by Grazia de Beer, born in Italy and educated in Cape Town
before marrying Coen de Beer, a diamond diver from here. Her
growing interest in the town, its people and the surrounding areas,
led to the museum and her avidly collecting artefacts and photos.
The town is situated on the Namaqualand coast, 144 kilometres
northwest of Springbok on the N7 and 80km south of the
restricted diamond mining town of Alexander Bay at the mouth of
the Orange River.
For more information go to www.portnollothinfo.co.za/index.
htm; or call the Northern Cape Tourism Authority at Tel 053 832
2657 (International: +27 (0)53 832 2657).

expereince the African sky
like never before

ACCOMMODATION
RESTAURANT

+27 (0) 23 004 1161

STARGAZING
SELF CATERING

WINE TASTING
FUNCTION VENUE

heike@roggecloof.com

NATURE DRIVES
HIKING

CYCLING TRAILS
FOSSIL HUNTING

www.roggecloof.com

VOLCANO VISITS
FORT VISITS

The dramatic landscape and breath-taking scenery of the KZN South
Coast sets the perfect backdrop for outdoor adventure. And locals are
always excited to showcase the region’s beauty, and unique activities,
that make this the ultimate holiday destination!
When you #GoSouth, why not immerse yourself in local culture through one of the
many Great Drives Out adventures? These authentic rural excursions into the
hinterland reveal the area’s many hidden treasures. Among these are the KwaXolo
Caves Adventures, a mountainside hiking experience where hikers are led along a
cable-and-rung system to the epic caves, adorned with ancient San artwork.
Then there’s the KwaNzimakwe Multi-Trails, an inviting trail network located 5km
inland from Mpenjati Nature Reserve where visitors experience both the area’s
natural beauty as well as local cultural heritage. Hikers, birdwatchers and 4x4
enthusiasts will all find their space along these trails. And just inland of Shelly
Beach is the Nyandezulu Experience, a guided drive or hike across the beautiful
Ntantana Mountain. Visitors take in views of Nyandezulu Waterfall before engaging
with local healers and community members who call this place home.
For those wanting to truly get to grips with the area’s deeply-entrenched culture,
then a visit to the Ntelezi Msani Heritage Centre is a must. This creative arts and
heritage facility plays an important role in the preservation of the local history,
offering visitors an authentic cultural experience that touches on African history,
indigenous knowledge, culture and creative arts.
The hinterland is also the place to find heart-stopping, adrenaline-pumping
extreme adventures for those who like to live on the edge! Zipline across one of
KZN’s most spectacular natural settings - Oribi Gorge – or take a walk along an
80-metre cable suspension bridge 130 metres off the ground. Battle the rapids with
some white water rafting, and if that isn’t extreme enough, why not take a jump
on the Wild Gorge Swing, the highest swing of its kind that drops you a whole
55 storeys. Get extreme and #GoSouth!

To find out more download the free EXPLORE KZN SOUTH COAST app from

Adventure awaits you...

on the KZN
SOUTH COAST!

Boasting 58 golden beaches and five with Blue Flag status, it’s not surprising that
many visitors #GoSouth for the quintessential seaside holiday. Taking advantage
of the year-round sunny skies, many are content with sunbathing, exploring the
rock pools or splash about in the many protected tidal pools found along the KZN
South Coast. But, for others, a little more adventure is called for!
Fortunately, adventure awaits beneath the KZN South Coast waters which are
home to two of the country’s Marine Protected Areas and world-class dive sites,
Aliwal Shoal just 5km offshore of Umkomaas River, and Protea Banks which is 8km
off Shelly Beach. Whether you’re seeking the unencumbered experience of free
diving and snorkelling, or the deep-sea exploration of scuba diving, this is the
place to journey.
These two underwater locations are home to a wealth of marine life, including
diverse shark species and rays, swimming amid shipwrecks. And if you #GoSouth
in the winter months, you’re in for a treat as the region forms part of the annual
Sardine Run, the planet’s largest biomass migration. From land or sea, you can
watch as these silver fish migrate along the coastline, attracting sharks, gamefish,
marine mammals and birds close to shore.
The natural scenery of the KZN South Coast has attracted film makers from around
the globe. The latest production to #GoSouth was the SABC 3 reality television
series, ‘The Longest Date’, with the second season shot at a number of local venues.
The show follows the adventures of 16 single South Africans as they embark on the
ultimate blind date. Each of the 13 episodes showcases the incredibly diverse
natural scenery found along this #Safecation destination.

UGU SOUTH COAST TOURISM (USCT) IS GIVING VISITORS THE CHANCE
TO EXPERIENCE AN AUTHENTIC ‘LONGEST DATE’ EXCURSION THROUGH
THE LONGEST DATE TOUR PACKAGE.

Through this exclusive hospitality package, USCT gives you the chance to visit all
the magnificent KZN South Coast locations filmed during the season. Some of the
featured filming points to be visited will include Lake Eland Game Reserve, Oribi
Gorge Wild 5 Extreme Adventures, KwaXolo Caves, Aliwal Shoal, and Protea Banks.

FOR THE DETAILED LIST OF THE LONGEST DATE TOUR PACKAGE, VISIT THE
USCT ‘SPECIALS’ PAGE - WWW.VISITKZNSOUTHCOAST.CO.ZA/SPECIALS/

Contact us on 039 682 7944 or visit our website for more information on our venues and great destinations!

For the ideal #Safecation destination that caters to everyone’s interests,
#GoSouth to the beautiful KZN South Coast. Stretching along 120 kilometres of
coastline from Scottburgh to Port Edward, and inland to Harding, the Paradise of
the Zulu Kingdom gives families the chance to reconnect with nature while
making a lifetime of memories. Indigenous forests, energizing waterfalls,
lagoons, caves and gorges, the KZN South Coast is an adventurous playground
from the coast to the hinterland. #GoSouth and make adventure your mission!

BLUE FLAG BEACHES

#GoSouth to get some revitalising ‘Vitamin Sea’ at one of the KZN South
Coast’s golden, sandy beaches, five of which boast Blue Flag status. Take
some time out simply soaking up the rays while the children explore the
nearby rock pools. With the most tidal pools in KZN, there are endless options
for protected bathing. And the watersports’ enthusiasts will be kept busy
surfing, kayaking, stand up paddling and windsurfing.

WORLD-CLASS DIVING AND FISHING

Discover another world when you scuba dive or freedive among some of the
ocean’s most interesting residents. Aliwal Shoal and Protea Banks are
considered some of the world’s best for divers, with a variety of mystical
shipwrecks waiting to be explored in the ocean depths. Anglers are also left
reeling with delight at the incredible deep sea fishing opportunities, as well as
the many rock and surf spots renowned for great catches.

SPORTS’ PLAYGROUND

It’s always ‘tee time’ on The Golf Coast with its 11 iconic courses and
well-manicured greens. Winding through indigenous forests, overlooking
farmlands, nature reserves and the ocean, #GoSouth for a round with a view.
Keen hikers, birdwatchers, trail runners, mountain bikers and 4x4 enthusiasts
are also spoilt for choice along the KZN South Coast - a dedicated sports’
lovers’ playground.

EXTREME ADVENTURES

#AdventureAwaits in the KZN South Coast with its dramatic geographical
features and many nature reserves that set the backdrop for the ultimate
adrenaline-inducing action. Get your heart pumping with white-water rafting,
ziplining, suspension bridge crossing, shark diving, gorge swinging and
microlighting. And, if motorsports are more your speed, then visit Dezzi
Raceway in Port Shepstone, the only Motorsport South Africa (MSA)-approved
racing track in the province.

HISTORIC AND CULTURAL ATTRACTIONS

The Paradise of the Zulu Kingdom has a rich history that’s well worth
discovering. Museums tell the stories of nautical and motor adventures,
with the iconic Port Shepstone Lighthouse a must-visit. Archaeological
discoveries abound at the world’s smallest desert, the Red Desert near Port
Edward, with Mzamba fossils in the Petrified Forest dating back millions of
years. Traditional history and cultural intricacies are revealed at the
incredible Ntelezi Msani Heritage Centre in Mtwalume where local history
is brought to life through stories, crafts and song.

A PLACE FOR WORK AND PLAY

With its award-winning restaurants, top-class accommodation venues,
luxury retreats, spas and activities, the KZN South Coast is the perfect
work-meets-play destination. The region’s unmatched natural scenery and
welcoming communities have also made this a key film destination boasting
unlimited potential.

#GoSouth for the perfect family #Safecation
To find out more download the free EXPLORE KZN SOUTH COAST app from

let the KZN South Coast...

BE YOUR PLAYGROUND!

Contact us on 039 682 7944 or visit our website for more information on our venues and great destinations!

HERMANUS,
FOR A WHALE OF A T IME

S

ituated on the southern coast of the Western Cape only ninety minutes from Cape Town Hermanus
offers a mix of adventure, food and wine experiences and a vibrant arts culture. Beaches, vineyards
and mountains in proximity make a dramatic backdrop to hike, taste, visit the beach and repeat.
Everything linked with scenic coastal drives and the added benefit of offering the world’s best land-based
whale watching. The Southern Right Whales arrive annually in June and stay here till the end of November
giving a road trip to Hermanus an edge. Seeing a whale breach while you are having your lunch above
the Old Harbour is breath-taking.
The dramatic views connect one with nature. Hiking options are plentiful especially with the sixty-kilometre
interlinked trails of Fernkloof Nature Reserve. Each hike offers a new vantage on the Walker Bay,
a declared Hope Spot. The indigenous fynbos vegetation along the way is worth a pause for
appreciation.
Hike from the Old Harbour to the New Harbour and reward yourself with a seafood lunch or step across
to Heart of Abalone for a tour of the abalone farm followed by a gourmet abalone tasting. Alternatively,
take a shot left and walk from the Old Harbour to Blue Flag Grotto Beach while learning about our planets
from the model solar system installed on the path. End the eight kilometre walk with a drink on the beach
or a quick dip in the sea. More suggestions for action seekers include kayaking or ziplining. Anyone up for
horse riding? Hemel-en-Aarde is the setting to mount a horse and explore the wineries that surrounds
Hermanus and the quality wines
produced here.
Reduce speed and stroll from one art exhibition to the next in the centre of town. With twenty galleries,
three hundred artists, paintings, sculptures and ceramics on display there is a cultural wealth of inspiration.
On the First Friday of every month Hermanus galleries have a special evening viewing with wine and
conversation. Just follow the orange banners for an engaging art walk.
Don’t miss our Saturday markets. This is where you will meet the world on a Saturday morning
from 9:00 till 13:00 in Pringle Bay, Hermanus, Stanford and Gansbaai. With enough to eat, drink, shop and
keep the children busy you might find yourself hesitant to move when the clock strikes one.
Our top restaurants deserve your consideration as the consistent quality and indulgent eating experiences
will have you returning for more. Quaint shops and pedestrian friendly streets offer the opportunity
to explore unique products and crafts before or after a culinary treat.
Hermanus caters for all tastes and always has a surprise up its sleeve - be it a special arts festival, visiting
whales or a Hemel-en-Aarde wine tasting. Why go to anywhere, if you can go to Hermanus?
Hermanus awaits. See you soon.

HANGKLIP - KLEINMOND
- escape to nature www.kleinmondtourism.co.za
info@kleinmondtourism.co.za • Tel: 028 271 8474
Hangklip-Kleinmond-Tourism

kleinmondtourism

HERMANUS
- Whale capital of the world www.hermanustourism.info
hermanustourism2@hermanus.co.za • Tel: 028 312 2629
Hermanus-Tourism-Bureau

hermanustourism

STANFORD
- connect to country life -

www.stanfordinfo.co.za
ask@stanfordinfo.co.za • Tel: 028 341 0340
stanfordtourism

visitstanford

GANSBAAI
- the natural adventure destination -

www.gansbaaiinfo.com
info@gansbaaitourism.co.za • Tel: 028 384 1439
Gansbaai-Tourism

gansbaai_tourism
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The awesome Overberg…
an entire world within a single region
By Stef Terblanche

I

f ever there was a place that epitomises one entire

and bric-a-brac shopping; arts and crafts like you will

world within a single region of a single province

find nowhere else; a mission station and where freed

of one country, it is the Overberg. Once you have

slaves lived and still occupied by their descendants;

been here, you’ve seen and done it all. The name,

even a casino; and much, much more. It’s also the

derived from Dutch/Afrikaans, literally means, “over the

gateway to the Garden Route and the famous Route

mountain”. In this case, just an 80-minute drive from

62. Do you really ever need to go anywhere else for

Cape Town over Sir Lowry’s Pass and the Hottentots

your next holiday?

Holland Mountains.
Not to be confused with the official and much
What awaits you on the other side is a vista of colourful

smaller Overberg District Municipality which covers

canola, wheat and lucerne fields across rolling hills;

Arniston to Infanta along the coast, what is commonly

towering mountains; winelands; dams, estuaries and

regarded as being the Overberg region stretches

river adventures; endless beaches; magical forests;

from the Hottentots Holland Mountains in the west to

nature reserves and national parks; holiday villages

Swellendam and Barrydale in the east, and from Route

and historical towns with much of the old architecture

62 and the Langeberg mountain range in the north to

preserved; a vibrant farming community and eccentric,

the sea and beaches of the Atlantic and Indian oceans

creative artists’ colonies; Hermanus and its whales; the

in the south.

‘rebellious Republic of Swellendam’; the southernmost
tip of Africa with its famous lighthouse; shipwrecks and

The Overberg is one of the six regions in the Western

whitewashed fishermen’s cottages; superb angling,

Cape province, and the southernmost region in South

surfing and spearfishing locations; cycling, horse-riding

Africa. It’s a vibrant region with diverse people who are

and hiking routes of every kind; delightful boutiques

warm and friendly, and always available for a chat.
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Having crossed the mountains, turn off at the town of

If you chose to take the R43 going south-east at Bot

Grabouw – the capital of apple farming country – and

River lagoon, it will take you to the ‘abalone capital’ of

take the R321 to Villiersdorp and the Theewaterskloof

Hawston – much of it being harvested illegally for the

dam, with the Riviersonderend and Franschhoek

Asian market – then to Vermont, the village of Onrus

mountains as backdrop. It is the Western Cape’s largest

and into Hermanus. Hermanus is famed for its whale

dam which during a drought a couple of years ago ran

watching, with the huge mammals and their calves

nearly completely dry. When filled with water, as it is

coming to within meters of the cliffs along the shore.

once again, it’s a water sports enthusiast’s paradise.

The town offers markets, shopping, restaurants, pubs,
beaches, excellent accommodation options, and

Doubling back to the N2 will bring you to Caledon, a

behind it, the mountains and the Fernkloof Nature

farming community and home of the region’s casino.

Reserve. The old fisherman’s harbour with its stone

Here you can travel west, spend some time in Bot River

buildings, harbour wall, and slipway have been turned

with its railway station turned into a Saturday market,

intact into an open-air museum, one of only two such

and then on to the Bot River lagoon, the luxurious

harbour museums in the world. It is a provincial heritage

Arabella hotel and country golf estate. Here the road

site.

splits, with the R44 taking you back in the direction of
Cape Town to the delightful coastal holiday towns of

On the way towards Hermanus along the R44, a left

Kleinmond, Betty’s Bay, Pringle Bay and Rooi Els. The area

turn onto the R320 at the Wine Village will take you to

is home to the absolutely beautiful Kogelberg Nature

the beautiful Hemel en Aarde Valley (heaven and earth

Reserve that offers, apart from its stunning natural

valley), home to the local wine route with more than 15

beauty, excellent accommodation and hiking routes.

excellent wine farms. From Hermanus, you can follow

The coast here is also renowned for its surfing, fishing,

the coastal R43 through the towns of Stanford on to

scuba diving and spearfishing locations.

De Kelders, Gansbaai, and Kleinbaai. This is shark-cage
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diving territory where the great whites lurk. Continuing

bank which became known as the ‘graveyard of ships’,

along this route will eventually take you to the Agulhas

their many wrecks dotted all along this coast.

National Park and on to Bredasdorp and Napier.
A bit further east towards Hermanus, is another famous
The R43 also takes you to the picturesque little village

lighthouse, the Danger Point Lighthouse on the southern

of Baardskeerdersbos (beard shaver’s bush) along the

point of Walker Bay, near Gansbaai. The lighthouse was

southern slopes of a mountain called Perdekop (horse

built in 1895 after the British troopship HMS Birkenhead

hill). Continue on towards Bredasdorp and you will

was wrecked off Danger Point in 1852. All women

come to the fascinating village of Elim. This charming

and children were among the 193 survivors, but the

village, with most of its houses and the central church

remainder of the over 600 people on board – soldiers

dating back to the mid-1800s, was established by

and sailors mostly – all went down with the ill-fated

German missionaries, and soon became the home of

ship. Today you can see at low tide the barely visible

among others, freed slaves. Many of their descendants

rock now aptly named Birkenhead Rock, that caused

still live here in their original homes.

this tragedy. There are more than 140 shipwrecks along
this stretch of the coast.

Once you have finished browsing through the many
antiques and arts and crafts shops of Bredasdorp and

Further along this part of the coast lies the village of

Napier, or you have enjoyed a glass of wine and fine

Arniston with its famous white-washed fishermen’s

food in one of the many excellent eateries around here,

cottages and the nearby Waenhuiskrans (wagon

you can head on along the R319 to the coastal villages

house cliff) with its huge seaside cave. And further

of Struisbaai and Agulhas. Struisbaai has a pretty little

along, closer to the Breede River, lies the De Hoop

harbour, magnificent nearby sand dunes, restaurants,

Nature Reserve.

a hotel and camping site, and more.
From Caledon you could have continued eastwards
A few kilometres down the road you will come to

along the N2 highway. This route will take you to the

Agulhas, the southernmost tip of Africa where the

farming community of Riviersonderend (river without an

Atlantic and Indian Oceans meet. It is also home

end) and then on to Swellendam. This town that once

to a famous lighthouse with a museum – the third

formed the eastern boundary of the colonial Cape of

lighthouse to be built in South Africa, and the second

Good Hope, was declared a magisterial district in 1743,

oldest still operating. It was built as a navigational

the third oldest in South Africa, and stretched all the

beacon for ships crossing the treacherous Agulhas

way to today’s Mossel Bay and George. It was named
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after Governor Hendrik Swellengrebel, the first South
African born Governor at the Cape, and his wife, Helena
Ten Damme.
This settlement soon became a gateway to the interior
and was visited by famous explorers and travellers. By
1795, maladministration and corruption by the Dutch
East India Company that governed the Cape, caused
Image by Jean van der Meulen from Pixabay

the burghers of Swellendam to revolt and declare their
district an independent republic on 17 June 1795 with
Hermanus Steyn as President of the new Republic of
Swellendam. The republic was short lived however, as
soon thereafter the British occupied the Cape. Today
the town is a living monument with many of its original
buildings immaculately preserved and has over 50
provincial heritage sites.
The Breede River also passes by Swellendam on its way to
its mouth at Witsand and Infanta. The river is a haven for
water sports including white water rafting, boating, and
kayaking. The world-famous and very popular annual

Image by Jeanine Smal from Pixabay

Up the Creek music festival takes place on its banks just
outside Swellendam.
The Swellendam region is also home to the Bontebok
National Park and the beautiful Grootvadersbos Nature
Reserve. The latter lies high up in the foothills of the
mountains and offers beautiful forests, a mountain
stream with large rock pools, camping site and cottages.
The Overberg also boasts a remarkable floral variety and
is covered with fynbos, characterised by proteas, ericas
and the russet reeds of the damp lowlands. It’s also
an excellent spring wildflower destination with the best

shutterstock_630720998 G du Preez Robertson

flower displays from August to mid-October, but subject
to weather patterns.
These are just a few of the many delightful places and
experiences to be enjoyed in the greater Overberg
region. There is truly much, much more.

For more information, visit

www.overberg-info.co.za/region.

shutterstock_187498853(1) PhotoSky De Hoop
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SHARK CAGE
DIVING
Taking you on captivating trips at sea to meet
and dive with sharks is just one of many things
award-winning Marine Dynamics do to protect,
conserve and enjoy the unique marine wildlife in
the Gansbaai area.
Experience a 5-star cage diving tour on board our
custom designed boat, Slashfin. An on board
marine biologist will educate you as you get up
close and personal with Great Whites and Bronze
Whaler sharks around the famous Shark Alley.
You will leave with great memories and a deep
appreciation of these majestic animals. Along the
way you might also be fortunate to view the rest
of our Marine Big 5 as well as incredible seabirds.
We are Fair Trade Tourism certified and live by
our motto of 'Discover. Protect. Educate'.

CONTACT
US
Book now

082 380 3405

www.marinedynamics.co.za

UNIQUE TO US:
Biologist on board
Contributing to marine science to
influence conservation decisions.
Expert crew, professional service
and excellent customer care.

Custom built vessels

Luxury custom designed purposeful
boats for shark cage diving and
whale watching.

Your Choice Makes a
Difference

By joining us you support the
research & conservation of marine
wildlife through the Dyer Island
Conservation Trust: www.dict.org.za

sharks@marinedynamicstravel.com

MARINE BIG 5
WHALE WATCHING

Our Whale Watching tours operate
around the world famous Dyer Island ecosystem.
Home of Marine Big 5:
Whales
Sharks
Cape Fur seals
African Penguin
Dolphins
Southern Right Whale Season is normally from June
to December, but throughout the year we also see
Humpback and Bryde's whales along this coastline.
Dyer Island is home to a variety of seabirds. We have
an on-board marine biologist and experienced crew
who promise an educational, life changing
experience.
A free visit to the African Penguin and Seabird
Sanctuary is included with both tours.

www.dyerislandcruises.co.za

whales@marinedynamicstravel.com

Book now
082 801 8014

COMOROS…

romantic East African
‘Vanilla Islands’

AFRICA FOCUS

T

he Vanilla Islands, or Comoros as it is officially known,
is one of Africa’s truly hidden gems – a beautiful
archipelago of three major islands off the East African

coast. It is often forgotten, quite off the well-trodden tourist
routes, and not much has changed here over centuries.
Officially it is known as the Union of the Comoros and consists
of three major islands, the Grande Comore (Ngazidja), Mohéli
(Mwali), and Anjouan (Ndzuani). The country also claims a fourth
major island, Mayotte (Maore), whose people voted against
independence from France in 1974 and it therefore continues
to be governed by France as an overseas department. There are
also a number of smaller, largely undeveloped islands.
Not very prominent on the tourism map in the past, the island
country is now more aggressively marketing itself as the Vanilla
Islands. But it still remains a very remote tourist destination.
Despite its relative obscurity this is where you go if you want
24/7 romance, if you want to drop off the face of the earth, and
where you can have any kind of tropical island holiday from a
cheap budget adventure to an idyllic honeymoon or a five-star
luxury experience. The bonus is that it’s something of a French
vacation in the tropics, or a tropical Arab holiday, considering
that 98% of the island is Muslim with a heavy Araba influence.
It is the only member of the Arab League that lies entirely in the
Southern Hemisphere. The three languages spoken here are
Comorian, Arabic, and French, although you will also find a fair
number of English-speakers around.
The choice of accommodation here – the majority with idyllic
tropical sea views – range from guest rooms to self-catering
or room-serviced beach bungalows, Airbnb, holiday cottages,
budget hotels and a 5-star villa-style hotel. The food here is
mostly seafood, but you will also find French, Arabic and Indian
cuisine. And of course, bananas prepared in many different
ways.
The islands offer that unique blend of Africa, Swahili, Arab,
Indian Ocean islands, and the French connection. You won’t
find it anywhere else in the world. There are banana and palmfringed beaches everywhere with spectacular views across
calm, crystal-clear waters to other parts of the islands. As you
laze away the days on these pristine white beaches, the mixed

A view of Domoni, Anjouan including mosque - Image Haryamouji

scent of sea air, cloves and vanilla hang in the air, while

wooden doors, traditional buildings and much of the Arab

volcanic mountains wink at you from islands across the

influence, as Moroni was founded in the 10th century by Arab

turquoise waters.

traders of the Sultanate of Zanzibar. It played an important
role in the Arab trade across the Indian Ocean and very little

The sheer beauty and adventures of the place more than

has changed here over the centuries.

make up for the lack of amenities, and the people are warm
and friendly. You can explore the endless beaches, take a boat

A visit to the National Museum of Comoros is also worth

trip around, snorkel in the clear waters teaming with marine

it. It was established in 1989, with its four exhibit rooms

life, hike in rainforests or up the side of a volcanic mountain,

showcasing the history, art, archaeology and religion; the

see the giant fruit bats, watch the giant sea turtles on the

volcanology and earth science; the oceanography and

beach early in the morning, and more. Chomoni Beach on

natural science; and the social and cultural anthropology.

Grande Comore is very popular with visitors and locals alike,
or if you like a wilder part of the ocean on Grande Comore’s

The islands are very safe when it comes to crime. Don’t be

east side, Bouni Beach is it. Wander through the medina, or

discouraged by people telling you the political history of

old town, of Moroni and go see the beautiful Grand Mosque

Comoros - over 20 coups and a few presidents assassinated

du Vendredi (but don’t treat it as a tourist attraction).

since gaining independence in 1975. Four of the coups were
led by the infamous but colourful French mercenary, the

Every bit as exciting and interesting as Zanzibar’s world-

late Bob Denard, who made the islands his home, married

famous medieval stone town with its narrow streets and

here and converted to Islam. These days the Comoros

carved doors, is Moroni’s much lesser known medina. It’s

are coup-free and peaceful and even if there were to be

an absolute maze of narrow alleyways without any tourists

another attempted coup someday – which is very possible

or souvenir shops. Here you will find old unrestored ornate

- it is unlikely to affect tourists. Coups here are usually little

46 |ISSUE 22|www.mzanzitravel.co.za | MZANZITRAVEL

Dhow off beach in Comoros

Image by David Greenwood-Haigh from Pixabay

more than a rather deadly scuffle at the presidential palace

bring everything you need with you as there is little by way of

between presidents and a handful of armed men, and you

shopping here, and remember that power outages happen

may not even notice anything until you read a newspaper! It

regularly. But again, in the Comoros this is simply all part of

only adds to the spice of these islands, just as Arab traders

the adventure and the fun.

and roaming pirates did in bygone days.
For a little more sophistication and better amenities, you can
These days the most dangerous things here are the local

make the French-governed Mayotte your base. But people

drivers, the ocean for someone who cannot swim when

often complain it is overpriced and lacks the raw and exciting

going in deeper than shoulder height, or the peril of getting

vibe of the other independent islands. You will find lovely

too much rest and sleep. On the downside for some, getting

beaches here too and much to do, but there’s a large ex-pat

hold of liquor can be a problem in this conservatively Muslim

community here and not much love is lost between them

country, but some hotels and Chinese traders do sell it. It’s

and the Mahorais and the other islanders. Nonetheless,

hard to tell if this is legal or not, but nobody seems to have a

this island offers excellent beaches, shops and other

problem with it.

businesses, infrastructure and better communications, topclass accommodation and good restaurants for the more

Just getting around is an absolute adventure here.

discerning, wealthier traveller.

Speedboats that mostly depart from Chindini on the southern
tip of Grande Comore and take about 10 people at a time, will

For more information, contact the Comoros National

take you from one island to the next, providing the sea is

Tourist Office on Tel +269 773 78 16 or go to

calm. You can also fly but flights are unreliable, and boats

http://comorosdiscover.com/.

are better. On land there is no real bus system – shared taxis
and hired cars that come with drivers, are the norm. Also,
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Cell World
Computer Mania
Galaxy Cellular
Incredible Connection
MTN
Vodacom

061 188 5398
028 312 3333
084 230 5920
028 312 2989
083 869 1459
028 312 3999

ABSA
Capitec Bank
FNB
Nedbank
Standard Bank

ATM
028 312 3023
ATM
086 055 5111
028 313 7816

Bargain Books
CNA
PNA

028 313 0303
087 086 7658
028 312 2936

Ackermans
Exact
Foschini
Franco Ceccato
Identity
Keedo Kids
Markham
Milady’s
Mr Price Clothing
Old Khaki
Pep
Pick n Pay Clothing
Queenspark
Sneaker Factory
Tekkie Town
The Fix
Truworths

028 312 3071
028 313 6303
028 313 6300
028 312 1195
028 312 2945
021 003 2777
028 313 6319
028 312 2509
028 312 3153
021 003 2778
028 312 2330
028 312 3057
028 312 1677
028 312 4486
087 150 4004
028 312 1419
081 171 1380

Woolworths

028 313 6240

Whale Coast Theatre

028 312 1396

Bierman & Britz Optometrist 028 312 3075
Mellins I-Style
028 313 1101
Spec-Savers
028 312 2943
Sunglass Hut
021 276 2837

Best of Asia
Fish Basket
Hartlief Deli
King Pie
McDonalds
Mugg & Bean

028 316 4120
067 697 2717
028 312 3068
028 125 0199
028 312 3661
028 312 1916

Spur
Steers
The Deli Coffee Co
Wimpy

028
028
028
028

312
312
312
312

3095
3175
2980
2038

Checkers
Food Lovers Market

028 313 6400
028 312 4475

Clicks
Dis-Chem
Sorbet
Style Bar
The Barber Shop
The Body Shop

028 312 3140
028 050 2189
028 312 2260
065 833 0667
082 075 0033
028 312 3141

Appliance World
Home ETC
Mr Price Home
Ouhout Meubels
Sheet Street

028 426 0014
028 312 3111
028 313 0590
028 312 3200
087 754 5284

Arabella Diamonds
Sterns

028 312 4114
028 313 6323/24

Checkers Liquor
Market Liquor

028 313 4600
028 312 4475

3@1
Smart Tailor
Telkom Direct
Eco Car Wash

028 312 2715
067 001 2734
028 313 0080
083 502 6994

Absolute Pets
028 312 3125
Cash Crusaders
028 312 3576
Eber Vet
028 312 1435
Gadget Paradise
064 344 9769
Hobby & Tech
TBC
JJ Cale
010 021 0209
Montagu Dried Fruit & Nuts 028 312 3099
The Crazy Store
028 312 2778
Twisp
081 269 9435
Verimark
028 312 2940
Vrystaat Biltong
076 740 7080

Cape Union Mart
Mr Price Sport
Senqu
Sport Scene
Surf Zone
Totalsports

021 003 2777
028 312 1435
028 312 3553
028 313 6315
TBC
028 313 6313

Great Escapes
this Spring

Need a break? Here are some fabulous, affordable destinations and
experiences, whether for a quick rejuvenating weekend getaway or a
proper relaxing holiday.

For easy reservations, book your Great Escape through
our online booking facility at

www.bookings.mzanzitravel.co.za.
Shed all your stress at Makalali
Private Game Reserve
For a perfect getaway to recharge one’s mind and
soul after the ravages of the coronavirus lockdowns,
work, stress and city life, there can be few more
relaxing environments than the wilderness and wildlife
area that is home to the Greater Makalali Private
Game Reserve.
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The reserve is situated near the towns of Gravelotte,
Phalaborwa and Hoedspruit, and is adjacent to
the Kruger National Park. It can be easily reached
by car via the N1 or N4, while there are commercial
and chartered flights available to nearby landing
locations.
The Greater Makalali Private Game Reserve, together
with the Pidwa Wilderness Reserve forms the

25,000-hectare Greater Makalali Nature Reserve
game reserve and is a registered Protected Area.
The Greater Makalali Nature Reserve consists of the
Makalali Main Lodge, Garonga Safari Camp, and
Makalali River Lodge.
The newly built 5-star Makalali Main Lodge boasts
30 comfortable Superior Rooms to choose from,
each with their own en-suite bathroom with an
indoor- and outdoor shower. All three camps of
the Makalali River Lodge are private yet within easy
access of one another. Each Thatched Suite and
Family Suite has a raised timber viewing deck to
offer spectacular views over the Makhutswi River
from which to observe the bird life and game.
You can also enjoy the convenience of the
following features: a plunge pool, boma, fireplace,
an enclosed dining and lounge area, an en-suite

ESCAPE

bathroom with an indoor- and outdoor shower and
a bath.
Garonga Safari Camp has 6 luxury tents, with private
decks and spectacular views overlooking a dry
riverbed. Each tent sleeps two with large, draped
beds, indoor and outdoor showers, and a hammock.
The tents are airy and spacious, providing the perfect
link between exclusive luxury and the allure of Mother
Nature just outside. This tented camp is ideal for
couples who enjoy the experience of being part of
the bush.
Little Garonga has three luxury thatched suites and
is run separately to the Safari Camp. The Hambleden
Suite sleeps up to four and is perfect for a family
or a couple wishing to experience luxury in the
bush. The Chiltern and Buckingham Suites are fully
air-conditioned with their own private deck and
hammock, and each sleep two guests in comfort.
Little Garonga is ideal for families and small groups,
or couples who prefer creature comforts.
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The area hosts the Big 5 and the many animal species
in its diverse habitat including lion, elephant, leopard,
black and white rhino, spotted and brown hyena,
cheetah and wild dogs. Our daily guided game drives
were highlights each and every time, but the one that
stood out was when we came upon a rhino and her
new-born calf. She graciously allowed us to come
quite close and see the baby for ourselves.
To single out any one aspect of the reserve as being
the best, would be an injustice to the rest. We were truly
taken in by the hospitality of all staff, the good service,
excellent food and amenities, the game drives, the
comfortable and luxurious accommodation, and the
great wild outdoors surrounding all of this.
For more information or bookings, contact the
Greater Makalali Private Game Reserve at: Head
Quarters – Warden office,
Tel +27-(0)-87-806-2096; or Reserve warden –
Rob Panos at Tel +27-(0)-83-945-1775.

HEADER

The luxurious Kuganha Tented Camp and Spa is a tranquil safari dreamscape situated just 2.5
hours’ drive from Cape Town, where guests will feel a sense of exclusivity and serenity.
The beautifully appointed tents are sensitively arranged amongst the thick wooded Acacia Karoo
trees, with an inviting pool overlooking the Karoo veld with golden mountains on the horizon.
Each tent offers a personal dining experience on the patio or in the private dining veranda creating the most perfect setting for leisurely breakfasts as the sun rises over the Tankwa Karoo.
Personalized itineraries offer guests the freedom to use their time at Kuganha to unwind as they
make use of the private pool, the exclusive spa bungalow and go on traditional safaris that whisk
guests onto the 10 000 hectare wildlife conservancy to view the main attraction: Africa’s exquisite
wildlife.
While on safari, guests will have an awe-inspiring occasion as they learn about the Cheetah
rehabilitation and conservation project.
Returning from an afternoon safari, guests are spoilt with a ‘welcome back’ drink, and guided to
seat around the toasty fire while their ranger prepares a dinner feast.
Evenings are spent listening to the sounds of nature, surrounded by the warmth of lanterns that
light up the camp at night - while the Karoo skies open to a magical display of the Milky Way.
Kuganha Tented Camp and Spa is safari treat for the soul as guest experience the vastness of the
majestic Tankwa Karoo.
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