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WHALE

COAST MALL

At the heartbeat of the
beautiful seaside town of Hermanus

Hermanus (originally called Hermanuspietersfontein, but shortened in 1902 as the name was
too long for the postal service) is a town on the southern coast of the Western Cape province
of South Africa.
It is most famous for Southern Right whale-watching during the winter to spring seasons,
The whales can be seen from the cliffs all along the coast from as early as June and usually
depart in early December.
They were once hunted in the nearby town of Betty's Bay, but are now protected to ensure
the survival of the species. For the more adventurous, whale watching can be done via boat
expeditions.

HERMANUS & ITS SURROUNDS OFFERS
HOLIDAY MAKERS THE FOLLOWING
ENTICING ACTIVITIES TO TAKE PART IN:
• A vast amount of restaurants, wine tasting & tours
in the picturesque Hemel-en-Aarde Valley, sunset
boat cruises, various markets, visual arts and theatre
productions.
Hermanus lies along Walker Bay on the south
coast of the Western Cape. It is located about 115
km southeast of Cape Town and is connected to
the Mother City by the R43 highway (or coastal
R44 scenic route) and N2 motorway.

•Bird watching, game viewing, horse riding, abalone
tours, whale-watching as well as shark viewing &
cage diving.
• Paragliding, kayaking, biking, golfing, surfing, fishing
and various cliff paths & hiking trails

The R43 continues to Cape Agulhas, the most
southern point of Africa. Hermanus is 40 km from
Gansbaai, a famous spot where one can dive
amongst the Great White Sharks.

It boasts with over six beautiful beaches which
includes Voëlklip, Onrus and the prestigious blue flag
Grotto beach.

Whale Coast Mall is situated on Main Road in
Sandbaai, which lies at the entrance to the
picturesque Hemel-en-Aarde Valley in Hermanus.
We are ideally situated in the centre of the
Hermanus hub and offer a wide variety of
beautiful stores to serve all needs and wants of
our local community, as well as holiday makers.

The mall also offers shoppers the only multi-purpose cinema
(The Whale Coast Threatre) in the area with a special
Beanbag Theatre for our young audience.
To further compliment the retail offering, there is ample
free parking and our restroom facilities include disabled,
baby-changing and family bathrooms to cater to all our
customer needs.

FAST FACTS

ABOUT WHALE COAST MALL:
• Leased space:
• Total shops:
• Parking bays:

30,000m2
88
1565
8299

• Address: Cnr of Main Road and R43. Sandbaai.
Hermanus, Western Cape
• GPS Co-ordinates: 34.4182392,19.2234517
• Telephone number: 021 476 0994
• Website: www.shopwhalecoastmall.co.za

• Facebook fans:
(as at 8 January 2020)

CENTRE MANAGEMENT TEAM:
General Manager: (The Great Whale in Charge)
Operations Manager: (The Main-te-nance Fish)
Property Administrator: (The Sole)
Marketing Manager: (The Clown Fish)

R43 Main Road, Sandbaai, Hermanus
shopwhalecoastmall.co.za
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Editor’S Note
Autumn 2022
Just when you thought it was warm enough to go into the water, enjoying
those endlessly long summer days, summer comes to an end. Why is it that
summer always feels like the shortest season? And always just as you are
really starting to have fun?
Not to worry though, as autumn brings with it its own fabulous experiences
to enjoy. But first we bring you eight of the best reasons why you should
holiday in South Africa, regardless of which season it is. Reasons range from
our many sports offerings to our excellent health and medical facilities, our
superb coastline and all that it offers, our world-famous parks and reserves,
our wildlife and magnificent scenery, our amazing heritage and history, our
cultural diversity, and of course all the adventure activities that will get your
adrenaline pumping.
In this edition, our intrepid explorers, Cheryl and Zee, help you discover the
fabulous West Coast in a road trip second to none. In our regular Hidden
Gems section, we take our readers to some truly amazing places all the way
from the Wild Coast in the east to the West Coast. Next, we travel all the way
east across our amazing country to eThekwini (Durban) where we explore
some stunning delights this lovely coastal city has to offer. And just in case
you are looking for that truly delightful getaway at the end of summer or
during the Easter holidays, we recommend 6 top guesthouses where you can
isolate yourself far from the maddening crowd.
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Finally, if you are looking for something further afield but still in Africa, why
not try Egypt. We feature this exotic, ancient country alongside the Nile –
that was home to the oldest kingdom in the world - as our African feature in
this edition. Go and discover this exotic land where beautiful Cleopatra and
her handsome Roman warrior, Mark Antony, had their epic but tragic love
affair.
As you can see, once again we bring our readers plenty of exciting travel
stuff to read. We trust you will enjoy this edition and already look forward to
bringing you the next one.
Stay safe and have fun!
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Franschhoek Motor Museum
celebrates the harnessing of original horsepower into over 100 years of motoring history

Visit us at the L’Ormarins Wine Estate in Franschhoek

R80 adults | R60 pensioners | R60 motor club members | R40 children (3-12yrs)
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Visit our website for convenient online booking
+27 (0) 21 874 9002 | fmm@fmm.co.za | www.fmm.co.za | Follow us:

f

AFRICA TRAVEL WEEK IS BACK

Get ready to bump elbows at Africa’s most

anticipated travel trade show as registrations
open.
The trade show will once again bring together
pan-African & international exhibitors as well as
buyers from across the globe at headline
shows, World Travel Market Africa (WTM Africa)
and International Luxury Travel Market Africa
(ILTM Africa) taking place from 11 to 13 April in
the Host City of Cape Town.
For those buyers who may be unable to travel
to Cape Town, Africa Travel Week has created a
digital event that will run from 4 to 5 April.
Both one-on-one meetings as well as virtual
speed networking sessions will be available on
the same platform that was successfully used
for ATW Virtual 2021. The virtual event is
exclusive to exhibitors and buyers only.
Different buyers will attend the live event and
the virtual event meaning that exhibitors will
receive marked value as the buyers that they
will meet online will be different to those that
will be attending the physical event thereby
offering a diverse and enhanced pool of buyers.
The highly-anticipated live event in the host
city of Cape Town will include all the highlights
delegates have come to expect in previous
events, including a robust speaker programme
and associated events like International
Business Market Africa, EQUAL Africa,
Travel Forward, Sports and Events Tourism

Exchange (SETE) and the Africa Tourism
Investment Summit (ATIS). Attendees can look
forward to attending conference sessions with
speakers from around the globe, face-to-face
networking, the African Responsible Tourism
Awards, press conferences and more!
“Now that skies are reopening and ﬂights to
Africa are resuming, Africa Travel Week is ready
to welcome travel trade partners to our hybrid
event while adhering to all the necessary safety
and health requirements that come with
running an event during a pandemic. At Africa
Travel Week, we are all about connecting
people, and so the health and safety of our
visitors, exhibitors and staff is of the utmost
priority,” says Megan Oberholzer, Portfolio
Director: Travel, Tourism and Creative
Industries at RX Africa.
Africa Travel Week will at all times adhere to all
government guidelines and restriction for
entry to the venue to ensure the safety of
delegates at all times and information on
safety measures will be communicated on a
regular basis.
“We are excited to once again bump elbows
and connect in person with travel buyers,
exhibitors, press and travel trade visitors. We
look forward to working together to reignite
inbound and outbound travel on the
continent,” concludes Oberholzer.

#winningatlife

civic unrest. This new bounce-back scheme incorporates
the lessons from the previous loan guarantee scheme.
It will involve development finance institutions and nonbank SME providers in offering finance, expand the types
of financing available and adjust eligibility criteria to
encourage greater uptake.

TravelBites

South Africa
Ramaphosa’s SONA has good news
for tourism
Cape Town – Delivering his state of the nation
address (SONA) in Cape Town on 10 February,
President Cyril Ramaphosa had some good news for
the local tourism industry as it struggles to emerge
from the ravages of Covid-19 and the lockdowns. He
touched on a new visa system and measures to make
doing business easier for small businesses…which of
course affects many tourism businesses. Here are
extracts of what he said:
“We are therefore streamlining and modernising the
visa application process to make it easier to travel
to South Africa for tourism, business and work. As
we committed last year, the eVisa system has now
been launched in 14 countries, including China, India,
Kenya and Nigeria removing impediments.
“This year, we are undertaking far-reaching measures
to unleash the potential of small businesses, micro
businesses and informal businesses. These are the
businesses that create the most jobs and provide the
most opportunities for poor people to earn a living.
We have started discussions with social partners as
part of the social compact process to review labour
market regulations for smaller businesses to enable
them to hire more people, while continuing to protect
workers’ rights. A new, redesigned loan guarantee
scheme is being introduced to enable small
businesses to bounce back from the pandemic and
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“We are reviewing the Business Act, 1991 (Act 71 of
1991) – alongside a broader review of legislation that
affects small, medium and small-enterprises (SMMEs) –
to reduce the regulatory burden on informal businesses.
There are too many regulations in this country that are
unduly complicated, costly and difficult to comply with.
This prevents companies from growing and creating
jobs. We are, therefore, working to improve the business
environment for companies of all sizes through a dedicated
capacity in The Presidency to reduce red tape. If we are to
make progress in cutting unnecessary bureaucratic delays
for businesses, we need dedicated capacity with the means
to make changes.”
Source: The Presidency, SA Government

Africa Travel Week Is Back
Cape Town - Registrations for Africa Travel Week 2022,
which is scheduled to go ahead from 11 to 13 April in the
Host City of Cape Town, recently opened. The registration
portal for buyers opened on 18 January and exhibitors,
Trade visitors and media delegates all opened in February.
The trade show will once again bring together pan-African
and international exhibitors as well as buyers from across
the globe at headline shows, World Travel Market Africa
(WTM Africa) and International Luxury Travel Market Africa
(ILTM Africa).
For those buyers who may be unable to travel to Cape
Town, Africa Travel Week has created a digital event that
will run from 4 to 5 April. Both one-on-one meetings as well
as virtual speed networking sessions will be available on
the same platform that was successfully used for ATW
Virtual 2021. The virtual event is exclusive to exhibitors
and buyers only. Different buyers will attend the live event
and the virtual event meaning that exhibitors will receive
marked value as the buyers that they will meet online will be
different to those that will be attending the physical event
thereby offering a diverse and enhanced pool of buyers.
The highly anticipated live event in the host city of Cape
Town will include all the highlights delegates have come
to expect in previous events, including a robust speaker
programme and associated events like International
Business Market Africa, EQUAL Africa, Travel Forward,
Sports and Events Tourism Exchange (SETE) and the Africa
Tourism Investment Summit (ATIS). Attendees can look
forward to attending conference sessions with speakers
from around the globe, face-to-face networking, the African
Responsible Tourism Awards, press conferences and more!

News & Information

United unveils direct New York-Cape Town
flights three times a week

Source: Africa.com

Tourism Minister Lindiwe Sisulu delivers
update on the sector’s recovery plan
Cape Town - Tourism Minister Lindiwe Sisulu has hosted a
stakeholders’ engagement meeting with key players and industry
leaders in the Western Cape tourism sector in Khayelitsha, where
she provided an update on the implementation of the country’s
Tourism Sector Recovery Plan. The tourism plan, approved and
launched in April last year, was implemented under three pillars. In
her report, Sisulu said the Protect and Rejuvenate supply pillar saw
development and maintenance of state-owned and communitybased tourism assets – such as the Tourism Business Council
of South Africa (TBCSA) – which continuously monitored the
implementation of Covid-19 protocols in the tourism sector and
the hospitality industry. TBCSA CEO Tshifhiwa Tshivhengwa said
although domestic travel was on a positive trajectory, international
arrivals would go a long way in boosting the industry, and they
would continue to work with the government to ensure a world-class
visitor experience in the industry. The Re-ignite Demand pillar saw
various domestic, deal-driven marketing campaigns implemented
through South African Tourism, and Phase 1 of the regional brand
campaign had been implemented. Sisulu said the Strengthening
Enabling Capacity pillar of the plan, which aimed to increase the
resilience of SMMEs during the pandemic and beyond, ensured
that support for eight incubators continued and 18 Green Tourism
Incentive fund applications were approved to promote sustainable
tourism through the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. The
minister’s report showed there were severe challenges for the
tourism sector that were regressing efforts towards effective
marketing of the country as a top tourist destination with strict
health and safety protocols. These factors included inability to
attain population immunity, stop and start cycles instigated by
lockdown regulations and alert level adjustments, tourist safety
and security concerns and Red Listing of the country by major
source markets.
Source: Kristin Engel, Cape Argus, IOL

Cape Town - United Airlines will introduce three non-stop
flights a week between New York and Cape Town, and they
will operate year-round, the US airline said recently. The
new schedule between Newark Liberty International Airport
in New Jersey and Cape Town will start on June 5 and will
use a Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner aircraft. “By offering flights
to Cape Town year-round, we’re making it even easier for our
customers to visit one of the world’s best destinations,” said
Patrick Quayle, United’s senior vice-president of international
network planning and alliances. “United’s direct flights from
New York/Newark cut the usual travel time to Cape Town by
more than five hours, giving visitors extra time to enjoy the
beauty and majesty of South Africa.” United first launched
flights to Cape Town in December 2019, and the airline said
it quickly became one of the airline’s marquee international
routes. Direct flights to Johannesburg were added in June
2021. “This announcement provides much-needed relief to
the tourism and hospitality sector in the Western Cape and
will support economic recovery in the province,” said Wrenelle
Stander, CEO of the trade and tourism promotion agency
Wesgro. “We welcome the news of this expansion and thank
United Airlines for their commitment to serving this worldclass tourism destination.”
Source: TimesLIVE

International
Island destinations remain a favourite for
South African travellers
Johannesburg - Island destinations remain top of mind for
travellers who want to get back into the swing of things as
the world comes to terms with Covid-19. While the past two
years have seen the global tourism industry take a knock
across the board, South Africans have been keen to get back
out into the world and island destinations remain top of mind.
Global travel search site Cheapflights recently categorised
the top destinations for South African travellers by four
categories: Top Overall Trending, Solo Trips, Under-the-Radar
and Wallet-Friendly, with island destinations like Zanzibar
and the Maldives remaining trendy holiday spots. According
to Cheapflights, who analysed travel searches to identify the
biggest destination trends in South African tourism for 2022,
South African travellers are also spoilt for choice when it
comes to budget-friendly destinations.
MZANZITRAVEL| www.mzanzitravel.co.za|ISSUE 24 |
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NEWS & INFORMATION

• Top Trending Destinations of 2022
The Top Trending Destinations are those that saw the largest
rise in searches when compared to pre-pandemic 2019. Island
destinations such as Zanzibar in Tanzania and Malé in the Maldives
dominate the list followed by Maputo in Mozambique, Cairo in Egypt
and Los Angeles in the United States.
• Top destinations for people travelling alone
Another trend that Cheapflights has picked up on was the rise in
solo travel and not just for business purposes.
According to the data, when those looking to travel alone aren’t
heading to island destinations, they are looking for beach-friendly
destinations or noisy and vibrant cities. Locations such as Zanzibar
and London, United Kingdom fulfil this need.

vaccinated, state news agency WAM announced. The countries
include Kenya, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Nigeria, the Republic of Congo,
South Africa, Botswana, Eswatini, Lesotho, Mozambique, Namibia,
and Zimbabwe. Fully vaccinated citizens who had booster doses will
be allowed to travel starting from February 6. The move also allows
medically exempted unvaccinated persons and “humanitarian
cases” to travel, according to WAM.
Source: Reuters / WAM

• Top under-the-radar destinations
“From the top 200 most-searched destinations, the density of hotels
versus searches was analysed to identify the places that may not
be the first that comes to mind when planning a trip but should
certainly not be missed,” said the search engine before listing
Shanghai, China and New Delhi, India as the top under-the-radar
destinations. Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam also makes a surprise
appearance.
• Top wallet-friendly destinations
Due to the fact that the platform allows users to compare flight,
hotel and rental car prices, they also have data regarding which
travel destinations won’t break the bank. This includes popular cities
such as Bangkok, Thailand (for those who love island destinations)
and more off-the-beaten path, yet still trendy locations, such as
Istanbul, Turkey.
Source: Kaunda Selisho, The Citizen

UAE lifts travel ban to SA and 11 other African
countries for vaccinated citizens
Abu Dhabi - The United Arab Emirates announced that it will lift
a travel ban to 12 African countries for citizens who are fully
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Kavango-Zambezi tourism in need of reboot
Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe – Tourism and hospitality operators in
the Kavango-Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area (KAZATFCA) have been urged to effectively market local initiatives. This
would reboot the sector in the wake of COVID-19. The call comes
as Zimbabwe’s tourism arrivals reportedly fell by 40 percent in 2021
due to the global pandemic. Barbara Rwodzi, Environment, Climate,
Tourism and Hospitality Industry deputy minister, said there was
more than a proportionate decline in revenue as well. She was
speaking at the inaugural Africa Eden Tourism Association Congress
and Travel Show welcome event in Victoria Falls. Rwodzi called
for intensification of efforts towards adoption of a KAZA Univisa.
She challenged private players in the bloc to thrive for seamless
travel. For Zimbabwe, preliminary results indicate a total of 375 799
tourists were received in 2021, compared to 630 369 tourist arrivals
received in 2020. Rwodzi said the region is showing confidence
on destination Zimbabwe as shown by hosting the ten-day event.
Africa’s Eden Tourism Association was established in 2020 as
a first multi-country regional destination marketing campaign
entirely driven by the private sector in the region, to promote the
KAZA destination and wildlife areas. The aim of the association is
to establish a globally recognised brand for the destination, create
and implement a destination marketing campaign and strong travel
and tourism linkages locally, regionally and globally. It seeks to be
a marketing voice for the destination so as to create recognition for
Victoria Falls as a tourism hub and gateway to the greater KAZA
region.
Source: Daniel Jones, CAJ News

Unleash the hidden jewels of Frances Baard District
Renowned as the home of the Diamond Fields, nestled in the north – eastern corner of the Northern Cape Province,
a place of wide –open spaces, where golden savannahs stretches, a place of arid natural beauty, where resilient
green cactuses and tenacious thorn trees fill the landscape. Five gushing rivers divide this landscape; the Vaal,
Orange, Modder; Harts and Riet which gives life to the region and its inhabitants.

Adventure

Fly-fishing: The diamond fields is widely known as a premier fly-fishing
destination for yellow fish, the renowned Vaal and Riet rivers runs
through the region and hold vast populations of yellowfish which
provides the perfect setting to attract any discerning fly-fisherman.
Cycling: The extensive network of gravel roads and veld paths in
the diamond fields provide an ideal opportunity for mountain bike
enthusiasts to not only get a great workout, but to get closer to nature
at the same time. The region has become a regular and popular host
for mountain bike events.

History

Anglo-Boer War Route: The diamond fields were at the centre-stage
for many great battles fought during the Anglo-Boer War. Explore this
incredible historic landscape by following the Battlefields Route along
the N12.
Canteen Kopje: Overlooking Barkly West is a small, unassuming kopje
(hill) covered in thorn trees and cactus. This is the site where the first
alluvial diamond diggings in South Africa took place in 1869, sparking
the diamond rush that came to define this region.

Culture and Heritage

Wildebeest Kuil Rock Art Centre: View more than 400 well
preserved San engravings on a sacred hill. The land is owned

by the !Xun and Khwe San, who gather annually at the cultural
villages in Platfontein to celebrate their ancient traditions. Visitors
to the centre are ventured on a guided walking tour to the sacred
hill to view the ancient etchings, which include animals, celestial
designs and mystical human figures.
Galeshewe: A vibrant township on the outskirts of Kimberley, known
for its friendly atmosphere and bustling street life. Galeshewe is one of
the oldest townships in the country and offer visitors a walking route
to various important sites that mark the township’s history, including
Mayibuye Memorial, built in memory of the people who died during
the 1952 uprising, and Robert Sobukwe’s law office.

Eco-Tourism

Game-viewing: The diamond-fields region is renowned for our
luxurious game-reserves which offer visitors a world-class experience
with spectacular views and guaranteed sightings of the African sunset.
Visitors get to experience unique and exciting insights into the world
of animal activity and discover a wide variety of fauna species.
Birding: The diamond fields offer a number of popular locations
for bird viewing such as Kamfers dam, Spitskop dam, Ganspanpan etc. Bird enthusiasts are able to view a wide variety of bird
species throughout the year making this region
an unquenchable birders paradise.

Frances Baard District Municipality
Tel: 053 838 0911 • Fax: 053 861 1538 • E-mail: joh-ne.poole@fbdm.co.za

www.visitdiamondfields.co.za

of the

8 best

reasons to holiday
in South Africa

Staff Reporter
South Africa used to be advertised as and international tourist destination
with the slogan ‘experience the world in one country’. That saying remains
indisputably true and applicable. In almost any other country you could travel
the length and breadth of that country and the scenery, the climate and the
offerings and attractions will not change much from one side to the other.
However, in South Africa you can travel from a unique mountain desert in
the west to the Bushveld in the north teeming with wildlife, to the beautiful
coast, mountains and vineyards of the Western Cape with its Mediterranean
climate, to the great forests of the Garden Route, through the wetlands and
subtropics of the northeastern parts of the country, across the arid Great
Karoo, and plenty more in-between.
Not only will the scenery, the landscape, the vegetation, and the climate
undergo dramatic shifts and changes between these regions but so too the
diversity and abundance of places of interest, things to do and experiences
to enjoy. And the languages, the people and the cultural expressions will also
change as you go along in this multi-cultural, multi-racial and multi-ethnic
land with its diversity of histories and heritage. All of these are not easily
emulated anywhere else.
South Africa truly is a unique and varied tourism experience whether you are
a local exploring your own beautiful country or whether you are visiting from
abroad. In line with this we have compiled a list of eight of the best reasons
why you should holiday in South Africa.
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1.Sports Galore
With its magnificent sunshine weather and its great
outdoors South Africans naturally are sports mad.
Every kind of sport under the sun is practiced here and
in many of these South African teams or athletes are
internationally at the very top of their game. The country
therefore boasts top class facilities in multiple sporting
codes and attracts visitors from around the globe. The
latter includes anything from the so called ‘balmy army’
of British cricketing fans who have come to support
their team against South Africa’s Proteas or a tour
group of Japanese golfing fanatics coming to sample
the country’s many world class golf courses designed
by the likes of Gary Player, Jack Nicklaus, or Ernie Els,
among others. And each year foreign and local tourists
alike will travel to KwaZulu-Natal to compete in the
world-famous Comrades Marathon or to Cape Town
to participate in the Two Oceans marathon or in one
of the great cycle races that take place here annually.
For horse racing enthusiasts there are classics like the
Durban July or the Sun Met also known as the Cape
Metropolitan. There is of course plenty, plenty more for
people who like their sports to come and do or watch it
in South Africa.

HEADER

8 OF THE BEST

2. Medical, Health & Beauty
South Africa has by far the best facilities, professionals and practitioners
on the entire African continent when it comes to medical needs, health
and beauty. With its top medical scientists and doctors and world class
clinics and hospitals people from all over the world travel here for their
medical requirements. In addition, the country has an abundance of topclass health spas and beauty and wellness treatment centers. These
are great attractions for international and local tourists alike. With the
outstanding medical care available in South Africa at highly affordable
prices compared to many other countries, coupled to the multiple other
tourist attractions available here, it is little wonder that South Africa has
become a popular health, medical and wellness tourism destination.

3.Stunning Coastline,
Beaches and Marine
Activities
With its almost 3,000 kilometers of stunning and dramatic coastline,
South Africa’s beaches waves, reefs and oceans alone are reason
enough for enjoying an unforgettable holiday in this incredible country.
Catch a tan on Clifton 4th Beach in Cape Town while watching the
crowd of young trendsetters at play. Or go scuba diving and explore
the exquisite reefs and shipwrecks off Sodwana Bay. At Cape Town’s
Table View and Blouberg beaches you can watch a multitude of colorful
kites on the water as kite surfers from all over the world make use of
summer’s southeaster winds. Or catch the world-famous surf at Jeffreys
Bay and Cape Saint Francis. And anywhere along the coast between
Durban and Port Nolloth you can book your place on a powerful boat for
some exhilarating game fishing out on the open sea. Go whale watching
at Hermanus or dive in a cage with the sharks off Gansbaai. There are
any number of marine reserves, protected wilderness areas, national
parks, game reserves and great hiking trails plus many other attractions
and activities to be enjoyed along this stunning coastline.
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4.Wildlife, Parks and Reserves
With its spectacular variety and abundance of African wildlife of every kind, including the Big
5, South Africa is a true wildlife lovers’ paradise. With well over 40 parks and reserves, both
private and state owned, you are spoilt for choice, whether you are looking for that great allincluded luxury safari experience, want to go on a one-day game drive only, or want to do the
more adventurous on-foot safari among plenty of other options. There are hiking trails, kayak
safaris, horseback adventures and much more to choose from. Among the 20 national parks
operated by South African National Parks (SANParks) are two of the world’s greatest and bestknown parks – the Kruger National Park and the Kgalagadi Transfrontier National Park. To these
two can be added more great parks such as the Richtersveld National Park along the Orange River
border with Namibia and the iSimangaliso Wetlands National Park in the northeast just south of
Mozambique. Other fantastic parks include the Table Mountain National Park, the Karoo National
Park, the Garden Route National Park and the Namaqua National Park, to name just a few.

5.Hiking & Other
Trails
With over 2,000 hiking trails spread around the
country that offer close-up access to South
Africa’s stunning natural beauty, this is another
compelling reason to plan your next holiday
here in South Africa. A trail for every taste
and level of ease or difficulty can be found in
national parks, reserves, wilderness areas,
along the coast, across mountains, beside
rives, in remote areas, or in and around cities.
You name it – there’s a trail to be found. These
range from short hikes of a few hours to ones
that take place over several days and require
overnighting in trail facilities that are usually
clean and comfortable yet basic. Some of the
better known trails include the world famous
5-day, 42km Otter Trail that hugs South Africa’s
dramatic southern Garden Route coastline;
the very challenging 6-day, 100km Amatola

Hiking Trail in the Eastern Cape; a variety of
Wild Coast hiking trails, also in the Eastern
Cape, covering this truly wild, unspoilt and very
unique coastal stretch together with it’s equally
unspoilt and unique local cultural offerings;
another magnificent hiking trail set in the far
northern mountains of Magoebaskloof in
Limpopo province; the St. Lucia wilderness
trail set around the stunning iSimangaliso
Wetlands National Park along the far northeastern coast where giant marine mammals,
an abundance of four-footed wildlife, lakes,
lagoons, beaches, sand dunes, forests and
more combine to provide an absolutely
unforgettable experience; and lastly but not
least the Golden Gate National Park hiking
trails in the eastern highlands of the Free State
province close to Lesotho. These are but a few
– there are many, many more. To these hiking
trails one can add a great variety of 4x4 offroad
trails, mountain biking trails, game viewing
trails, or horse trails, among others.

6.Great Cultural
Diversity
If it is cultural diversity and experiences that you are
after, South Africa with its more than 60 million people
is just the country for you. The country has 11 official
languages while a number more are also spoken,
including at least a further 35 indigenous languages.
The majority of its inhabitants (80%) are black Africans
who hail from the Bantu group, and these are divided

8 OF THE BEST
into nine major ethnic tribal groups, namely the

of immigrants such as Portuguese, Jews and

various Christian denominations to Jews,

Zulu, Xhosa, Bapedi (North Sotho), Tswana,

Lebanese among others; Asians that include

Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and others. This

South Ndebele, Basotho (South Sotho), Venda,

Indians, Pakistanis, and Chinese among

eclectic mix of people who populate South

Tsonga and Swazi groups. Apart from these

others; and ‘coloureds’ (mixed race people)

Africa has blessed the country with a rich,

black African ethnic groups, there are three

who are descended from the original Khoisan

varied and very fascinating cultural diversity

other multi-ethnic racial groups who add to

inhabitants of southern Africa, European

just waiting to be explored and enjoyed in local

the cultural mix with practises and influences

settlers, and black Africans. Further enriching

communities, focused cultural villages and

from all over the world. These include whites

the cultural diversity of South Africa is the fact

routes, museums and heritage sites, cuisine

who originally originated from Dutch, German,

that a large number of religions are practised

offered in a variety of eateries, and in arts and

French and English settlers plus later waves

here freely and side by side, which range from

crafts markets and festivals among others.

developments. Tourists can revisit the past in meticulously preserved
heritage sites, battlefields, heritage routes, monuments, museums, and
more. For instance, at the world-famous Cradle of Humankind complex in
Northwest province you can travel back to the very origins of humankind.
On the battlefields of KwaZulu-Natal, you can revisit the heroic battles
between Zulus and Boers (Afrikaners), and between Zulus and the British
imperial armies. Spread throughout the interior of South Africa you will find
battle sites, graveyards, monuments, and the remnants of concentration
camps dating back to the Anglo Boer War. In Cape Town you can visit the
museum that records the sad history of District 6 and racial groups’ forced
removals under apartheid. In Johannesburg you can visit the Apartheid

7.Amazing Heritage & History

Needless to say, given its unique cultural diversity and other factors,
South Africa has an amazing history going back hundreds of thousands
of years. It starts in ancient times with the country’s original Khoisan
inhabitants about whom we have come to learn much more in recent
years as one archaeological site after the other is being excavated. Then
followed waves of immigration from central and east Africa, Europe, and
Asia. The confluence of these human movements, cultures, influences
and interests brought with it a variety of conflicts and other historical

Museum or a museum complex that reconstructs the fascinating gold rush
era. In Pretoria you can visit the Voortrekker Monument, a complex that
tells the fascinating story of the Voortrekkers or Afrikaner pioneers who
packed their waggons in the 1830s and trekked into the interior in search
of freedom from British colonial rule. On the northern outskirts of Durban,
you could follow a heritage route that shows you where and how Mahatma
Gandhi once lived and also takes you to Inanda where John Dube, founding
president of the African National Congress which today governs South
Africa, left deep footprints. These include the Ohlange High School, the site
where Nelson Mandela cast his vote in South Africa’s first fully democratic
elections in 1994.

8.Adventure & Adrenalin
Finally, adrenaline junkies and all kinds of adventurers are spoilt for choice
in South Africa. Adventure activities range from crossing mountains or
game viewing from above in hot air balloons, to climbing mountains and
rock faces, diving with sharks, exploring underwater wrecks, parachuting
and paragliding, mountain biking, hiking challenging routes out in the
wilderness, tree top canopy exploration and zip line flights across stunning
scenery, testing your skills on challenging 4x4 offroad routes, white water
and black water rafting, tracking Big 5 animals on foot with an armed ranger,
kayaking on rivers, lakes and the oceans, and much more.
There truly is something to do and enjoy for everyone and every taste in this
fascinating world in one country.
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Our regular feature in which we explore some of South Africa’s
many fascinating, unique, and off-the-beaten-track destinations
and experiences you may not have known even existed...
By Staff Writers

Did you know that
when volcanic
material buries
trees, the trees
are petrified and
literally turned
to stone?
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lies below their feet; therefore, a tour guide
is essential to appreciate the history and
sights from the Cretaceous period and
volcanic remains.
Tour guide, Lonwabo Dlamini, is very
knowledgeable and he shows tour groups
the petrified trees, fossilised rocks, shells,
animal and dinosaur fragments with great
excitement.
Kick off your shoes for the 2km tour and
walk along the rocks and discover the tree
and log formations, as well as beautiful
examples of tightly coiled ammonites,
echinoids (sea urchins) and bivalve shells,
with the magnificent Indian Ocean on one
side and a 10-metre cliff on the other.

Explore the
mysteries of a
petrified forest
at the Wild
Coast Sun
Wild Coast Sun, Sun International’s only
beachfront resort, has been a family
holiday destination for over 40 years, with
an abundance of activities to choose from.
Situated near Port Edward, the area is
known for its breathtakingly beautiful and
unspoilt beaches.
The four-star resort is perfectly situated
next to a petrified forest and offers guided
tours to those wishing to embrace the
beauty of the coastline.
When you think petrified forest, you may
expect to see a forest in the traditional
sense, but you would be wrong. The forest
does not stand tall next to you but rather
underneath – as you walk, you will see
80-million-year-old fossilised trees and
deposits on the rocks.

An oblivious person walking along the
beach will be completely unaware of what

The cliff also consists of fossil material, and
you follow it along the coast until you get
to a series of caves, known as the “White
Man’s Caves” – named after shipwrecked
Portuguese sailors who sheltered in them
during the 1800s.
The pandemic and lockdown restrictions
have negatively impacted the livelihoods of
these tour guides, who rely on tourists as
their only source of income. Support them
while ticking something local off your todo list.

TOUR & CONTACT DETAILS:
For petrified forest guided tours,
at R90 per person, contact:
Bheki Nzimande on
(063) 338 8766.
Tours are aligned to low tide, so
times vary.

For hiking enthusiasts, contact:
Lonwabo Dlamini on
(078) 631 2730 for inland guided
tours.
Hikes from one day to eight enquire about the five-day hike
through the wilderness that
includes four nights in homestay
villages and experience the
hospitality of the locals.

The ‘other side’
of Oudtshoorn…
Volmoed & De Rust
Most people know when they hear the name Oudtshoorn
that this is the name of South Africa’s ostrich capital
situated in the Little Karoo in the Southern Cape.
However, you may have noticed, when entering or
exiting Oudtshoorn to the west or east, two other quaint
little villages filled with the promise of history and local
delights. To the west is Volmoed; to the east De Rust. Two
villages where very little has changed in over a century,
but both welcoming visitors with open arms, eager to
share their delightful treasures.

Church. A number of these old homes have now been turned
into delightful B&Bs where visitors can overnight or spend
as long as they wish to stay.
While travelling from Oudtshoorn to De Rust you will have
been surrounded by ostrich farms all the way and may have
noticed one or two of the old palatial Victorian homes of the
ostrich barons from a bygone era. To the north you will have
seen the majestic Swartberg Mountains range, while to the
south lies the Outeniqua Mountains. De Rust lies just before
the start of one of its major attractions - a narrow opening
through the Swartberg mountains that provides a route to
Beaufort West, the Great Karoo and the north of the country.

On leaving Oudtshoorn for De Rust, you will pass the
village of Dysseldorp, also well worth a visit. Dysseldorp
lies in the Garden Route District Municipality some 20
kilometres east of Oudtshoorn. It owes its existence to
the establishment of the London mission station here in
1838 and which can still be found here.

That opening is known as Meiringspoort, and consists of
an awesome, narrow gorge flanked by soaring cliffs that
almost cause the sky above to disappear at times. It runs
alongside the Groot River which, contrary to what its name
suggests (meaning “big river”), is little more than a gentle
stream. But don’t be fooled by that: it has flooded the poort
on numerous occasions, and in the late 1990s a spectacular
flood forced it to be closed and the road to be rebuilt at
huge cost.

Continue a short distance further east along the N12
and you will soon come to De Rust, the name meaning
place of rest. You will recognise the village immediately
by the well-maintained Victorian homes lining the street
on either side as well as the beautiful old Dutch Reformed

For 25km the road follows the contours of the gorge and
river, ducking underneath overhanging cliffs and crossing
the river 25 times, with beautiful picnic spots, swimming
pools and magnificent waterfalls, dotted all along the
way. At the far end of Meiringspoort the road emerges
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at Klaarstroom, 55km east of Prince Albert. Before
pioneering feats of engineering produced the Southern
Cape’s spectacular mountain passes after the mid-1800s,
Meiringspoort offered one of the few places that allowed
travellers to cross the forbidding Swartberg Mountains
from the Little Karoo to the interior going north.
De Rust is a hub for local arts and crafts, cheese and
dessert wines, and you will be pleasantly entertained in
some of the local stores and eateries. You can visit nearby
ostrich farms, go on hikes or take to some mountain bike
trails. There are many guided tours on offer here and plenty
to do both here and in the surrounding areas.
Now double back driving through Oudtshoorn towards the
west on the famous Route 62. Turn left after some 7 ½ km
onto what is Church Street, although at this point you will
still be surrounded by open veld and farms. Drive south
along this road, crossing the Olifants River until you reach
the magnificent La Plume Boutique Guest House & Spa.
From this point on you are entering the village of Volmoed,
although it is more a loose and scattered collection of
homes, a post office, a shop, B&Bs, and a beautiful old
church, interspersed and surrounded by farms, than a
formally laid-out village. The name of the village means
“filled with hope”. It used to be called Armoed, or “poor
hope”, but the villagers and farmers of the area many years
ago decided they did not want such a negative name and
changed it.
During the Anglo Boer War of 1899 – 1902, British imperial
forces on their way to the front in the Boer republics of
the north, often used to encamp in the area. The village
originally took shape around the beautiful old sandstone
Dutch Reformed Church that was built here to serve the
farmers of the area. Visitors can enjoy the offerings of
nearby ostrich farms, hiking trails and 4WD trails among
other things. The veld is filled with interesting fauna and
flora, and if it is fresh Karoo air, peace and quiet you are
after, this is just the place to be. There are a number of
superb accommodation options available in the area.

Contact: De Rust Tourism Bureau
Tel +27 (0)44 241 2109 or Tel +27 (0) 44 279
2532 oremail enquiries@oudtshoorn.com; or
for Volmoed contact Oudtshoorn Tourism at
Tel +27 (0) 44 279 2532 or email enquiries@
oudtshoorn.com.

Tietiesbaai… the
West Coast’s Bay
of Breasts
At first glance it may look like just another
typical gorgeous little West Coast bay with
boulders, kelp and a white-sand beach in the
middle of nowhere. But Tietiesbaai is much
more than that. It is an institution, especially
with farmers from the region who have camped
here during their holidays for generations, and
more recently with city folk who have come to
discover its tranquil charm. Although during
high season it transforms into a bustling little
city of tents, caravans, and holidaymakers.
Its name, literally translating as bay of breasts,
or breast’s/titty’s bay, has become a source of
cheeky amusement over the years. Stand on
the rocks by the water and look inland, and you
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will see a hill to the left rising behind the bay that, with a
nipple-like rocky outcrop on top, may conjure up an image of
a woman’s breast. Other than, some nude bathers over the
years may have contributed to the legend. It’s not quite clear.
Tietiesbaai is the westernmost beach along the West Coast
and is a popular camping spot. It is located within the
Cape Columbine Nature Reserve near the Cape Columbine
lighthouse. The Cape Columbine peninsula with its nature
reserve of the same name offers not only a delightful
wildflower-watching experience, but also a spectacular
coastal setting, the last manned lighthouse in South
Africa and the quaint nearby West Coast fishing village of
Paternoster. Stay overnight in Paternoster with its thatchroofed fisherman’s cottages, famous local hotel and colourful
fishing boats lining the beach.
Being close enough to Cape Town and other large towns for
a weekend getaway, it is very popular with families or groups
of friends looking for a getaway enjoying water sports or
sunset braais. It is an excellent location for swimming,
kayaking, snorkelling, scuba diving, angling or kitesurfing,
and for enjoying those delicious West Coast lobsters cooked
on an open fire.

Contact: Tel 27 (0) 22 752 2323 or email
paternoster@sbto.co.za or go to http://
capewestcoastpeninsula.co.za/paternoster.

Hotel Deutsches Haus
The 3-star Hotel Deutsches Haus is located

delicious cocktails are available daily and can

within the town centre of Swakopmund. Hotel

be enjoyed indoors or outdoors on the roof top

Deutsches Haus offers a charming ambience

terrace, which is perfectly suited for those warm

and prides itself on excellent service, a full in-

African summer days. The cosy bar area will ca-

house laundry service, conference facilities, free

ter to the casual drink or for the occasional get

internet, spacious comfortable rooms and the

away after a long day out.

well renowned in-house Restaurant and Bar.

Property Facilities

The refurbished rooms comprising of single,

Activity Desk | Bar | Conference Centre |

double and spacious family rooms are all en-

Disability Services | Gym (nearby) |

suite and come equipped with satellite televi-

Internet Access (Complimentary) |

sion, direct dialling telephone, room safe and

Laundry Service (Available) | Library |

heater, as well as a tea/coffee station and mini

Malaria Free | Meal on Request |

bar.

Mobile Connectivity | Restaurant
Secure Parking | Spa

The Restaurant opens daily at 7 AM for Breakfast.
Lunch and dinner specials as well as a range of
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Hotel Deutsches Haus
Restaurant and Bar | Sat-TV | High speed Internet

THE HOTEL

RESTAURANT AND BAR

The 3 star hotel, is located within the city centre of the beautiful town of Swakopmund.
It offers a charming ambience and prides itself on excellent service. If you are looking
for a hotel that exudes excellence in everything ranging from our full in-house laundry
service, conference facilities, free high speed internet, spacious comfortable rooms
and our well renowned in house Restaurant and Bar, Hotel Deutsches Haus is
what you are looking for. Our recently refurbished rooms now cater up to 70 beds,
comprising of single, double, spacious family rooms and our popular luxury suites,
all to suite your every need and will ensure that your stay is comfortable.

Our Restaurant and Bar provides only the highest quality
to tantalize your culinary taste buds. Our kitchen opens
daily at 6am for Breakfast. Lunch and Dinner specials as
well as a range of delicious cocktails are available daily
and can be enjoyed indoors or outdoors on our roof top
terrace, which is perfectly suited for those warm African
summer days. Our cosy bar area will cater to the casual
drink or for the occasional get away after a long day out.

13 Lüderitz Street, Swakopmund, Namibia
Tel: +264 (0)64 404 896 | E-mail: info@hotel.na | www.hotel.na

6 Retreats

Recommended by
us this Autumn

Farr Out Guesthouse,
Paternoster
Farr Out welcomes you, the individual traveller, who seeks peace, calmness and laidback, affordable
and unique accommodation surrounded by fynbos and wildlife. The guesthouse is close to Cape
Columbine Nature Reserve and the breathtaking beach is a short distance (a few minutes’ drive) away.
Get ready for an unforgettable experience amongst Mother Nature’s treasures: sense the fynbos’
unique fragrances; get a whiff of the ocean’s salty air; observe the small FIVE; wake up to the bird calls
in the morning; and keep an ear out for the owl at night; or simply catch a glimpse of the vanishing
point of the wild ocean.
Your soul will become one with you (again) whether you treat yourself to an evening in a unique woodfired hot tub to revitalise, get spoilt by an inhouse healing touch massage, and/or let the wind play with
your hair on a tailormade beach buggy fynbos safari or just chill in a corner with an open book.
Let your life essence unwind and slow down. You will be rewarded as your lifeforce will be recharged
and you will be ready for the outside world again.
Choose between two elegant and tastefully furnished guest rooms, upmarket self-catering holiday
apartment and/or exciting glamping adventure in the Wigwam Rising Moon to make your stay
comfortable and unforgettable.

Need something different and special? Here we go:
Luxurious Wigwam Rising Moon (tented tepee accommodation) located 40 m away from the
guesthouse surrounded by fynbos offers it all: twin peak tepee with ensuite bathroom (toilet, basin and
shower), comfortable octagonal bed fitted with electric blankets, thick duvet and warm water bottle,
tea/coffee facilities and even Wi-Fi make your stay unforgettable and a rather unique accommodation
experience.
Treat yourself to something very special: combine Wigwam Rising Moon accommodation with an
awesome evening in wood-fired hot tub and do some stargazing in a different way. Make use of the
various options from room only or including breakfast or self-catering.

Contact: Farr Out Guesthouse: email info@farrout.co.za; website www.farrout.co.za;
Address: 17 Seemeeu Crescent, Paternoster 7381; Tel 022 752 2222;
Marion 083 410 4090 or Deon 072 402 1829.
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Maison de Lamour,
Darling
Maison de Lamour is situated in the little town of Darling. It is a
very safe town, and you would feel comfortable walking around its
streets at any time. The accommodation includes modern spacious
rooms with a four-poster bed. Not forgetting the cozy cottage close
to the splash pool and picturesque garden area. It is a five minutes’
walk into town and to the Darling Sweet Shop. A perfect stayover for
the flower season.
At Maison de L’amour they specialize in intimate country style
weddings, birthdays, lunches, dinners - each one personalized to
create a uniquely magical day for the couple and their guests.
The venue, yet very small and intimate, is exclusively reserved for
the wedding party, ensuring that no effort is spared in coordinating
the day the couple will always remember.
There is onsite accommodation for up to 6 guests (double beds) in
3 double rooms en suite.
The Most Important House Rules
As a guest in their home, they insist beyond all else, that you
“recover your Zen, relax, sleep in, share a good meal, laugh, heal,
inspire, feel soul, fully desire & DO LIVE!”

Contact Maison de L’amour: website www.
maisondelamour.net; email nina@ninamonda.com;
Tel +27 22 492 3139 or 072 822 5518.
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Siviti Timbavati Plains,
Lowveld

With only six private suites, including the superb two-suite Timbavati
Villa, Siviti is limited to 12 guests, ensuring an intimate wilderness
experience. With elegant furnishings in the main lodge and private
suites, you will feel right at home from the moment you arrive!

Siviti, formerly known as Thornybush River Lodge, is derived from the
Xitsonga word Xiviti meaning intellectual.

They have recently added the 8-sleeper Timbavati Homestead to the
Siviti offering. Whilst having the luxury of being in the bush, the Timbavati
Homestead offers an exclusive family-style experience.

Siviti’s land is named Timbavati Plains because historically the Lowveld
area around the Timbavati River consisted of dense grass cover and
trees. Previous fencing limited the movement of elephants, resulting in
dense bush taking over the grass plains. With the removal of the fences
and opening of reserves, elephants can once again move freely returning
the area to its previous glory.
Set alongside the banks of the Timbavati river, you will enjoy private
views of curious and thirsty animals, specifically elephants, whether
overlooking the main deck rim-flow pool or from the shaded waters
of your private plunge pool. It is because of this that they decided to
make an ode and name their lodge and land after these beautiful and
intelligent creatures.
Siviti is wrapped in luxury amidst the untamed African bushveld. You
will experience unsurpassed game viewing opportunities blended
seamlessly with personalized service and prime amenities.

Contact Siviti Timbavati Plains: Website www.siviti.com; reservations
+27 (0) 78 888 3935; tel +27 (0)72 806 8489; email hello@siviti.com.

They offer

Ndedema Lodge,
Clanwilliam
Ndedema Lodge is a luxurious 4-star establishment offering
luxury bedrooms with air-conditioning. Each room is infused with
great personality and attention to detail. All rooms have spacious
bathrooms with a shower and a bath, with some are old ball and
claw baths.
Ndedema Lodge is situated in the scenic village of Clanwilliam,
only two hours’ drive from Cape Town. This quaint town, one of the
oldest in the country, nestles at the foot of the majestic Cedarberg
mountains. It is just far enough off the beaten track to feel timeless
yet close enough for an unhurried getaway from Cape Town or the
ideal stopover en route to Namibia and the Kalahari Gemsbok Park.
This stylish Victorian House situated at the end of historic Park
Street was named after the Khoi-San word “Ndedema “, the name
of the most superior antelope in their nature kingdom. They believe
that this holy animal represented physical and spiritual superiority,
the best in their world. With this name we honour the spirit of this
majestic animal and we shall strive to offer service and quality of
such excellence. Ndedema Lodge is a peaceful haven to come
back to after a day of exploring the Cedarberg mountains or other
attractions.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Understated elegance and attention to detail
Artistically decorated interior
Individually decorated bedrooms
Ndedema breakfast
Loads of atmosphere and style
Outstanding service and hospitality
Excellent prices
Superiority and Exclusivity

Ndedema Tours
Various day tours are available with an accredited tour operator with
a PDE driver’s licence. They offer the Mercedes-Benz Vito bus or for
small groups the Toyota Hilux. They have the following pre-planned
tours:
• Delicious seafood meals in open-air restaurant OR eat at Issabellas.
• Tea tasting, Hiking, Wine Tasting, Wuppertal.
• Rock art and beautiful drives through the Cederberg.
• Historical walk through Clanwilliam.
• Airport shuttles (Cape town – Clanwilliam).
• Flower tours in season (August to September).
• Let them show you the beauty of the Cederberg.

They can also organize other tours as per you
request, and quote accordingly.
Contact Ndedema Lodge: website https://www.
ndedemalodge.co.za/; email info@ndedemalodge.co.za;
Tel Renske Viljoen on +27 (0)82 559 6489.

ACCOMMODATION

Rosenhof, Clanwilliam
Rosenhof offers old Irish charm dating from 1847. Bailiu, the
Irish word for collection, aptly describes Rosenhof because of its
historical origins linked to the Irish settlers who came to settle
Rosenhof in Clanwilliam. Rosenhof offers travelers different types
of accommodation to choose from. The guesthouse is situated in
one of Clanwilliam’s historic streets offering a farm-style property
only 600 m from the town centre. These features make Rosenhof
unique, offering more choices to the versatile traveller.
Her proud new owners have one goal in mind; to promote her
in all her splendour as one of Clanwilliam’s most sought after
tourist accommodation destinations as part of the of the proud
tourist offering of Clanwilliam and her rugged surroundings, and
to furthermore promote and enrich Clanwilliam’s backyard, the
Cederberg as one of South Africa’s top destinations.
Rosenhof boasts a collection of eight units, with her main dwelling
dating from the 17th century, offering a more stylish setting. The
guesthouse pampers within her preserved historic walls with fully
equipped self-catering units suitable for every type of traveller.

Rosenhof’s new venture is a newly added guesthouse that offers old
Irish charm, built in 1847. A continental breakfast buffet is included
in your overnight stay. Other services include a laundry service, WiFi, printing, and fax services. Any prior requests to make your stay
more comfortable are welcome.
Their self-catering units are stylishly furnished for all your selfcatering needs. The Garden Cottage sleeps up to six guests and the
newly built cabins offer sleeping for up to sixteen guests. The Nut
Hut Tented cabin, named due to its location under giant Pecan nut
trees, offers coolness and shade with its own private sitting pool.
The setting is more private with an enclosed garden, suitable for
guests who want to bring along their dog-children, yes – they are
pet friendly!
Come and explore their rugged backyard with all its splendour or
book Rosenhof as a venue to celebrate a special occasion. Ideal for
group bookings, families, weekend break-aways, holidays and with
their new venture, they invite all business travellers on the go.
Avoid disappointment and book your stay now for the best ever
spectacle of wildflower splendour expected this year from July
to September, a bucket list thing to do! And for the rock climbers,
Rosenhof promises to be your rock away from home!

Contact Rosenhof: Phone Karen on 082 323 6037 or
email rosenhof.clanwilliam@gmail.com
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!Khwa ttu,
Yzerfontein
Tucked away on the West Coast, close to Yzerfontein and Darling, a
surprise awaits you: !Khwa ttu.
!Khwa ttu’s accomodation ranges from hideaway simple and elegant
farm cottages, to furnished tents with open air showers and a
communal boma. Nestled on the hillside near the museum, is an
original farm cottage. They have turned it into two stylish, open
plan units warmed in winter by wood burners, with front-row seats
to sweeping surrounds and Atlantic sea views. Each half sleeps two
and are individually decorated and equipped with everything you need
for a comfortable ‘home away from home’ stay. Only 70 kms from
Cape Town, find yourself transported to another world, as you shower
under the stars or stay up all night chatting around the fire.
!Khwa ttu is home to a very different, award-winning museum, and
a nature reserve where eland, zebra and ostriches busily repair the
land. Run by and for the San of Southern Africa, one of the last huntergatherer societies left on earth, there is lots to do in a day at !Khwa
ttu, including:
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· Intriguing San guided tours
· Tasting heritage in fabulous, Foraging Restaurant
· A shop that’s full of surprises
· Beautiful trails for bikers and hikers
Further afield you are perfectly positioned for day visits to the West
Coast National Park, (15 kms) and the West Coast Fossil Park (52
kms).

Contact !Khwa ttu: Tel. 022 492 2998;
website www.khwattu.org.

If you're looking to
recharge or even
host a meeting or
seminar, then set
your sights on a
stay at Flower Lane
Guesthouse.

Funky Ouma and
Simply Bee Products
also available here!

Visit Durban &

Explore Hidden Gems

Durban is open and has launched their long-awaited

Here’s how to make the most of your time in The

Summer Extravaganza. If you feel like you have had

Warmest Place to Be:

cabin fever, and are looking for adventure, Durban fits
the bill, in all senses, offering great value for money

1. Just add water. Visit Ushaka Marine World and

and a myriad of choices. Whether you are longing for

relive your childhood. Experience the sheer delight

quality time with your significant other, or dreaming

of the Dolphin shows this season. Words really

of a family escape, there quite literally is something

can’t describe the beauty of these creatures and

for everyone. Make your holiday break a safe and

they are guaranteed to restore your soul and take

memorable one, with world-class tourism and leisure

your breath away. Put on your bathing suit and

options in and around the City.

brave the thrills and spills, as you plunge down the

40 |ISSUE 24|www.mzanzitravel.co.za | MZANZITRAVEL

REGIONAL FEATURE

Free Fall Slide or Body Tornedo, and if you are not

unique Teepee Village. This is an absolute delight

into an adrenalin rush, take a walk through the 5th

for children, and you can do some star gazing as

largest aquarium in the world. Who knows, you

they roast marshmallows, enjoying the beautiful

may very well come face to snout with one of the

surroundings. If you are longing for solitude or

creatures of the deep. Stroll along South Africa’s

need a romantic break, get your flower power

longest beach promenade, and smell the suntan

vibe on and check out Ammazulu African Palace.

lotion, as you sip on your favorite cocktail at one

Escape for the day and visit the valley of 1000

of the City’s seaside cafes. Head west and enjoy a

Hills. Drive through this scenic region and do

day out at Krantzkloof Nature Reserve, take a hike

whatever takes your fancy. Sample a craft beer at

and feel the spray of the Kloof Falls, the highest of

the 1000 Hills Chefs School or visit Inanda dam

9 waterfalls located in this hidden gem of riverine

and do nothing but soak up the sun, view the

forest. Sign up for a surf lesson and tick surfing

strolling zebras and enjoy a family picnic.

off your bucket list as you crest the waves or
take a short drive north along the KZN coastline

3. Take a culture trip. No holiday to Durban would

and experience the wind and waves learning to

be complete without a township experience. Step

kitesurf.

out of your boundaries and take an informative
tour with one of the knowledgeable local guides;

2. Get outdoors. Venture out into Durban’s wide-

and immerse yourself in the pulse and vibrant

open spaces. Feel the sun on your skin as you

culture of township life. Finish off with a visit to an

gallop your horse along the sapphire coast, just

authentic eKasi township lifestyle and experience

a short 30 minutes south and take a breath of

first-hand the pulse of the vibrant culture in our

fresh air, as you experience Durban’s’ nature and

local shisanyama restaurant. Stop at Phezulu

wildlife areas. Visit Gibaland at Giba Gorge and

Safari Park and hear the spine-tingling beat

spend a summer evening glamping in their very

of the African drums. Witness an ancient Zulu
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ceremony, as the diviners ‘throw the bones’ to

more tranquil options like long boarding next to

communicate with their spiritual ancestors and

the ocean or taking a hot air balloon trip. If you are

sway to the rhythm of traditional Zulu dancing.

serious about sport, enjoy the endless trail runs,

Visit one of Durban’s local markets and smell the

or combine your holiday, with a well-known sports

aromatic spices. Once the hustle and bustle are

event, such as the comrades’ marathon, or Sani to

over, sit back and relax with a cup of tea under

Sea and enjoy spectacular scenery en route.

the tree’s; at the cosmopolitan Kwa-Zulu Natal
Society of the Arts Gallery. Pop into the gallery

5. Get your retail fix. Put on your walking shoes

shop, that features a treasure trove of local

and browse one of Durban’s magnificent outdoor

artworks, supporting over 300 artists and local

markets. Shop for organic fresh produce, find your

small businesses; and do your bit to uplift the

dream dress or select gifts to take back home from

local community. Feel the peace and tranquility as

talented local artists and crafters. If you have a

you follow in the footsteps of Mahatma Ghandi,

special occasion and are looking for global brands,

exploring the Inanda Heritage route. This is a

take a 15-minute drive to Umhlanga and look at

fascinating journey of the regions history and

Africa’s 3rd largest shopping Centre, boasting 400

it was here, at Inanda’s Ohlange Institute, that

stores and close to 70 eateries. Combine your

Nelson Mandela cast his first vote in 1994.

retail therapy with a superb lunch out and visit
Florida Road precinct - A trendy cosmopolitan

4. Max out on adventure. Durban has activities to suit
just about every taste – from adrenaline pumping
thrills like shark cage diving and skydiving, to
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experience, where cafes line the sidewalks amidst
buzzing art galleries and boutique shops.

REGIONAL FEATURE

6. Walk away with a creative masterpiece. Durban

filled with your favorite curry), or grab your sarong

is an entrepreneurial hub, and you will want to

and sample the spicy masala pineapple, as you

spend a day visiting some of the city’s museums

walk along the beach. Once you’ve worked up

and art galleries. Browse around and find a unique

an appetite, try some authentic flavors, like juicy

piece, made by one of Durban’s emerging or

chicken strips and tjips (South African fries), or

established local artists, that reflects the strong

umbila (Zulu mealies, roasted or boiled). Durban’s

culture of the area.

Drive along the gorgeous

mouth-watering cuisine sets it apart from any

South Coast shoreline and pop in at the traditional

other city in South Africa. Whether you head North,

Umgababa market, offering an impressive array

South, East or West, you will find everything, from

of Zulu pots, hand woven grass baskets, cow

street food to fine dining options that will delight

skin drums, printed fabrics and other interesting

your senses.

objects d’arts.
Keen to experience all that Durban has to offer? Then
7. Enjoy an unforgettable coastal culinary

don your masks, social distance and sanitize… Let’s

experience. Talk to the locals and they will be

all Rediscover Durban safely by observing all Covid-19

able to direct you to the best restaurants in Town.

protocols!

The options are endless, due to the rich cultural
heritage of Durban. If you want a true taste of
Durban, look no further than the cities famous
Bunny Chow (a quarter loaf of fresh white bread,

For more information:
www.visitdurban.travel or follow us on
@DNBTourism on the socials.
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Four dynamic rural tourism experiences on the KZN South
Coast
There is a major drive within the South African tourism industry
to promote inclusive tourism that expands the geographical
reach of this sector. Along the KZN South Coast, Ugu South
Coast Tourism (USCT) – the local destination management
organisation for the region – has thoroughly embraced this
positive transformation.
“Developing our rural tourism products not only enhances
the diversity of our destination offerings for the benefit of
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domestic and international tourists looking for a unique
cultural experience but it benefits the local communities
and economy as a whole,” said USCT CEO Phelisa Mangcu.
“Within the KZN South Coast, we’ve provided training and
guidance for local tourism operators, and are marketing our
rural tourism products such as KwaXolo Caves Adventures,
Ntelezi Msani Heritage Centre, the KwaNzimakwe MultiTrails and Nyandezulu Experience. We’re also excited about
the impending launch a new rural tourism offering in 2022,
the Agri-CULTURE tours, which will take visitors through our
beautiful farmlands.”

RURAL TOURISM

Ntelezi Msani Heritage
Centre
This iconic heritage centre was established in 2007 within
Emjahweni in Mthwalume by the non-profit organisation,
Ntelezi Msani Heritage Foundation, as well as Ikhwezi
Le-Afrika, Umzumbe Municipality and other strategic
stakeholders.
The name of Ntelezi Msani is derived from one of the stalwarts
of the 1906 Bhambatha Rebellion (Poll Tax Uprising) which
has an interesting history. Following the South African War,
the shortage of agricultural labour prompted government to
impose a £1 on all men over the age of 18 which required
them to work for cash. This was set to be imposed on 1
January 1906, but certain izinduna refused to pay. Ntelezi
Msani was one such resistor who, after a failed court case,
was exiled to St Helena where he died.
The establishment of the Ntelezi Msani Heritage Centre is a
way to pay tribute to these liberation stalwarts, those who
came before and after them, as well as to celebrate the area’s
traditional history through afro-theatre, music, dance and
folklore. The centre is a valuable creative arts and heritage
facility which plays an important role in preserving the local
culture and showcasing the many creative activities of
Umzumbe Municipality and Ugu District.

Visitors to centre can enjoy a number
of culturally enlightening experiences.
Among these are:
•

Origins of the Zulu Kingdom: Discover the history of the
1906 Mthwalume Poll Tax uprising, more about the Zulu
Kingdom and the expeditions of King Shaka on the KZN
South Coast.

•

•

•
•
•

Zulu traditions: An integral part of the Zulu culture is the
art of stick fighting alongside the intricate crafting of
beads and reeds, all of which can be discovered at the
centre.
Isivivane: A cairn of pebbles, known as isivivane in Zulu,
marks a place of ancient spiritual importance. When Zulu
warriors travelled the country, they would throw a stone
onto such a pile as a mark of respect to past leaders.
One such KZN South Coast location, Isivivane seNkosi
uShaka in Umzumbe, is where it’s believed King Shaka
and his warriors passed on the way from Zululand to
Pondoland in 1828. Visitors get the chance to participate
in this age-old tradition.
Zulu healing: Revered for its physical strength and
ability, the Zulu nation has many insights on health and
wellness for visitors to the centre.
Theatre: The centre hosts musical productions and
annual celebrations throughout the year.
Shop: Visitors can buy high-quality crafts and support
the local communities.

For more information, contact 060 473 3712,
email howardmsomis@gmail.com or visit www.
visitkznsouthcoast.co.za.

KwaXolo Caves
A range of caves was identified in the mountains along the
KZN South Coast recently, within which are a series of San
cave paintings which date back hundreds of thousands of
years. These partially opened rock shelves once served as
shelter for the San tribes that lived out in the area 100 000
years ago. Each painting tells an interesting story, reflective
of the local culture and heritage - some of which are even
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evident into the culture of those living in and around the area
today. The paintings provide a fantastic glimpse into the dayto-day lives of those who existed so long ago.
The prehistoric San rock art forms a significant part of the
Ugu District Municipality (UDM), the KwaZulu-Natal (KZN)
Province and South Africa’s cultural heritage. This is one of
a series of painted rock shelters situated in a coastal zone
stretching roughly from Port Shepstone in the north to Port
St John’s in the south.
The caves were previously inaccessible to the public,
however, through dedication and a commitment to cultural
history, the KwaXolo Caves Adventure was launched. An
experienced guide is available to take visitors to the caves
via Ferrata system. This is a set of steel cables and rungs
securely affixed to the rock face which takes hikers up to the
caves.
Once strapped into safety gear, visitors enjoy a 5-minute hike
to the caves by registered guides. Alongside the historical
rock art, the experience includes breath-taking views of
the surrounding area including a waterfall and gorge. This
unique excursion also provides much-needed income to the
local communities of KwaXolo and Dumezulu through job
creation and skills’ development while promoting the use of
indigenous knowledge.
This outdoor adventure, which is both memorable and
educational, is available for all visitors over the age of 8. The
experience takes between an hour to an hour-and-a-half per
tour. The tour site is accessible through Great Drives Out, and
on a mainly tarred road, which also offers further access into
the scenic area around the cave site. This is well suited to
visitors looking for an adrenaline-fuelled, socially responsible
activity.

Contact 076 185 3447 or 074 8873 742,
Facebook: KwaXolo Caves Adventures, or visit
www.visitkznsouthcoast.co.za.

KwaNzimakwe Experience
Situated between Mpenjati Nature Reserve and Ezinqoleni
is KwaNzimakwe, a beautiful rural village which is easily
accessible off the R69 Road. This captivating KZN South
Coast village has many interesting sights and activities
for travellers, with a warm local community ready to make
everyone feel welcome.
Visitors can start exploring the region at the WowZulu
Welcome Centre where they are welcomed by local hosts,
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Neli Nzimakwe and Zonke Madwe. There are refreshing
beverages, coffees and snacks available at the centre as
well as colourful array of locally made arts and crafts. Every
piece found here is unique to the area and makes for a great
keepsake or gift for someone at home.
From the centre, visitors can arrange for a guided walk
around the village area, taking in the lush coastal forests and
rolling green hills for which the region is renowned. Within
KwaNzimakwe and while on the guided hike, visitors will get
the chance to engage with a local sangoma – traditional
healer – and receive blessings on their journey. This is a
chance to sit awhile and learn about the sangoma’s history
and calling, as well as the interesting stories of many the
local inhabitants.
Many cattle can be seen roaming around the area, and part
of the tour will include stories about the importance of cattle
in the traditional culture of the region, with a viewing of
a cattle kraal. There’s also a walk past the organic garden
and a mountain trail leading past a Shembe Church, up to a
community theatre known as Xhuluweshe – as well as the
local tavern.
The walks of the village are four hours long, with easy-walking
terrain and phenomenal sights. Visitors can even indulge in
traditional meals consisting of chicken, Zulu steamed bread
with spicy beans or spinach. There are also comfortable
lodging options nearby for those wanting to extend their stay.
The launch of the KwaNzimakwe Multi-Trails in 2019 has
been a huge development in the area’s rural tourism. These
are suited to hikers, birdwatchers, trail runners, trail bikers
and 4x4 enthusiasts looking to get close to nature in this
beautiful hinterland region.
There are a variety of trails to try, from the 4km hike through
to the 22km off-road trail boasting incredible views, birdand wildlife. There are also great sights when reaching the
sugar cane fields where the ocean becomes visible and the
landscape pieces together.

Bookings are essential and can be made by
contacting Victor Jaca on 063 072 1873 or visit
www.visitkznsouthcoast.co.za.

Nyandezulu Experience
For another truly authentic rural experience on the KZN South
Coast, visitors can immerse themselves in Nyandezulu, a small
village which is only 9km inland of Shelly Beach. Visitors to
Nyandezulu will enjoy breath-taking scenery overlooking the

Indian Ocean with a view of the local settlements scattered
across the rolling hills and valleys of this hinterland region.
Visitors will immediately be warmly welcomed by the local
community with local guesthouses available in the village
for those looking to extend their stay. Accommodation in the
area includes Mfihlo Guest House, Themba Isonto Homestay,
Sharon Jenkins Homestay, Zethu Mthiyane Homestay and
Nondumiso Lushaba Homestay. There are locally made arts
and crafts to be viewed or bought before embarking on a
captivating excursion through the region.
There’s the option of a guided drive or hike to the Ntantana
Mountain which overlooks the cascading 80m Nyandezulu
Waterfall. During the walk, visitors have the chance to
interact with a local sangoma and gain insight into their role
in the community, discovering how much of an impact they
still have today,
Visitors can also taste home-brewed beverages at the local
shebeen or tavern, and then head on up to the Shembe Church
a top holy uMdlungwana Mountain. This scenic route takes
visitors past candles, coins and other signs of worship to
the top of the mountain, reputed to harbour a seven-headed
water snake which is believed to cause storms and floods
when disturbed.
There is the option of a 30-minute hike down to Nyandezulu
Waterfall, a largely hidden local gem, with the excursions
currently being developed as part of a community-based
tourism project. Picnics can also be enjoyed on KwaSaka
Beach or the banks of the Bhuqu River.

For more information and bookings, contact
Dudu Malinga on 083 736 7799 or visit www.
visitkznsouthcoast.co.za.
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CHRISTMAS IN JULY
came early with

25% Off
on BAR RATES

Bookable between 01 May 2022 and 31 July 2022, for stay period 01 June to 31 July 2022.
Applicable to all room types and subject to availability.

To book contact +27 10 442 5888 or email cro@aha.co.za

Egypt

… Africa’s ancient Empire of the Nile

By Stef Terblanche
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P

eople often mistakenly think that Egypt is not part of Africa
but rather of the Middle East or the ‘Arab world’ or even the
Arabian Peninsula. But Egypt is as African as Kilimanjaro
and lions. Just ask soccer lovers. They will tell you that Egypt is
the most successful team in the African Cup of Nations, having
won the tournament seven times.
Egypt has one of the oldest histories of any country going all the
way back to the 6th–4th millennia BCE, making it much older
than the Roman Kingdom, Republic and later Empire. In fact,
Egypt was a major empire of the ancient world, keenly eyed by
Rome who eventually, after Cleopatra’s death, annexed and ruled
it as part of the Roman Empire.
Nonetheless, this ancient Empire of the Nile Delta is Africa’s
oldest country with a meticulously written recorded history from
around the kingdom of King Menes founded in 3150 BC right up
to this day. And much of what was built and created in terms
of architecture, agriculture, urbanisation, organised religion
and central government, and what was written down during the
different ruling dynasties and the empire over the ages, has been
preserved and can still be seen and read today.
No wonder Egypt is one of the most popular tourist destinations
in the world. Its achievements, heritage, attractions, and history
are unique, not only in Africa, but in the entire world. It is rightly
considered to be the ‘cradle of civilisation’. This is reflected in
its iconic monuments such as the Giza Necropolis and its Great
Sphinx, as well the ruins of Memphis, Thebes, Karnak, and
the Valley of the Kings among others. No other country come
close in offering such magnificent and well-preserved relics of
antiquity.
Egypt was also an early and important centre of Christianity
before being Islamised in the 7th century and is today a
predominantly Muslim country. Egypt’s history and its position in
the world today is closely tied up with its unique transcontinental
location at the crossroads of the Mediterranean region, the
Middle East and North Africa.
Tourists wanting to visit Egypt will find some excellent bargains.
This is because after the Arab uprisings and the so-called
Egyptian revolution just over a decade ago, tourism to Egypt
fell dramatically. It was just being rebuilt when the COVID-19
pandemic hit and once again tourism fell dramatically, which
led to tourism operators in Egypt offering heavily discounted
packages to draw visitors back to their country.

Major attractions
Today Egypt continues to be what are the most sought after most
exotic destinations with a hugely varied menu of attractions and
experiences to offer. Among the major tourist destinations in
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Egypt are the ancient monuments in the Nile Valley, The most
popular and best known of which are the Pyramids and the Great
Sphinx at Giza, and the Abu Simbel temples located south of
Aswan. In sprawling and ancient city of Cairo, some of the major
attractions include the Mosque of Muhammad Ali Pasha and of
course the fascinating Cairo Museum.
For some excellent seaside resorts visitors can travel to Hurghada on the
Red Sea coast and the famous El Gouna Resort 25 km from Hurghada,
while the coast of the Sinai Peninsula has many excellent seaside resorts
as well. In the Sinai Peninsula are the beach resorts of Sharm el-Sheikh,
Dahab, Nuweiba and Taba as well as locations mentioned in the Bible
such as Mount Sinai. Ain Sukhna, about 110 km east of Cairo also has a
number of excellent beach resorts.
Some of the most famous pyramids, temples and monuments to the
pharaohs are found at Giza, 20 km southwest of Cairo, dating back
to the 26th century BC. These include the Great Sphinx, and the Great
Pyramids of Giza. Also, very much worth a visit is Saqqara, 30 km south
of Cairo, which is a vast and ancient burial ground. It once served as
the necropolis for the ancient Egyptian capital of Memphis and features
pyramids, including the world’s oldest standing step pyramid, as well as
a number of mastabas.
For more pyramids, there are more than 70 pyramids along the Nile River,
with the three pyramids of Giza being the best-known. The Sphinx, in the
giant shape of a lion-bodied guard, stands guard beside the pyramids
of Giza that were built more than 4,000 years ago. The bodies of Kings
Cheops, Kefren and Mykerinos were buried within these pyramids. The
pyramid of Cheops is the largest of these at 145 metres high and is
called the Great Pyramid.
About 500 km south of Cairo, is the Luxor, the site of the ancient city
of Thebes with its ruins of the temple complexes at Karnak and Luxor.
Today these are within the confines of the modern city of Luxor. Across
the Nile River are the monuments, temples and tombs of the West Bank
Necropolis, which include the Valley of the Kings and the Valley of the
Queens. These are not to be missed.
Then there are the Abu Simbel temples about 850 km south of Cairo close
to the Egypt–Sudan border. This ancient archaeological site consists of
two massive rock temples originally carved out of a mountainside during
the reign of Pharaoh Ramesses II in the 13th century BC. A fascinating
story about this place is that the entire complex was relocated in the
1960s to avoid being submerged when Lake Nasser was created.
Cairo is a pulsating, fascinating city that never seems to sleep. You can
lose yourself in its vast markets, drink coffee or smoke a hookah pipe
in one of the many little coffee shops, visit the museums and historical
sites, and so much more. Alexandria, the second city and major seaside
city filled with history, is a major seaside summer resort. Discover its
its beaches, ancient history, especially from the Roman Empire era, and
its many muuseums, especially the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, a modern
project based on reviving the ancient Library of Alexandria.
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Camel tours, hot air ballooning and Nile cruises
Three of the most popular ways to take in all of these ancient sites, are
on camel back, from a hot air balloon or cruising down the Nile. There
are plenty of camel tours offered in different locations to different sites.
Around Luxor hot air ballooning is very popular. Tour operators offer
anything from sunrise balloon rides to trips for viewing Thebes, the
ancient temple complexes of Karnak and Luxor, and the Valley of the
Kings and the Valley of the Queens.
A popular Nile cruise is the one between Aswan and Esna. Cruises range
from short ones such as between Luxor and Aswan to longer cruises
that include the northern town of Dendera. Nile Cruising started during
the early 19th century when Ibrahim Pasha of Egypt made his journey up
and down the Nile, and the tradition continues. Most cruise are offered
on large vessels that look like floating hotels. But cruises are also
available on feluccas or traditional sailboats. On the overnight journeys
passengers may have to sleep in the open air on the deck.
Of course, Egypt has many excellent hotels, resorts and spas, as well
as modern shopping malls, superb and varied restaurants, fascinating
traditional markets and plenty more. This is just a small sampling of all
that can be enjoyed in this ancient Empire of the Nile.

For more information, visit the Egyptian Tourism
Authority at https://egypt.travel/ or Tour Egypt at
http://www.touregypt.net/.
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Great
Escapes

Discovering the wonderful West Coast by road
Cheryl & Zee’s #westcoastroadtrip
Craving to explore our beautiful West Coast, our

We opted to make a telephonic booking at Hertz car

zany Mzanzitravel team, Zainab Achmat and Cheryl

rental on the Sunday evening to leave on Monday.

Pinter, hit the road again. There is nothing better

It was an easy, convenient process leaving us just

than destressing in these uncertain times, and what

having to make payment on collection the next day.

better way than getting out there to see new places

Tip – they don’t have an EFT facility and the card

and meet more amazing people.

you make payment with must have your name on it.
Ensure that you have amended the maximum swipe
limit of the amount requested to swipe in advance.
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CARMIEN TEA

We decided on starting our trip at the furthest
point of our journey and to work our way back
home. Thus, we started at Clanwilliam, a town
in the Olifants River Valley in the Western Cape,
about 200 km north of Cape Town. It is the seat of,
the Cederberg Local Municipality.
Our first stop was Carmién Tea shop that started
life in 1998 in an old farm shop on the historic

Brakfontein Estate near the small town of
Citrusdal. Here we got to experience the Carmién
Tea and nibble pairing. They have a huge range of
teas to choose from. They also sell wine amongst
many other gifting suggestions

Info: www.carmientea.co.za
Contact: 022 921 8900

CLANWILLIAM OU TRONK MUSEUM

Clanwillliam Museum (Ou Tronk) housed in the
town’s old prison building, this was an absolutely
interesting visit. We really had an insightful visit
seeing the old jail with all its treasures of history,
including C. Louis Leipoldt the town’s famous
poet, dramatist, medical doctor, reporter and food

expert. Not forgetting the room of memorabilia
of the late Tolla van der Merwe’s, South Africa’s
favourite comedian storyteller.

Info: www.clanwilliammuseum.co.za
Contact: 073 613 8443
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STRASSBERGER VELSKOENE

We also ventured along to the famous Strassberger
Velskoene factory shop where we had the privilege
of a private tour to see the process of manufacturing
the shoes. They have also introduced a new range
of sandals. However, we fell in love with the custommade boots! A purchase at this shop is a lifetime
investment.

Info: www.strassbergers.co.za.
info@strassbergers.co.za
Contact: +27 27 482 1461/39
+27 27 482 2154

VELSKOENDRAAI FARMERS MARKET

Next we stopped at Velskoendraai Farmers
Market & Restaurant. It is situated at the entrance
to Clanwilliam. It is the perfect place to relax with
the family. There is a fun play area for the kids to
entertain themselves while you relax and enjoy a
unique rooibos tea tasting experience. They also
have wine tasting experiences from different
regions on request. The food is divine and there
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are great options to choose from their menu. We
really enjoyed the chilled vibe in both the indoor
and outdoor eating areas.

Info: www.velskoendraai.co.za Contact: +27
(0)83 460 3773 or info@velskoendraai.co.za

GREAT ESCAPES

ROSENHOF GUESTHOUSE

We stayed over at Rosenhof Guesthouse built in
1847. They have spacious self-catering options
available as well. This had a home away from
home feel. The luxury garden cottages have
enough room to accommodate a family of six.
Rosenhof accommodation is a few minutes’
walk away from the main road of this historical

town. The guesthouse has a beautiful pool and
secure parking.

Contact Karen Roux at Mobile: 082 323
6037 or E-mail: rosenhof.clanwilliam@
gmail.com

DE KELDER RESTAURANT

De Kelder Restaurant is like the hangout place
in Clanwilliam. They make the best steak meals,
pizzas, burgers and seafood. This restaurant
has the perfect view of the Cederberg Mountain,
making it the best place to be for sunset.

Contact 022 125 0443 / 027 482 1066 / 082
491 2992;
E-mail dekelder@breede.co.za
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HOUSE OF ROOIBOS

Visit the new House of Rooibos and enjoy their
tea tasting room, shop and information centre. Sip
on a delicious cup of Rooibos tea while you watch
audio visual presentations about the history and
production process of this amazing beverage.
The quaint tea tasting room offers a wide range
of Rooibos drinks in a variety of flavours, both hot

and cold. They have a range of beauty products,
snacks and lovely gifting suggestions too.

Info: www.houseofrooibos.info; Contact:
+27(0)66 115 7749 / +27 (0)27 482 2155

NDEDEMA LODGE

Ndedema Lodge is also a stone’s throw from
Clanwilliam town. This lodge is a definite off-thebeaten-track stopover. They have secure parking,
a relaxing pool area, a spacious luxury garden and
BBQ area. Not forgetting the laundry services,
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tours and shuttles to and from the airport.

Info: www.ndedemalodge.co.za;
+27 82 559 6489

GREAT ESCAPES

CEDERBERG RIDGE LODGE

Next, we went to Cederberg Ridge Lodge
Restaurant for a sunset supper. They present their
food from the farm to the table. The guests can’t
get enough of the freshly baked breads, pastries
and not forgetting the view of the picturesque
sunset overlooking the Cederberg Mountain. The
accommodation is perfect for nature lovers, with

hiking or bike trails. Once again secure parking
and beautiful pool.

Info: www.cederbergridge.co.za:
Contact +27 (0)87 151 4520

TRAVELLER’S REST

Traveller’s Rest - Sevilla rock art trail is wonderful
to hike .It was great fun and very exciting. There
are 9 different rock art locations on the Travellers
Rest trail. This the best place to escape to from
condensed city life. We had picture perfect
weather all the time. They have 29 cottages on the
premises and a communal swimming pool. The

restaurant was really cosy and welcoming.

Info: charite@vodamail.co.za;
Contact +27 82 554 9303
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FARR OUT GUESTHOUSE

Paternoster is one of the oldest fishing villages
of the West Coast. Plenty of international guests
flock here to stay over as there are many spacious
accommodations available and the most incredible
fresh seafood restaurants to choose from after
taking long tranquil beach walks.
Farr Out Guesthouse welcomes anyone looking
for peace and tranquillity. Tietiesbaai. Go glamping
in Wigwam Rising Moon (Indien twin-peak tepee),

enjoy a wood-fired Hot tub in the evening while
doing some star-gazing at the same time and join
tour guide Deon for a Beach Buggy Fynbos Safari.

Info: info@farrout.co.za www.farrout.co.za
Contact: 022 752 2222 /
whatsapp 083 410 4090

!KHWA TTU

Yzerfontein is a little harbour town well known for
its Sixteen Mile Beach.
Another nearby attraction is !Khwa ttu San Cultural
Village which has so much to offer and is all about
the original San inhabitants of the area. They have
different tours available for all ages. Enjoy tea
tasting with a difference or guided museum tours.
I enjoyed the San Heritage Centre and all the story
telling they shared. The kids had fun on the tractor
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rides and got to experience how to use a bow and
arrow. The perfect place for the hiker, biker or even
if you just need to relax and wake up to the chirping
of birds. Spend the day or stay the night, either way
it will be worth your while.

Info: www.khwattu.org;
bookings@khattu.org.za;
Contact : +27 (0)22 492 2998

GREAT ESCAPES

EVITA SE PERRON

The town of Darling is central to this floral region.
Tourists flock here to see the blooming flowers
during the wildflower season. The museum is rich
in history of the local butter industry and many
more historic treasures.
We grew up seeing actor and comedian PieterDirk Uys on television. Finally, a dream came true
when we got to experience his live show and meet
him in person. Taking our time in the museum
was also a highlight visiting Darling. You can’t visit
Darling without booking your ticket for a Pieter Dirk
Uys live shows at Evita se Perron. Also take time to
walk through Evita se Perron Museum Nauseam.

How could we pass Darling Sweet Shop without
popping in to get some treats? They have flavours
for all taste buds. Choosing your favourite sweets
can take a while as they have a huge variety.
Looking to stock Darling Sweet products in your
store?

Just after the show we had the opportunity to
experience South African fine dining at the on-site
Kossie Sikelela Restaurant with dishes prepared
by chef Hentie van der Merwe. Homemade icecream to die for, served on a platter with variety of
ice-cream cups paired with a biscuit to indulge in.
The 3-course meal was on another level, different
to the usual that we know.

Info: www.evita.co.za ,
www.evitaseperron.com
Contact 022 492 2101

DARLING SWEET SHOP

Contact our Sales Manager, Sam van
Vuuren: Phone: +27(0)82 576-0301 or
E-mail address: sam@darlingsweet.co.za
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GREAT ESCAPES

OLD FORGE BAR & RESTAURANT

The Old Forge 1910 Bar & Restaurant is right
next to the Darling Sweet shop. They only serve
breakfast on weekends. On Sundays they do a
roast with all the trimmings. It is a stunning place
to host weddings as they also have a great kids
play area at the back and live entertainment on
selected evenings. We had the privilege of staying

over in their accommodation, the Maison de
Lamour.

Info: www.1910theoldforge.com;
info@1910theoldforge.com; Contact: 022
492 2120 / 072 822 5518

MAISON DE LAMOUR

Maison de Lamour has modern spacious rooms
with a four-post bed. Not forgetting the cosy
cottage close to the splash pool and picturesque
garden area. A five minutes’ walk into town and
Darling Sweet Shop. Perfect stayover for the
flower season.
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Info: www.maisondelamour.net; Email:
nina@ninamonda.com; +27 22 492 3139 |
072 822 5518

free

roadside
assistance

ALONG THE MAPUTO CORRIDOR
This service is available 24-hours a day to assist with any emergency, accident or incident on
the N4. Call us toll-free and one of our roadside assistance teams
will be dispatched immediately and come to your aid.

Durban Travel Extravagan

Welcome to the Durban Travel extravaganza summer experience and enjoy a safe and memorable holiday break, with world-class tourism and recreation op
sunshine city.Durban has a variety of products and services to entice everyone’s appetite!

For more information: www.visitdurban.travel or follow us on

nza
1.WET AND WILD CITY
A trip to this coastal city would be incomplete without a stroll on one of Durban’s
spectacular beaches. Enjoy Southern Africa’s longest beachfront promenade for a lazy
meal with a sea view. Scenic waterfalls, dams and beaches offer relaxing picnic options.
world-class water parks guarantee wet and wonderful fun, and for the more
adventurous, ocean adventures bring you up close and personal with the creatures of
the deep.

2.SEA, SAND, AND SUNSHINE
Fresh air, wide-open spaces, great weather, and stunning natural surroundings are on your doorstep,
allowing you to embrace the beauty of Mother Nature. Heading west to Phezulu Safari Park and Giba
Gorge Mountain Bike Park, via the Valley of 1000 Hills or north to Sugar Rush Park and Holla Trails,
the beauty of awe-inspiring scenery will make the bustle of the city a distant memory.

3.ADVENTURE AWAITS
Whether it’s shark diving, skydiving, mountain biking, surfing, or deep-sea fishing,
Durban gets the adrenaline pumping! For the slightly less adventurous, hot air balloon
trips and horse rides offer more tranquil options.

4.SHOP TILL YOU DROP.
Durban boasts world-class malls, boutique retail outlets, outdoor strip malls and markets. All have
stringent safety measures in place for peace of mind while you get your retail fix. From high end to
homemade, traditional to innovative, there’s something for everyone in this vibrant city.

5.VIBRANCE, COLOUR AND HERITAGE
Durban is all about colour! A rich cultural tapestry, woven with the multicoloured fabric of the
nation, can be found in numerous museums and art galleries within the city. Here, you can browse
and buy the stunning handiwork of some of Durban’s most talented emerging or established local
artists.

6.WINE AND DINE
Durban’s diverse cultures are shown in its amazing selection of cuisine setting it apart
from any other city in South Africa. Try a famous Bunny Chow made with a traditional
curry, or venture to a Shisa Nyama for an authentic local taste. Fine Dining, and silver
service – Durban has it all!

ptions in and around South Africa’s

Visit Durban to experience all it has to offer! Come enjoy the sea, sand and
sunrise, but don’t forget your masks, social distance and sanitise.

@DNBTourism on the socials.

